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Berlusconi faces defeat in senate 

ROME (R) — Tycoon Silvio Berlusconi raised the spectre of fresh 
elections on Friday os he faced possible defeat over the choice of 
senate speaker in Italy’s new parliament. In a session that mixed 
drama with a sense of history, Mr. Berlusconi's right-wing Freedom 
Alliance twice failed to get candidate Carlo Sccgnamiglia elected as 
speaker in the upper house. Mr. Scognamiglio won 154 voles in the 
second round of senate voting, one more than in a fuvt run on Friday 
morning. To get elected, he needed votes of at least 164 of the senate’s 
32o members. He was narrowls beaten on both votes by outgoing 
Speaker Giovanni Spadolini, backed by the defeated leftist ana 
centrist opposition. Voting was adjourned until a third round on 

Saturday. President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro cannot choose a prime 
minister until the senate and chamber of deputies (lower house 1 have 
elected rheir speakers. Mr. Berlusconi, who has swept into politics this 
year and widely tipped 10 become prime minister, warned that the 
election of Mr. 'Spadolini might mean a swift return to the ballot box. 
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Berri 
arrives 
today 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Lebanese Par- 
liament Speaker Nabih Bern 
.'arrives ..in Amman Saturday 
on a five-day visit during 
which he will hold talks with 
Tfis Majesty King Hussein, 
Prime Minister Abdul Saiam 
Majali and Lower House 
Speaker Taher A 1 Masri on 
bilateral relations, the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
regional developments. 

Sources said Mr. Bern 
“win be received in Jordan 
not only as speaker of the 
Lebanese parliament but also 
as a major national Lebanese 
leader." They said the prog- 
ramme of the visit reflects the 
important political dimen- 
sions of the visit, Mr. Berri’s 
first to Jordan. 

Mr. Bern is leader of the 
Shiite Amai militia, which is 
dose to the Syrian govern- 
ment. 

His visit to Jordan comes at 
a time when Jordan’s rela- 
tions with both Syria and 
Lebanon are growing stron- 
-. The three countries have 
..pressed satisfaction at the 
level of coordination they 
'have-on the peace process. 

Sources said the strength of 
Jordaman-Lebanese relations 
was demo ns trated when the 
two countries cooperated and 
Whanged security informa- 
tion to arrest suspects in the 
assassination of Jordanian di- 
plomat Nayeb- A1 Maayteh in 
Beirut in February. 


U.S. launches probe 
into Iraq ‘friendly’ fire 

Flights temporarily halted after U. S. 
planes down own ‘copters killing 26 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States on Friday 
suspended air patrols by com- 
bat planes over northern Iraq 
for one day to reinforce safety 
procedures that failed in 
Thursday’s sbootdown of two 
U.S. helicopters that killed 21 
allied military officers and 5 
Kurdish officials. 

President Bill din ton prom- 
ised that an investigation of the 
accidental downing of the heli- 
copters would be completed as 
soon as possible and all the 
facts would be made public. 

“We are going to stay on top 
of this, work through it ana 
make a full report to the 
American people," he said. 

Fifteen Americans, five 
Kurds, three Turkish officers, 
two British officers and one 
French officer were killed 
when the two Blackhawk UH- 
60 helicopters in which they 
were flying were shot down by 
U.S. warplanes Thursday. 

Mr. Gin ton, speaking with 
reporters at the start of a 
media roundtable discussion 
on health care reform, said be 
had met with his foreign policy 
advisers Friday morning to dis- 
cuss the accident. 

He said investigators bad 
reached the site-of the calamity 
and would conduct a_ “thor- 
ough and vigorous” probe of 
the cause of the friendly fire 
sbootdown. Mr. Clinton said 
those who died were perform- 


mg “a very valuable function” 
in protecting Iraqi Kurds, and 
that the U.S.-led operation 
would continue. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) said that initial reports 
blaming Iraq for the shooting 
down showed the anti- 
Baghdad bias of the United 
States and the West. 

“This tendentious approach 
in levelling accusations against 
Iraq betrays premeditated in- 
tentions against Iraq. It also 
reveals the truth about many 
previous tendentious accusa- 
tions regarding incidents that 
took place in the northern re- 
gion m which Iraq was falsely 
accused in a tendentious, hasty 
manner/* Iraqi radio quoted 
the agency’s political editor as 
saying. 

Neither Washington nor 
Western powers accused Iraq 
of being Behind the downing, 
but Iraqi opposition groups 
who first broke the news said 
the helicopters were brought 
down by Iraq. 

The political editors* broad- 
cast report, received in Nico- 
sia, said: “It seems they were 
forced to tell the truth ixcause 
those who were killed in die 
incident were of several 
nationalities and the truth 
could not be hidden. There- 
fore, their blade intentions to 
involve Iraq in any matter were 
exposed.” 

While the F-15 fighter pilots 


were being given additional 
safety briefings Friday, 
AWACS early warning radar 
planes continued operating 
over the “no-fly” zone north of 
the 36th Parallel, said U.S. 
Defence officials. 

Although no attack aircraft 
were in the air over northern 
Iraq Friday, the AWACS 
could call in jets in the event 
Iraqi aircraft were sported 
violating the “no-fty” zone, 
zone, the offidals said. 

Defence Secretary William 
Peny said it would take weeks 
to sift through the evidence to 
ascertain why two F-15 fighters 
shot down die two army heli- 
copters. 

In its first official identifica- 
tion of a victim, the defence 
Department said Second 
Lieutenant Laura Ashley Piper 
was aboard one of the helicop- 
ters shot down. 

Officials speaking privately 
said U.S. Army Colonel 
Richard A. Mulhem also was 
among the victims, although 
his identity bad not been pub- 
licly announced. The Washing- 
ton Post reported Col. Mulh- 
em had recently taken com- 
mand of the military coordina- 
tion centre at Zakbo and die 
colonel he replaced, was also 
among those killed. The centre 
provides observers and liaisons 
with the Kurds who are being 
protected by allied forces 
there. 


GATT deal signed, 


MARRAKESH (R) — The 
world’s trading nations 
gathered on Friday to sign an 
historic treaty expected to in- 
ject new dynamics into the 
global economy. 

. Among the first to put their 
Signatures to the accords at the 
start of a four-hour ceremony 
in this oasis city's Moorish- 
Styied conference centre were 
ministers from Algeria, Argen- 
tina, Australia, Bangladesh 
and Belgium. 

: In alL over 100 countries 
were to endorse the pact, con- 
jauded last December after 
more than seven years of tor- 
tuous negotiations in the Uru- 
guay Round of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). 

; But apart from a mounting 
delate on whether some of the 
SvorlcTs least-developed states 


actually stand to lose from the 
massive market-opening 
accord, hurdles still remain be- 
fore it can be turned into real- 
ity. 

In key legislatures from the 
United States to India, there 
could - be fierce opposition to 
ratification of the GATT trea- 
ty, which will subject domestic 
commercial and business poli- 
cies to foil international scru- 
tiny for the first time. 

Although U.S. Vice- 
President Al Gore came to 
Marrakesh to underline the 
Clinton administration’s sup- 
port, officials said congression- 
al approval was not a foregone 
con elusion. 

And in speeches over the 
past four days, many of the 
ministers gathered in Mar- 
rakesh voiced fears that the 
major powers would continue 


NATO jet hit by 
Bosnia ground fire 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serbs shelled the Mus~ 
im enclave of Gorazde on 
Tiday and a French recon- 
laissance plane flying a mis- 
ion over the city was hit by 
pound fire. 

“The situation is again very 
erious in Gorazde,” said Ma- 
or Rob Annink ; a U.N. 
pokes man in Sarajevo. 

Bosnian Serb forces gained 
pound in a daylong attack 
ram the east and northeast of 
he city, 55 kilometres south- 
east of Sarajevo, be said. 

Two British liaison workers 
d the area were badly wound- 
id and required evacuation, 
4aj. Annmk said. 

U.N. aid workers in 
ktrazde said the city's centre 
i/as under heavy shelling, and 
efugees were streaming in 
ram outlying areas. 

The escalating confronta- 
ions raised the possibility of 
ew North Atlantic Treaty 
)rganisation (NATO) air 
trikes. 

A Serb offensive on 
lorazde prompted NATO air 
trikes last Sunday and Mon- 
ay. Asked whether more air 
trikes were possible, Maj. 
Lnnink said: “We are ready 
Dr., all possible means of ac- 
lon.” 

Bosnian Serbs had 
threatened to shoot down 
1ATO planes after the 
[fiance raids Sunday and 
londay. 


At the Italian base for many 
NATO jets enforcing a “no- 
fly” zone over Bosnia, NATO 
officials said a French plane 
was hit by ground fire while 
flying over the Gorazde area 
Friday afternoon. 

The Etendard IV-P plane, 
from the French carrier 
Gemcaceau in the Adriatic 
Sea, returned safely, according 
to NATO. The source of the 
ground fire was not known. 

The Serb aggression in 
Gorazde did not bode well for 
truce talks in the Bosnian Serb 
stronghold of Pale with inter- 
national mediators and Bos- 
nian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic. 

Bosnian radio alleged that 
Serbs were moving ttp heavy 
weapons to renew artillery 
attacks on Sarajevo, which foes 
been mostly quiet since a trace 
took effect Feb- 10 between 
the city’s Serb besiegers and 
Muslim-led government defen- 
ders. 

U.N. officials could not con- 
firm that report. 

The earlier NATO air 
strikes near Gorazde caused 
little apparent damage, but 
they infuriated Bosnian Serbs, 
who severed contacts with the 
United Nations, started haras- 
ring peacekeepers and expel- 
led American journalists from 
their territory. 

president Clinton has 

(Continued on page 5) 


but hurdles remain 


wielding a big stick to their 
own benefit. 

Even squabbling among the 
top trading powers continued 
to the last moment. The Un- 
ited States and Japan reported 
only minor progress in resolv- 
ing a dispute on Japanese mar- 
ket openings and European 
Union (EU) states fought 
among themselves over banana 
import rales. 

Non-governmental aid 
groups, supported by findings 
of the Economist Intelligence 
Unit in London, say the big 
traders — the United States, 
the European Union and 
Japan — will gain from the 
accord but many African states 
will emerge as losers. 

However, the general mood 
in Marrakesh — chosen to hail 
Morocco’s own progress to- 
wards a market-based econo- 


mic system — was optimistic. 
Mr. Gore, echoing the wide- 
spread euphoria, said the trea- 
ty’s impact would be “momen- 
tous.” 

Peter Sutherland, GATT 
director {general, insists the 
accords will set the world on 
the path of balanced economic 
growth for the 21st century. 

To formalise the 26,000- 
page treaty printed on thick 
velum paper tied with the blue 
ribbons, ministers were filing 
to the front of a vast ochre- 
coloured hall to sign 10 at a 
time. 

But although 125 countries 
were by this week formally 
associated with GATTs Uru- 
guay Round and invited to 
Marrakesh, it was not dear 
exactly how many were present 
and would put their names to 
the documents. 


Israelis round up 
young Palestinians 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (AP) — Israel is arresting 
scores of Islamic activists, most 
of them youths susceptible to 
calls for holy war, after two 
suicide attacks killed 12 
Israelis, sources close to 
Hamas said Friday. 

Israel appears to be sear- 
ching for a way to halt the 
attacks by the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement (Hamas) with- 
out jeopardising the peace 
talks due to lead to a measure 
of Palestinian self-rule by May. 

About 40 men have been 
rounded up m Gaza City this 
week, said one activist, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity. 
Those arrested, most aged be- 
tween 17 and 22, were not 
prominent members of the 
group. 

Instead they were impress- 
ionable youths, easy to lure 
with promises of paradise for 
waging holy war against Israel, 
including suicide missions, the 
sources said. 

At least five of the activists 
from the underground armed 
units, the Traeriine aj Qassam, 
have fled to Egypt, sources 
said. 

Israeli sources said they 
arrested a top Hamas leader in 
Gaza, Gbassan Siyam, de- 
scribed as the key logistics 
planner. His arrest led to the 
detention of many others. 

His brother Adrian denied 
that the 32-year-old taxi driver 
was a key Hamas figure, but 


said he had been on the ran 
since December when the 
Israelis first started looking for 
him. 

The arrests extended into 
the West Bank, where about 
20 activists were detained in 
the region of the northern vil- 
lages that produced two suicide 
bombers, residents said. 

Just hours before be 
apparently rigged himself with 
explosives toed to blow up a 
bus this week, suicide bomber 
Ammar Amarneh wrote a will 
urging young, devoted Mus- 
lims to follow his example. 

“The world is paradise for 
the infidel, but a prison for the 
believer,” Amarneh said in the 
letter released Friday in the 
mosque of his village, Yabad. 

Family members and friends 
noted that in the weeks leading 
up to the attack Amarneh had 
stopped working in the family 
chicken business and halted 
construction on the bouse to be 
completed for his marriage this 
summer. Instead he fasted, 
read the Koran constantly and 
confided to his friends that be 
wanted to be a martyr for 
Islam . 

Israeli press reports put the 
number of Islamic activists 
arrested over the past mouth at 
2 300, but Palestinians said the 
figure was highly inflated. 
Israeli sources said maybe that 
number had been questioned, 
but far fewer detained. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Jordan sends lone observer 
to multilateral water talks 

King regrets peace process stagnation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan, 


which is demanding an end to 
maritime interceptions by a 
U.S.-led task force monitoring 
sanctions against Iraq, said Fri- 
day it would not fully partici- 
pate in Arab-Isnteli talks on 
water sharing. 

Information Minister Jawad 
Anani told the Associated 
Press that Jordan on Friday 
dispatched Ali Ghazawi, a wa- 
ter expert, “to attend as an 
observer but not to participate 
in the water discussions.” 

On Sunday, Arab-Israeii 
talks on sharing water re- 
sources will open in Oman. 

Such a gathering is part of 
Arab-IsraeTi discussions on fu- 
ture cooperation in the fields 
of economy, water, refugees, 
disarmament and environ- 
ment. They are known as the 
multilateral phase of the 29- 
month-old, U.S.-backed Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

They are different from the 
bilateral negotiations hosted 
by the United States and in- 


volve Israel, Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan and the Palestinians. 

Jordan and the Palestinians 
have been participating in the 
multilaterals since they were 
launched on the fringes of the 
peace conference that opened 
in Spain in October 1991 under 
the cosponsorship of the Un- 
ited States and Russia. 

Syria and Lebanon have 
boycotted such discussions, 
saying they would like to see 
tangible progress in bilateral 
negotiations with Israel before 
they participate in regional 
cooperation talks. 

Last month. His Majesty 
King Hussein said Amman 
would not rejoin Middle East 
peace talks until a U.S.-led 
task force monitoring sanctions 
against Iraq eased the intercep- 
tions of Jordan-bound vessels. 

He said that the U.S.-led 
warships had escalated their 
interception of ships bound for 
Aqaba, causing long delays 
and enormous losses to the 
Kingdom. 


On Monday, King Hussein 
told a press conference that the 
interceptions were “totally in- 
tolerable” and said if the 
’‘situation remained un- 
changed, then at best, we will 
send an observer" to the Oman 
gathering. 

In an interview on Thursday, 
King Hussein expressed con- 
cern and regret of the delay in 
implementing agreements con- 
cluded within the framework 
of the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

In an interview with Japan's 
NHK television. King Hussein 
said Jordan seeks a compre- 
hensive and just peace where- 
by future generations from 
both sides can coexist in peace 
and stability. 

The King called for a com- 
prehensive solution for prob- 
lems on all tracks and warned 
that failure to exploit the pre- 
sent opportunity for estab- 
lishing peace will push the re- 

( Con tinned on page 5) 


Yemenis 
in contact 
to settle 
conflict 

SANAA (R) — Yemen's top 
leaders have intensified con- 
tacts to help settle a crisis 
threatening Yemen’s fragile 
unity, political and diplomatic 
sources said on Friday. 

They said a meeting in 
March'in Oman between Presi- 
dent Alt Abdullah Saleh and 
his rival Vice-President Ali 
Salem Al Beidh as well as 
Arab mediation led to an appa- 
rent thaw at the personal level 
between them. 

“Contacts have become 
more frequent between the 
president and his deputy to 
avert any military flare up in 
the country." said an official in 
Mr. Saleh's General Peoples 
Congress (GPC). 

Differences that emerged 
between the two men last year 
are threatening Yemen's unity, 
paralysing the government and 
have sparked clashes between 
rival army units. 

One diplomatic source said 
lack of confidence between the 
two men. who ruled Conserva- 
tive North and Marixist South 
Yemen rcpsectively until the 
1990 merger, readied a low 
ebb before the new mediation 
efforts. 

“So, the importance of im- 
proving personal relations can- 
not be belittled," he said. 

Mr. Saleh had said his talks 
with Mr. Beidh in Oman were 
positive on the private level, 
but not as far as the crisis was 
concerned. 

A visit by Egyptian Informa- 
tion Minister Safwat Sharif and 
UAE Foreign Minister Rashed 
Abdullah Al Nuaimi, has 
helped to further improve rela- 
tions between Mr. Saleh and 
Mr. Beidh, who leads the Ye- 
men Socialist Party (YSP), 
political sources said. 

The two men had in Febru- 
ary signed a national recon- 
ciliation accord addressing 
their differences over political, 

1 (Continued on page 5) 


Officials reject Israeli criticism 
over Hamas presence in Jordan 


Katyushas 

hammer 

Israel-held 

regions 

TYRE, Lebanon (Agencies) 
— Guerrillas in South Leba- 
non fired Katyusha rockets 
into Israel's occupation zone in 
South Lebanon on Friday, 
hours after rockets fired from 
Lebanon slammed into the 
Galilee, security and U.N. 
sources said. 

U.N. sources said one rocket 
slammed near the zone village 
of Marwahine, near the border 
with Israel. It was not im- 
mediately known where in the 
zone the two other rockets hit. 

They said three rockets were 
fired from the vicinity of Kafra 
and Yater villages just north of 
the Israeli zone. The pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah and other 
groups are active in the area. 

There was no report of 
casualties in the rocket attack. 

Earlier on Friday a barrage 
of katyushas hit northern Israel 
but no one was hurt, the Israeli 
army said. 

The army ordered northern 
Israelis to take cover after the 
dawn attack. Soldiers ordered 
residents of Kiryai Shmona to 
take cover in security rooms 
and underground shelters. 

No group immediately 
claimed resposibility for the 
attacks 

Israel's northern comman- 
der, Major-General Yitzhak 
Mordecfaai, said the Katyusha 
attack may have been retalia- 
tion by Hizbollah for Thurs- 
day's shelling of Sidon, South 
Lebanon’s largest city. 

Hizbollah considers shelling 
of civilian areas by Israeli 
forces a breach of a U.S.- 
brokered ceasefire which en- 
ded Israel's week-long blitz on 
South Lebanon last July which 
killed 150 people. 

Gen. Mordechai called the 
attack on Sidon an apparent 
mistake carried out by Israel's 

(Continued on page 5) 


By Nermeen Murad 
By a Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian offi- 
cials on Friday dismissed as 
“political propaganda” Israeli 
accusations that Jordan was 
helping the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), which 
has claimed responsibility for 
two suicide bomb attacks that 
killed 12 Israelis during the last 
10 days and threatened to 
launch similar attacks in the 
future. 

“According to our informa- 
tion, the attacks carried out by 
Hamas inside Israel were con- 
ceived, planned and executed 
in the occupied territories,” a 
senior government official 
said. "Thus the accusation that 
Jordan is helping Hamas is 
unsubstantiated hasty and does 
not contribute positively to the 


KIGALI, Rwanda (AP) — 
The ethnic bloodbath in Rwan- 
da raged unchecked Friday, 
with government troops and 
rebels dueling with rockets and 
mortars in a third day of fight- 
ing for control of the capital. 

Belgian news media also re- 
ported that nearly 1,200 ethnic 
Tutsis. more than half of them 
children, were massacred at a 
church outside the city this 
week. 

Meanwhile, a 13-kilometre- 
long column of refugees 
poured out of the corpse- 
strewn capital, which now 
smells of rotting flesh. 

Fighting resumed at dawn in 
Kigali, but the government and 
rebels agreed later in the day 
to hold ceasefire talks, a U.N. 
spokesman said. Diplomats are 
trying to mediate a truce be- 
tween the Central African na- 
tion's majority Hutu and 


peace process,” the official 
told the Jordan Times. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin on Thursday ac- 
cused Jordan of helping Hamas 
although he did not say how 
Jordan was extending that 
help. 

“Israel cannot tolerate the 
situation of Amman being a 
paradise for the activities of 
the Hamas," Mr. Rabin said at 
a hastily called late-night news 
conference in Tel Aviv. “I see 
the need. I and the foreign 
minister together, to come and 
say to the Jordan government: 
This situation is intolerable.” 

Another Jordanian official, 
who also spoke on condition of 
anonymity, dismissed the 
Israeli accusations as politically 
motivated. “It is ridiculous to 
say that Jordan is helping 
Hamas in carrying out these 


minority Tutsi ethnic groups. 

The army and the rebel 
Rwandan Patriotic Front 
(RPF) were firing rockets and 
mortar shells at each other 
near the airport and battled in 
neighbourhood of Kigali, said 
U.N. spokesman Moctar 
Gueye in a telephone inter- 
view. He said, however, that it 
was the quietest day since the 
rebel offensive began before 
dawn Wednesday. 

“There are hundreds of 
thousands of people cut off 
from anything decent or hu- 
man,” Mr. Gueye said. “Peo- 
ple are starving to death in 
their own houses. Babies have 
starved to death in their own 
homes. People are in hiding 
and cannot find food. Hospit- 
als are not functioning.” 

U.N. officials said they were 
not equipped to protect more 
than 12,000 people who sought 


attacks just because a Jorda- 
nian dozen comes out and says 
my group did it,” the offidal 
said “what they (the Israelis) 
are trying to do is to look for 
scapegoats outside the occu- 
pied territories to blame them 
for their own frustration.” 
“Instead of doing that" the 
official continued, “Israel 
needs to look closer to home to 
see that acts of Palestinian 
violence are in direct response 
to acts of violence by Israelis 
against Palestinians. Violence 
can only breed violence, as the 
Israelis well know.” 

Jordanian offidals generally 
believed that Mohammad Naz- 
zal, the Hamas representative 
in Amman, who made the 
statements claiming responsi- 
bility for the attacks against 


shelter at the dry's main King 
Faisal Hospital hoping the Un- 
ited Nations would save them 
from the bloodletting. 

Radio Vlaandercn Interna- 
tional in Belgium and reporters 
in Kigali for the Belgian news- 
papers Het Volk and De 
Morgen reported that the 
Hutu-dominated presidential 
guard was being blamed for the 
massacre of Tutsis at a church 
in Mnsha, 40 kilometres east of 
the capital. 

"At 6:30 Wednesday morn- 
ing, they suddenly came into 
our church. They kicked in the 
door and immediately opened 
fire with semi-automatic 
weapons and threw grenades,'' 
the pastor, Danko Litrick, told 
Het Volk. 

“Afterwards, they attacked 
the defenceless people with 
knives, bats and spears. Only a 

(Coo tinned on page 5) 
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Most foreigners out of Rwanda; 
rebels threaten U.N. troops 
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Christopher says U.S. will 
continue to stand by Israel 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
“Israel is an extraordinary 
place and the Israelis are ex- 
traordinary people." Secretary 
of State Wanen Christopher 
said at an April 14 celebration 
of Israeli “independence day." 

The event at the Israeli 
embassy marked the 46th 
anniversary of the founding of 
the state of Israel. 

Mr. Christopher lauded the 
“remarkable" accomplish- 
ments of the Israeli people and 
noted: “In a sense you have 
triumphed over history and de- 
feated those forces that have 
sought to deny the Jewish peo- 
ple security 3nd even the 
semblance of a normal life.'* 

Turning to current events, 
the secretary expressed out- 
rage and sadness over the vio- 
lence to which Israeli citizens 
continue to be exposed, but he 
also struck an optimistic note. 
“There is a real potential for 
peace in a way that has never 
existed before, not only with 
your Palestinian neighbours 
but with the Arab states as 
well," be said. 

Mr. Christopher also 
affirmed the strength of U.S.- 
israeli ties. “I want to make 
dear to you in unmistakable 
terms that the United States 
will continue to stand with 
Israel," he said. “We believe 
in the idea of Israel, and we 
have an unshakeable commit- 
ment to your security and well- 


being." 

Following is the official text 
of Mr. Christopher's remarks, 
as prepared for delivery: 

“I’m honoured and delight- 
ed to be here this evening to 
help you celebrate the 46th 
anniversary of the founding of 
the state of Israel. Above all I 
feel a real sense of pride in 
being associated and identified 
with this occasion. Israel is an 
extraordinary place and 
Israelis are extraordinary 
people. 

“You are a nation of doers; 
and what you have done and 
accomplished over the past 
four decades — in the face of 
extraordinary adversity — is a 
remarkable testament to your 
special qualities. You have suc- 
ceeded in building a remark- 
able democracy, absorbed 
Jews from the all over the 
world, and become world lead- 
ers in high technology. And 
you have managed to achieve 
all of this while preserving your 
humanity and your sense of 
justice. In a sense you have 
triumphed over history and de- 
feated those forces dial have 
sought to deny the Jewish peo- 
ple security and even die 
semblance of a normal life. 

“Yet there are still chal- 
lenges to be overcome, I wish I 
could say tonight that Israel 
was frilly at peace on this inde- 
pendence day, that terror had 
stopped and that Israelis could 


feel a real sense of security 
every day of their lives. I feel 
both outraged and saddened 
here tonight that Israel’s 
citizens are still exposed to the 
terror of extremists who want 
to deny Israel that security. No 
nation should have to live this 
way. 

“At the same time, there is a 
real potential for peace in a 
way that has never existed be- 
fore, not only with your 
Palestinian neighbours but 
with the Arab states as well. 
We will push the process of 
reconciliation that must suc- 
ceed it peace is to be sustained. 
And we know we have a very 
strong and determined partner 
in Israel. 

“First. Israelis want peace; 
in addition to your search for 
security, the search for peace 
has been your highest national 
priority. Moreover, Israelis are 
courageous and determined 
enough to stay the course for 
peace; these qualities have 
been among your greatest 
national assets. 1 am convinced 
that you will not allow extrem- 
ists on either side to derail the 
negotiations, to defeat your 
purpose, and to shape die fu- 
ture. 

“Finally, I want to make 
dear to you in unmistakable 
terms that the United States 
will continue to stand with 
Israel." 


U.N. readies 
first Iraqi 
compensation 
awards 

GENEVA (R) — The United 
Nations said on Friday that 
experts had recommended a 
total of S3 million in awards to 
compensate a first set of 1,100 
victims of Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The governing council of the 
U.N. Compensation Commis- 
sion will role on the experts’ 
recommendations at its next 
session, to be held in Geneva 
from May 24-27. 

Payments are expected to be 
made to this priority group of 
victims around July, according 
to U.N. and diplomatic 
sources. 

A U.N. statement said the 
1,100 claimants, from 18 na- 
tions, were among 5,000 indi- 
viduals who have filed claims 
in the so-called “B” category 
for serious injury or death of a 
relative resulting from Iraq's 
1990-91 occupation of Kuwait. 

Each claimant is entitled to 
$2,500 if be or she can prove 
serious injury or death of a 
relative. Each family may re- 
ceive a maximum of $10,000. 

“Category “B” claims are 
the first to be considered and 
concern the most sensitive 
humanitarian cases — deaths 
and serious physical and men- 
tal injuries," a U.N. statement 
said. 

The recommendation was 
made by a panel of three com- 
missioners. 


Kurtzer: Peace and stability top 
U.S. Mideast policy concerns 


Farhat appeals to U.S. Congress for 
help in Kuwaiti murder and rape case 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter - 

AMMAN — An American 
citizen of Lebanese origin has 
appealed to the U.S. Con- 
gress for intervention to se- 
cure justice for his family 
members who he says suf- 
fered atrocities in the hands 
Jof vengeful Kuwaitis im- 
mediately after the Iraqi 
occupation of their country in 
early 1991. 

Naim Farhat’s call on the 
American lawmakers comes 
amid indications that a 
Kuwaiti appeals court is 
poised to reduce the life sent- 
ence handed down to a for- 
mer police officer who was 
found guilty of killing Mr. 
Farhat’s father, Ismail, and 
brother, Osama. 

The Kuwaiti state security 
court which tried the case 
cleared the defendant, Jaber 
Al Omairi, of a charge of 
raping Mr. Farhat’s sister, 
Naimat, now 35, who was 
also shot in the head in the 
March 2. 1991, incident at the 
Farhat residence in Kuwait. 

The case is well-known in 
the Gulf and elsewhere but is 
the only one involving human 
rights abuse by Kuwaitis fol- 
lowing the Gulf war. 

The case is of high signifi- 
cance to regional and interna- 
tional human rights organisa- 
tions which have picked up 
the cause of the hundreds of 
non-Kuwaitis, including 
Jordanians and Palestinians, 
who were killed, raped, de- 
tained, tortured or expelled 
from the emirate following 
the Gulf crisis. 

“We bow in respect to Mr. 
Farhat, who almost single- 
handedly fought the battle 
and is continuing to fight 
despite a strong Kuwaiti cam- 
paign to discredit him and 
bury the case,” said a human 
rights activist who said his 
organisation was awaiting a 
final judgement after appeal 
in the Farhat case before 
filing cases of rights viola- 
tions against the Kuwaiti gov- 


ernment. 

In his appeal to the U.S. 
Congress, Mr. Farhat, who 
lives in Santa Gruz, Califor- 
nia, renewed his charge that 
the attack on his family was 
ordered by senior Kuwaiti 
government officials seeking 
to vent their vengeance on 
noo-Knwaitis who re ma ined 
in the emirate during the 
seven-month Iraqi occupa- 
tion. 

The fanuly lived in Kuwait 
for more than 30 yeais and 
Ismail Farhat was working 
for the go v er nm ent when the 
Irakis invaded in August 

“Despite considerable 
risks to their lives, my family 
members actively worked for 
the (Kuwaiti) resistance, by 
channelling money, food and 
supplies to resistance fighters 
to Kuwaiti citizens and non- 
Kuwaiti citizens alike during 
the Iraqi occupation,” Mr. 
Farhat wrote in his appeal to 
the U.S. Congress. A copy of 
the appeal was made avail- 
able to the Jordan Times. 

Following the liberation of 
the emirate, when toe res- 
tored emiri regime proc- 
laimed martial law, 
“thousands of noa-citizen 
Kuwaiti residents were de- 
tained indefinitely and in- 
communicado, forcefully in- 
terrogated. tortured, denied 
due process (of the law) and 
deported in direct violation 
of well-defined laws to die 
contrary,” said the appeal. 
“This is die context in which 
the Kuwaiti government 
ordered and executed the 
orders to assassinate my 
family.” 

“If the Kuwaiti justice sys- 
tem were to fully investigate 
and prosecute all toe guilty 
parties involved in the 
Kuwaiti government • crimes 
against toe Farhat family, I 
feel confident that the trail of 
guilt would lead to toe high- 
est levels in the government 
of Kuwait," Mr. Farhat told 
the lawmakers. 

Arguing that the Kuwaiti 


courts always gave preferntial 
treatment to Kuwaiti citizens 
regardless of toe nature of 
the crime involved, and citing 
cases to support this argu- 
ment, Mr. Farhat wrote that 
the government of the emi- 
rate had sought to shield 
high-level officials fay singling 
out Mr. Omairi for trial after 
heavy pressure was brought 
to bear upon the regime by 
an international campaign 
waged by the Farh&ts. 

The State Security- Court 
found Mr. Omairi guilty of 
two premeditated mu r ders 
and one attempted murder, 
hot banded down less than 
the maximum sentence of 
death, Mr. Farhat pointed 
out. Nor was toe former 
Kuwaiti police officer found 
guilty of raping Miss Naimat. 

The Lebanese woman 
travelled to Kuwait to testify 
in court last-year that Mr. 
Omairi came to toe Farhat 
residence, hogtied Ismail and 
Osama Farhat, took her to 
another room and raped her 
twice, toot her in the head, 
and then shot and killed the 
two men. She survived the 
injuries but is semi-para- 
lysed. She lives with her 
brother and mother in the 
U.S. 

International human rights 
organisations and lawyers un- 
ions have ridiculed the 
Kuwaiti justice system for 
ignoring key evidence in the 
case and passing down a wa- 
ter-down verdict and sent- 
ence. 

According to sources in 
Kuwait, Mr. Omairi has 
appealed the sentence and all 
in d ications are that the prison 
sentence will be reduced 
'when the appeals court rales 
later this month. 

Mr. Farhat, who estimates 
that he spent more than 
$500,000 and the last three 
years in pursuing the case; is 
asking toe U.S. Congress to: 

— Extend a chance to him 
and his sister to testify before 
Congress; 

— Hold an investigation 


into the Farhat case specifi- 
cally and into the human 
rights situati on in Kuwait 
generally “to determine bow 
the U.S. can be a positive 
influence in changing the 
Kuwaiti government’s de- 
fiance of human rights laws." 

— Enact legislation that 
requires Kuwait, under se- 
vere penalty, to satisfactorily 
settle the Farhat case and any 
other human rights cases 
affecting U.S. citizens in 
Kuwait. . _ - •- 

— Enact legislation that 
allows American citizens to 
sue foreign governments in 
U.S. courts and provide U.S. 
government guarantees for 
payment of penalties due to 
citizens who prevail in their 
suits against criminal govern- 
ments. 

Against the background of 
a possible reduction of the 
sentence already passed on 
the defendant, Mr. Farhat is 


“Full justice: all guOty par- 
ties to the crimes against toe' 
Farhat family be tried, con- 
victed and sentenced to the 
fullest extent of the law. 

“Appropriate reparations 
be paid to the Farhat family, 
consistent with judgements in 
similar international human 
rights cases. 

“The Kuwaiti government 
pay costs of removal, trans- 
port and reburial in Lebanon 
of toe remains of Ismail 
Farhat and Osama Farhat. 

“Immediate release of all 
Farhat properties and 
moneys that still remain in 
Kuwait or under Kuwaiti . 
government control to the 
Farhat family. 

“An end to human rights 
crimes in Kuwait and let jus- 
tice be served and compensa- 
tion made to all past victims 
of Kuwaiti government 
crimes. 

“A formal, written, public 
apology from the Kuwaiti 
government to the Farhat 
family for that government’s 
crimes against ns." 


WASHINGTON (USIA) -- 
Peace and stability in toe Mid- 
dle East are among toe highest 
U.S. foreign policy priorities, 
administration officials told the 
House Foreign Affairs sub- 
committee for Europe and the 
Middle East Wednesday. 

“The single largest line item 
in the administration's prop- 
osed international affairs 
budget for FY 1995 — $5,225 
billion — is for the Middle East 
peace process," Deputy Assis- 
tant Secretary of State Dan 
Kurtzer said in testifying on 
U.S. foreign assistance to toe 
Middle East. 

“The president’s FY 1995 
budget “request maintains cur- 
rent aid levels to Israel," he 
said. “These funds play a 
direct and vital role in promot- 
ing our objectives m the peace 
process.” 

Also testifying at toe hearing 
chaired by Lee Hamilton 
(Democrat-Indiana) were 
Margaret Carpenter, assistant 
administrator for Asia and toe 
Near East at the U.S. Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID), and Frederick C. 
Smith, acting deputy assistant 
secretary of defence for Near 
Eastern and South Asian 
affairs. 

In his opening remarks Mr. 
Kurtzer said that as a result of' 
the September 1993, signing of 
the declaration of principles 
between toe Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel, toe U.S. pledged $500 
million over five years in assist- 
ance to Gaza and the West 


Rank , i wi nding $125 million hi 
Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation resources and, in 
the first two years, $150 million 
in USAID-auhninistercd prog- 
rammes. The United States has 
made an additional substantial 
contribution to United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees (UN- 
RWA)*” he said. 

Tin ning to the peace pro- 
cess, Mr/Kurtzer said bilateral 
negotiations are continuing on 
all tracks and “multilateral 
negotiations have moved from 


to concrete actions.” Jordan 
and Israel have signed a com- 
mon agenda “representing 
much substantive agreement” 
on how to structure their bi- 
lateral talks. 

“All of these negotiations - 
are directly supported by U.S. 
foreign assistance," Mr. Kurt- 
zer stressed. “The president’s 
FY 1995 budget request main- 
tains current aid levels to 
Israel,” he said, and funding 
“is designed to strengthen a 
free and democratic Israel as 
well as support our peace pro- 
cess goals." 

At the same time, U.S. 

. military assistance supports 
major weapons system such as 
toe advanced F-15-I and F-16 
fighter aircraft, and toe pur- 
ebasee of SAAR class missile 
’boats for Israel’s coastal pro- 
tection, and enables Israel to 
engage m significant military- 
related research and develop- 
ment. 

Ms. Carpenter, in her re- 


Saudi Arabia may buy submarines 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia may consider buying submarines 
to protect its Gulf and Red Sea coastlines, a senior Saudi 
official said. The official Saudi Press Agency (SPA) quoted 
Deputy Defence and Aviation Minister Prince Abdul Rahman 
Ben Abdul Aziz as saying “buying submarines is a possibility. 
But there are many factors involved in having submarines.” 
Prince Abdul Rahman was speaking at a graduation ceremony 
at a college of naval technical studies on Wednesday, SPA 
said. He did not say whether Saudi Arabia, which depends for 
most of its income on o3 exports carried by tankers from the 
Gulf and the Red Sea, had started negotiations to buy 
submarines. Gulf Arab states, noneof which have submarines,, 
ex p ressed anxiety last year at the purchase by their neighbour 
Iran of two Russian-made submarines and. naval mines. Iran's 
relations with Saudi Arabia have been strained this year by 
disputes over oil production and toe number of Iranian 
pilgrims to the kingdom to perform the Muslim ffaj pilgrim- 
age. Prince Abdul Rahman said toe location of Saudi Arabia 
both on the shallow Gulf and the deeper Red Sea meant it 
might have to operate different kinds of submarines. “We 
cannot have one submarine for toe Gulf and the Red Sea. We 
have responsibilities for both our eastern and western coasts 
and tins has to be taken into consideration,” he said. 

Visa on arrival for GCC residents 

DUBAI (AP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE), in an 
attempt to boost tourism and commerce, will relax entrance 
procedures for white-collar foreigners resident in neighbour- 
ing Gulf countries as of May 10. The local press Thursday 
referred to a cabinet decision allowing expatriate residents in 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GOC) member states to be granted 
a one month visa on the spot at any entry point. The only 
exemption is the category of “labourers." Colonel Junta 
Arrian, director of naturalisation department in Dubai, was 
quoted as saying the move was aimed at boosting the economy 
by helping businessmen and tourists enter the country. “We 
want to encourage businessmen to come to dubai and make 
use of the many commercial and tourist facilities here,” be 
said. The UAE is member of toe GCC, whose other members 
are Sandi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain and Oman. Until 
now, all non-GCC nationals had to obtain visas in advance, 
part of strict rales to control the foreign work force flooding i 
the region since the oil boom of the 1970s. Only nationals of | 
the six GCC states are allowed entry without visas. 

Algeria suspends French newspaper 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisia has ordered the suspension of French 
language L’Independent newspaper for printing articles it said 
were a threat to public and state security, an official statement 
said. A Ministry of Communications statement carried by the 
official Algerian APS news agency monitored in Tunis said the 
order was effective immediately. A number of newspapers and 
publications have been suspended since late 1992 under 
emergency measures adopted in February that year. These 
give the government powers to suspend publications they 
deem harmful to state and public security. Algeria’s army- 
backed authorities are battling to contain a surge in violence 
they attribute to Islamic militants who want to establish an 
Islamic state in the country. 


marks on USAID initiatives, 
said United States economic 
assistance is “absolutely vital 
to helping forward an agenda 
of peace.” 

USAID’s major objective in 
the region is to invigorate eco- 
nomic growth through support 
for economic reform and ex- 
pansion of private-sector initi- 
tives, Ms. Carpenter said. 
“Overall, our programmes are 
designed to expand access and 
opportunities for toe poor, 
‘give citizens a greater voice in- 
economic decisions, and sup- 
port sound environmental 
management." 

In the coming months, Ms. 
Carpenter said, USAID will 
begin implementing. new pro- 
jects in health, democracy, 
bousing, private enterprise and 
environmental management — 
particularly water, wastewater 
and sewage treatment systems. 

“A crucial aspect of USAID 
efforts in each of these areas is 
to support the creation of insti- 
tutional structures necessary 
for Palestinians to assume re- 
sponsibility for conduct of eco- 
nomic and social activity,” she 
said. 

As an example,- Ms. Carpen- 
ter cited a USAID project with 
the Palestinian Housing Coun- 
cil that will permit construction 
of new residences and upgrad- 
ing existing ones, and toe con- 
struction of six apartment 
buildings beginning in June. 

Many of USAID’s activities 
will continue to be im- 
plemented through private 
voluntary organisations m the 


region, Ms. Carpenter added; 
noting that USAID has no 
personnel presently in the 
occupied territories. 

Mr. Smith, testifying jot the . 
administration’s FY *95 dc*. 
fence package, said that of the 
total $3,ni-miltion requested; 
$3,107 million has been n> 
quested for “our principal 
partners in the Middle East 
peace process, Egypt. Israel 
and Jordan." •. • 

If toe bilateral and multi- 
lateral peace efforts are to suc- 
ceed, he stressed, “Israel’s, 
security must not be in doubt,? 
While the threat to Israel today 
is at “an historic low,” real 
challenges are ballistic mistiks 
coupled with biological, che>- _ 
mi cal and nuclear warheads 
he explained. ’*7 

.“Israel regards Iran and Iraq' 
as its principal long-term , 
strategic threats, and Syria re- 
mains a conventional threat td 
Israel," he noted. ’The most 
immediate threats for Israel:, 
are terrorism and the daily 
violence in toe occupied terri- 
tories as the peace process 
moves forward.” 

Mr. Smith said the United 
States will continue to supple- 
ment Israel's military financing 
through extraordinary author- 
ities, such as early disburse- 
ment of funds and the transfer 
of excess defence articles 
under the Southern Region 
Amendment, and toe draw- 
down of tip to $700 million of 
defence items from Defence 
Department stocks and war 
reserve stockpiles 1 


Iraq urges Turkey to break 
embargo for its own good 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Tur- 
key should break toe U.N.- 
imposed trade embargo with 
Iraq for its own economic well- 
being, the newspaper of Iraq’s 
ruling Baath Party urged 
Friday. 

The newspaper. A! Thawra, 
maintained that Turkey “pos- 
sessed enough moral and legal 
justification for taking the pre- 
cedence.” 

The newspaper's comments, 
. reported by the Iraqi News 
Agency (IN A), were made as 
Turkish Foreign Ministry 
Under-Secretary Ozdem San- 
berk was in Baghdad for talks 
on toe disposal of several mil- 
lion barrels of oil trapped in a 
pipeline that runs from Iraqi 
fields to Turkey’s Mediterra- 
nean coast. 

But the news agency report, 
monitored in Nicosia, did not 
mention Mr. San berk’s visit or 
the talks. 

Turkey used to earn up to 
$250 million annually from 
pipeline royalties and has been 
pressing for toe U.N. embargo 
to be lifted, at least as far as oil 
exports through Turkey are 
concerned. 

Al Thawra tuged Turkey to 
take the initiative in lifting the 
embargo in order to return to 
the level of economic develop- 
ment it bad attained when its 
commercial relations with Iraq 
were active, INA reported. 

“Salvaging the Turkish eco- 
nomy from toe deteriorating 
situation it is suffering from 
lies in 'treating the exceptional 
conditions it is feeing as a 
result of the embargo on Iraq,” 
Al Thawra argued. 

The embargo is to remain in 
place until Iraq complies with 
terms of the ceasefire that en- 
ded toe Gulf war in February 
1991. 3 

U.N. experts already have 
destroyed the bulk of Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction 
and facilities to develop such 
arms. They are now in the 
process of setting up long-term 
monitoring of the country's 
arms industry. 

Experts have said Turkey is 

concerned that the estimated 


7.5 million barrels of oil that 
remain in tire pipeline could 
erode toe structure and render, 
it unfit for use by the time the 
embargo is lifted and Iraq is 
allowed to resume its oQ ex- 
ports. 

The pipeline has come under 
repeated attack from Kurdish 
rebels waging a separatist war 
in Turkey’s southeast. ' . 

Mr. Sanberk’s visit camera 
response to an invitation At- 
tended by his Iraqi counter- 
part, Riyad Al Qaisi, who was 
m Ankara in January for talks 
on the pipeline and to seek 
Turkey’s support for an end to 
toe U.N. sanctions. 

Turkey was a leading mem- 
ber of the U.S.-led anti-Iraq 
military coalition and allowed 
its territory to be used by allied 
planes for attacks against Iraqi 
targets during toe war over 
Kuwait. 

In recent months, Turkey* 
has taken a more conciliatory 
approach to Iraq than toe 
other coalition members and is 
the only one to have reopened 
its embassy in Baghdad. 

Iraq lobbies Malaysia 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Saeed Al Sahaf 
held talks in Malaysia on Fri- 
day to nun support against the 
U.N. sanctions. • 

He called on Acting Foreign 
Minister Syed Hamid Albar 
and was scheduled to travel to 
Indonesia and India to lobby”, 
for lifting the sanctions. 

“Malaysia is keen on seeing 
the sanctions being lifted pro- 
vided Iraq complies with .the 
conditions laid down by the 
United Nations," Mr. Syed 
Hamid told reporters after 
their talks. 

“We want to see a return of 
normalcy to the region as we 
don t want the people of Iraq 
to continue suffering,”, said 
Mr. Syed Hamid, who is the 
law minister. 

Officials said Mr. Sahaf is 
expected to hold talks with 
Depufy Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim and leave for Jakarta 
on Sunday. 
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Jordan, Austria discuss~setting up education and information 
exchange programmes in linguistics , foreign language training 


By lan A tall* 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An education and 
information exchange prog- 
ramme in linguistics and fore- 
ign language training currently 
under discussion between Au- 
stria and Jordan would aim at 
eliminating some of “the ineffi- 
cient English language 
teaching methods which cost 
the Arab World billions of 
dollars annually in mistakes 
and fail ores,” according to Dr. 
Robert de Beau grande, profes- 
sor of English at the University 
of Vienna. 

The proposed initiatives 
would also aim ax bringing the 
Arabic language and its collo- 
quial dialects out of their state 
tof relative inaccessibility to 
foreign students and trainees, 
he said. 

Dr. de Beaugrande spoke to 


die Jordan Times on Thursday 
after having accompanied An- 
strian President Thomas Kks- 
tfl’s official state visit to Jor- 
dan, He said that the proposed 
programmes came as one step 
in underlining the current 
strengthening of relations be- 
tween the two countries, 
“which come out of the fact 
that onr country wants to take 
a firm and visible stand against 
the deepening divisions of 
North versus South and West 
versus East that have led to 
lamentable outbreaks of re- 
sentment and violence in all 
parts of the globe.” 

Dr. de Beaugrande said that 
in his view, traditional western 
methods of foreign language 
training “have not been sensi- 
tive to the context of the Arab 
World and the Arabs suffer a 
lot from importing these 


teaching methods uncritical- 
ly-" 

The result, he said, was an 
unavailability in the Middle 
East of competent English 
speakers to fill positions in the 
civil services and industry, 
“not to mention the human 
cost to those people who have 
not been trained properly in 
English." 

On the other side of the 
coin, he said, it had been 
proven that current traditional 
language teaching methods are 
not successful in teaching Ara- 
bic as a foreign language. 

“The Arabic language is ex- 
ploding onto the world stage, 
and it simply cannot continue 
to be taught with inefficient 
methods.” 

Dr. de Beaugrande said that 
the pro g r am mes under discus- 
sion between Jordan and Au- 


stria would involve the Uni- 
versity of Vienna and In- 
foterm, the linguistics depart- 
ment of the Austrian govern- 
ment's Bureau of Standards. 

Although the overall prog- 
ramme was still in the initial 
stage of discussion, he said, it 
would indude among other 
things cooperation with Jor- 
dan's military to help improve 
its departments responsible for 
foreign language training and 
translation, the establishment 
of a studies databank on va- 
rious Arabic dialects spoken in 
Jordan, and the offering of 
facilities in the University of 
Vienna’s languages and ling- 
uistics departments for senior 
Jordanian academidans and 
military personnel to conduct 
Ph.D. arid post-doctorate stu- 
dies there. 

Dr. de Beaugrande added 


that after the finalisation of the 
outline of the proposed prog- 
rammes, they would be pre- 
sented to His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, and "we 
hope that (hese programmes 
will be under his patronage.” 

“The eventual scale of the 
over-all programme depends 
on how well it runs,” he said, 
adding that if the initial results 
showed promise, the program- 
me could eventually be ex- 
panded. 

He added that Infotcrm 
might also be aiding the Arab 
League in the implementation 
of its recent decision to push 
for “the standardisation of 
Arabic terminology,” and Au- 
stria hoped to open up similar 
academic and intellectual ex- 
change initiatives with Palesti- 
nians after their realisation of 
self-government. 


Brother stabs sister 
for alleged adultery 


By Rana Hussemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 20-year-old 
Zarqa woman Thursday was 

■ stabbed by her brother and was 
listed in critical condition, a 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) report said. 

The woman, identified as 
. Khawia A. K., had a deep 

- wound in the neck and another 
in the chest inflicted by her 
brother who surrendered to 
police immediately after the 
incident, a CDD official told 
the Jordan Times. 

The official said the victim, 
the mother of a two-year-old 
child, was married and di- 
vorced twice. 

The reason for her second 
divorce, the official main- 
tained, was alleged adultery. 

In his testimony to police 
•and CDD officials, the 

■ brother, who was not identi- 
' fied. said his family asked him 

■ to kill his sister to “cleanse the 
family honour.” He told police 
he took a knife, went to his 
house where his sister was 

- staying and- stabbed her." » 

Zarqa MiUtaxy Hospital 4e- 

■ dined to release details of the 
* woman’s condition, but the 

CDD official told the Jordan 


Times that the woman is ex- 
pected to survive. Zarqa police 
declined comment on the 


Man seriously hurt 
in wft fan 

A 20-year-old man, was 
seriously injured Thursday 
when the elevator he was rid- 
ing free-wheeled for three stor- 
ies. a police report said. 

Akram ML was in the eleva- 
tor of one of the factories — 
whose name was withheld by 
police — he works in when the 
accident occurred. 

The man was rushed to A1 
Quds Hospital for treatment. 
Hospital sources told the Jor- 
dan Times that the victim suf- 
fered brain contusions, skull 
fractures and shoulder disloca- 
tion. 

“There is a 20 per cent 
chance that the man would 
survive because his body is not 
accepting any medicine,” the 
attending nurse said. 

* ■ He /added that the man is in 
-acoma, mid it-m^it be months 
beforfc hfe wakesup.. • - 

Police reports indicate that 
the family are filing a law suit 
against the factory owner. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pakistani official arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Pakistani Minister of Industry and 
Industrial Production Mohammad Asghar arrives here today 
on a fonr-day visit to Jordan for talks with senior Jordanian 
officials on economic and commercial cooperation. Mr. 
Asghar will hold talks with senior officials at the Jordan 
Phosphates Mines Company on scopes of cooperation in the 
area of exporting phosphates to Pakistani markets. 

Race to mark Crown Prince Hassan award 

AMMAN (Petra) — Crown Prince Hassan’s Award Office will 
April 29 organise a 10-kiloraetre race to mark the 10th 
anniversary of the award, according to director of the office 
Samar Kfldani. At a press conference held Friday, Ms. Kildani 
said the race will start at 9,000 a.m. from the Marriott Hotel 
and end at the hotel after passing through the 3rd, 4th and 5th 
circles, in addition to A1 Hussein Sport City circle. A total of 
1,000 youths will be taking part in the race, she said. 

New commemoration stamp to be issued 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet has decided to issue special 
cfompc marking the thrid Hashemite reconstruction of AI 
Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock in occupied 
Jerusalem. The stamp will be issued Monday to coincide with a 
special celebration held to mark the completion of the 
reconstruction work, which was carried out at the expense of 
His Majesty King Hussein. The new stamp will be of three 
denominations. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


☆ Lecture with slides entitled “Brancusi At the Source of 
Modem Sculpture” by art critic Nelly Lama at Darat Al 
Fan on of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jabal 
Lmreibdeh al 5:00 pjm. 

* Lecture entitled “Arab Economy and the Challenges iof 
Peace” by former Egyptian Minister of Ecwnomy Dr. 
Mustafa Al Sa’id at Abdnl Hameed Shoman Foundation fax 
John! Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

☆ Concert by the Jordan Music Academy at the main theatre 
of the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p-m. 


exhibitions 


☆ Art exhibition by artist Latifa Yousef at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

vMtas * n hv artists Afia Ammoura, Dorathy Mango, Hind 
U** Mttt., Tete Ab’«l 

Art Gallery (10:00 a.m. - 6d)0 p.m.) (TeL 819861). 

* Exhibition of caffigraphy at Orfafi Art GaBery,(TeL 
826932). 

* Electronics and electrics exhibition at the WwM Cenhnefar 
Exhibitions, University Road (1030 a.m.- KfcOO p.m.) (Tel. 
602609). 

* Paintings exhibition by Jordanian and lAbaa * * artists 

jSSd Samis and Jehad Abo Snlefflgn at ABa Art Gallery 

(930 -1330, 15:00-18:00) (TeL 639303). 
a, nnnhks frhi MHnn by artist Buriuui Saleh Mohammad at 
to for Art Colter, (TeL 695291). 

* Book exhibition at the International Exhibition Centre, 
University Road. 

■fr Engraving exhibition by. artist Jean-Pterre Pincemin at the 
French Cultural Centre. 


Report studies condition of 


women in occupied territories 


‘Status of Palestinian women 
hinges on structure of future state’ 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Would the 
coming authority with its pre- 
sent symbols secure women 
their rights of equality and 
freedom?” was the question a 
member of the Palestinian 
Women Society (PWS) asked 
in a telephone interview with 
the Jordan limes. 

Sausan Ra'fat’s question is 
typical of many women con- 
cerned about their status in 
the future Palestinian auton- 
omous entity. Mrs. Ratal is a 
member of the PWS commit- 
tee that drafted a report on 
the condition of the Palesti- 
nian women, to be presented 
at the Beijing International 
Conference for Women in 
1995. 

The report projects a grim 


women 

positions, education opportu- 
nities and health services as 
well as many other economic- 
al, political and social issues. 

The committee that issued 
the study, says the /eport, 
faced many problems due to 
the difficulties in acquiring 
statistical information m the 
absence of a national author- 
ity in the occupied territories. 

Palestinian women under 
the occupation assumed lead- 
ing positions iii the resist- 
ance, but this active political 
role did not translate itself in 
other areas like financial, 
professional, educational and 
social status or relationships 
between women’s organisa- 
tions that would deal with 
women's needs, said the re- 
port. 

Working women do not 
assume leading positions in 
institutions and they were not 
part of derision making in 
any economic or political 
organisation regardless of 
their qualifications, says the 
report. It added that this was 
largely caused by the 
women's organisations’ pri- 
marily political orientation. 

“The political predomi- 
nance over women's activities 
is a ‘two-edged sword’ that 
included women in national 
concerns, but distracted them 
from identifying with the so- 
cial discrimination against 
them,” concluded the report. 

Suppositions concerning 


the future of women under 
Palestinian rule vary in the 
report from sceptical to hope- 
ful and optimistic. 

Mrs. Ra'fat expressed her 
“fears" of the effect of the 
“friendly” communication 
bridges between the PLO 
mainstream faction Fateh 
and the Islamist fun 
damentalists Hamas. She told 
the Jordan Times that women 
will be the losing sector if any 
joint leadership of the two 
factions were established. 

She added that women on- 
ions in the occupied territor- 
ies are falling behind in secur- 
ing women's rights and that 
pressure groups should now 
prepare themselves for a so- 
cial struggle to lobby for fun- 
damental changes concerning 
women's status in the area.. 

“During, the uprising,. . 

was short lived. After a 
while, women were dragged 
back into their homes to be 
forced into marriage or 
attend to their family mem- 
bers’ needs,” she added. 

This social discrimination 
manifested itself in several 
areas: Palestinian women, for 
example, were denied equal 
opportunities to education 
and work. 

The report speculated that 
the number of educated men 
was much larger than that of 
women, and that working 
women were much fewer 
than working men. 

Moreover, the West Bank 
and Gaza witnessed limited 
advancement in women's so- 
cial status due to the structu- 
ral change the Palestinian 
community underwent after 
the occupation. These 
changes took place mainly in 
the cities and were not signifi- 
cant enough to effect the 
“embedded backward soda! 
traditions,” charged the re- 
port. 

The number of universities 
increased and avenues for 
education expanded, but the 
society still dictated the 
“proper” field of academic 
specialisation for women, 
which explains why most col- 
lege graduates are women, 
while university graduates 
are predominantly men, says 
the report. 

Poverty is another problem 


that prevents women from 
improving their status in the 
occupied territories. Accord- 
ing to the report, women 
surfer the most from poor 
firing conditions, which is a 
deliberate policy adopted by 
the Israelis to distract Palesti- 
nians from engaging in poli- 

al activities. This strategy, 
however, failed to keep men 
away from political resistance 
to occupation, which, in 
many cases, left women re- 
sponsible for making a living 
to feed and educate family 
members. Despite this bur- 
den women carried, they 
were still underpaid for the 
labour they did and not rec- 
ognised as family supporters 
because of the nature of their 
work which was mainly res- 
trictedto embroidery, house- 
work Afld, otfter,. domes^c 
.2.U 

Observers maintain tbtit 
women’s status in the coming 
stages are dependent on the 
nature of the structure of the 
Palestinian state. There are 
many doubts concerning the 
nature of the political 
orientation of the long awa- 
ited state and the role of 
women in it. 

A PLO member who re- 
fused to be identified told the 
Jordan Times that it would 
not be easy to disregard 
women’s role in the 
Palestinian- Israeli struggle 
and that their participation as 
a constructive force to build 
the country’s economic forces 
is much needed, which, in 
turn, gives women the chance 
to force society to acknow- 
ledge them as responsible 
and constructive citizens with 
rights that cannot be dismis- 
sed. 

“It all boils down to the 
structure of the Palestinian 
state; on the one hand, it 
might be progressive and 
democratic and on the other, 
it oould be a traditional, con- 
servative state like all other 
Arab countries," said the 
Palestinian official. 

He added that women’s 
assumption of a better status 
in society is contingent on the 
progress of all democratic 
and progressive forces in the 
Arab World, and their ability 
to achieve leading positions 
to enable them to "steer soci- 
ety in the right direction.” 


Antiquities Department retrieves 
more illegally excavated artefacts 


By Eha NasraHah 

. Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Close coopera- 
tion between the Department 
of Antiquities and the Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
has led to the retrieval of yet 
another batch of artefacts ille- 
gally excavated in southern 
Jordan. 

Director Safwan Al Tell told 
the Jordan Times that teams 
from the Department of Anti- 
quities in the Karak region 
have alerted the local police 
about illegal excavations going 
on in Bab Thraa and Ghor Safi 
as well as in Wadi Araba. 

Investigations led to the 
arrest of three suspects whose 
homes were searched and from 
whom artefacts were retrieved 
by (he department, said Dr. 
TelL 

The three suspects were 
found to be in possession of 
89 7 pieces of pottery, coins and 
ostnch eggs, as well as bone 
artefacts dating back to the 
Bronze Age, some 3000 yean 


B.C., he added. 

This is the second time in 
less than a month that people 
suspected of having conducted 
illegal excavations have been 
detained by the authorities in 
the southern regions which 
abound with archaeological 
sites, said Dr. Tell. 

“We believe that the sus- 
pects have contacts in Amman 
who finance their operations 
and try to do illicit trade with 
the country's archaeological 
wealth," said Dr. Tell. 

He added that through illeg- 
al excavations, these people 
are trying to make personal 
profit but they are impeding 
organised and legal digs by the 
Department of Antiquities. 

Brigadier Fayez Qablan, 
Karak police department 
director, was quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, as 
saying that a special police 
squad had been closely cooper- 
ating with the Department of 
Antiquities and conducting 
surveillance of the movements 


of the suspects before they 
made the move to capture 
them. 

Dr. Tell said that the depart- 
ment has limited powers and 
can by no means provide full 
protection to more than 
100.000 archaeological sites 
found in various parts of the 
country. 

He said that according to 
Jordanian laws, no one except 
the Department of Antiquities 
has the right to excavate for 
artefacts, gold or any other 
treasures. Also according to 
the law, nothing found by acci- 
dent should be concealed from 
the department or destroyed, 
he added. 

He urged the government to 
help spread awareness among 
the public, especially students, 
as to the importance of the 
artefacts which, he said, stands 
out as witness to the various 
cultures that flourished in this 
part of the world throughout 
history. 


Jordanian Islamic council 
has plan for Afghan peace 


Bu a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An umbrella 
organisation for Islamic 
Organisations and Societies 
in Jordan has appealed to ail 
warring factions in Afghanis- 
tan to suspend their war for 
control over the war- 
shattered country and adopt 

a plan to restore peace in the 
country. 

It was the first public com- 
ment from a Jordanian group 
on the continuing btooshed in 
Afghanistan despite the with- 
drawal of the Red Army and 
the collapse of the Moscow- 
supported regime of Presi- 
dent Najibullah in Kabul in 
1992. 

It was not immediately 
dear whether the Jordanian 
government, which has been 
calling for national recon- 
ciliation on Afghanistan, sup- 
ported the call by the Council 
of Islamic Organisations and 
Societies in Jordan. 

The council statement, a 
copy of which was made 
available to the Jordan 
Times, said all Muslims of the 
world were "deeply pained” 
by the violence in Afghanis- 
tan and called for an immedi- 
ate end to all hostilities. 

The bloodshed in the coun- 
try “violates all principles of 
Islam and God’s teachings as 
revealed to us in the Koran,” 
said the statement, dting a 
Koranic saying which says 
“anyone who purposely kills 
a believer is destined for 
hell." 

After ousting the 
communist-supported reg- 
ime, the Afghan factions are 
fighting among themselves 
for power. Renegade Prime 
Minister Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar, supported by Uzbek 
warlord Rashid Dostum, is 
waging a battle on Kabul 
since Jan. 1 in a bid to oust 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani. 

Mediations efforts have 
miserably failed, including a 
reconciliation agreement 
si gnaitiy'all Afghan, factional 
leadpsiin LMecca last' year. 
The Pakistani-brokered 
agreement was guaranteed by 
Saudi Arabia. 

The fighting, which in- 
cludes in discriminate shelling 
and bombing of residential 
areas of Kabul, has claimed 
the lives of several thousand 
and displaced tens of 
thousands of Afghan resi- 
dents of the capital. 

A recent U.N. mission 
headed by former Tunisian 


Foreign Minister Mahmoud 
Mestiri was the latest interna- 
tional bid to put an end to the 
bloodshed among the Afghan 
factions, whose loyalties are 
determined by the volume of 
arms and ammunition pro- 
vided by their backers. 

Except for a four-dav ceas- 
efire during its visit to Kabul, 
the Mesnn mission achieved 
little. 

The Jordanian council 
proposed that a 30- member 
committee of Islamic scholars 
and intellectuals be formed 
by the Organisation of Isla- 
mic Conference (OIC) from 
its member countries to help 
form a transitory government 
of "non -political" Afghans to 
run the country for a period 
of 10 months. 

During this period, the 
proposed OIC committee will 
work with the interim gov- 
ernment to prepare par- 
liamentary elections. The 
elected parliament will deter- 
mine the shape of the govern- 
ment based on the number of 
seats gained by various par- 
ties. based on one seat for 
every 10.000 voters. The 
elections will be governed by 
a law to be drafted by the 
interim government in con- 
sultations with the OIC com- 
mittee and based on distinct 
party platforms and program- 
mes, according to the propos- 
al. 

Candidates from inside and 
outside Afghanistan are eligi- 
ble to take part in the elec- 
tions as long as they can 
establish tneir Afghan 
nationality. 

The interim government 
will step down immediately 
after the elections in favor of 
the elected government, 
which will in turn work with a 
100-member body of Afghan 
politicians, scholars and ex- 
perts to draft a new constitu- 
tion for the country, said the 
proposal. The constitution 
will clearly demarcate the ex- 
ecutive, legislative and judici- 
ary authorities of the coun- 

■*»y- 

The proposal called on the 
•-gowsmniems of Saudi Arabia 
»■ and otbef^oiMich^ulf states 
to provide an immediate 
assistance of S100 million to 
help the implementation of 
the proposal for peace in 
Afghanistan. 

The assistance will be 
appropriated by the interim 
government in consultation 
with the OIC committee, 
according to the proposal. 

The immediate precondi- 
tions for the implementation 
of the proposal are a halt to 


all factional violence in the 
country and an undertaking 
by Afghanistan's neighbours 

that they will not allow the 
smuggling of arms or armed 
fighters into Afghanistan 
from their territories. 

During the interim period, 
any military dispute arising 
between the various factions 
among themselves or the gov- 
ernment will be settled by the 
OIC committee. 

After the elections, the 
100-member committee will 
act as an arbiter in all Afghan 
feuds of a political nature, 
said the proposal. 

Abdul Laiif Subeihi, 
secretary-general of the 
Council of Islamic Organisa- 
tions and Societies in Jordan, 
said the proposal was nt to 
all Afghan factional leaders, 
the OIC and the governments 
of Pakistan, Iran and Tajikis- 
tan. the three neighbours of 
Afghanistan. 

Mr. Subeihi was quoted by 
the Associated rress as 
saying that a copy of the 
proposal was also sent to the 
Jordanian Foreign Ministry 
and that his organisation was 
ready to dispatch a delega- 
tion of five or six members to 
follow up on the proposal if it 
was found acceptable to the 
warring Afghan leaders. 

There was no immediate 
response to the proposal 
from the Afghan groups, 
which continued their binei 
battle, claiming more fives 
and wounding hundreds in 
the battered Afghan capital 

Most leaders of the Afghan 
rebel groups are known to be 
hostile towards Jordan be- 
cause of the Kingdom's firm 
position during the 1980-90 
resistance battle against the 
Soviet occupation that 
national reconciliation was 
the best solution for the 
Afghan ronflict. 

During the conflict itself. 
Jordan, upon the request of 
the former Soviet Union, 
played a major role in arrang- 
ing' peace talks between the , 
»»• government and the rebels as 
well as meetings between 
Soviet representatives and 
Afghan factional leaders. 

Jordanian mediation was 
seen as instrumental in con- 
vincing the late Pakistani 
president, Mohammad Zia 
Ul-Haq, an ardent supporter 
of the rebel groups, to see the 
wisdom in seeking a negoti- 
ated end to the Soviet milit- 
ary intervention in Afghanis- 
tan during talks with Mos- 
cow's representatives in 
Geneva in the late 80s. 


Workshop on 
proper use of 
irrigation water 

and chemicals 
to be held 

AMMAN — With the interna- 
tional and local awakening on 
the environmental problems' 
concerning water and agricul- 
ture, the Regional Centre on 
Agrarian Reform and Rural 
Development for the Near 
East (CARDNE) in coopera- 
tion with the Food and Agri- 
culture Organisation (FAO) — 
Regional Office for the Near 
East — is holding a workshop 
to Tackle the issues of the 
already scarce and. polluted 
irrigation water and the abu- 
sive use of the agro-chemicals 
and pesticide;, in producing 
more crops 

The workshop will take 
place in Amman from April 25 
to April 28. 1994. Participants 
from Cyprus, Egy; Iran, Jor- 
dan, Lebanon. Libya, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, Tunisia and 
Turkey are expected to attend 
the workshop in addition to 
representatives from the FAO 
headquarters and Near East 
Regional Office, the Arab 
Organisation for Agricultural 
Development and the centre. 

Experts and decision makers 
from the water, agriculture and 
extension fields will present 
papers on the over-pumping of 
the underground water, over- 
use of water in irrigation prac- 
tices, soil and water salinity, 
soil degradation, desertifica- 
tion, soil and water pollution 
as a result of improper use of 
agricultural chemicals, man 
and animal poisoning, lack of 
proper farm management and 
lack of national agricultural 
policies. 

A field trip to witness the 
existing problems will be 
arranged for the participants to 
get firsthand information and 
observe the cases presented to 
them. On the last day of the 
workshop a panel discussion 
will take place, and recom- 
mendations will follow. 


AT TIE 

CULTURAL PALACE - HUSSAIN SPORT CITY 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL - 1 
2nd ANNUAL FESTIVAL 
FOR 

“ ART... MUSIC & HUMAN RIGHT' 
PRESENTS 

MIRAGE MUSICAL TEAM 

& 

ITS MIME PERFORMING TROUPE 
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WEDNESDAY 20 APRIL 1 994 
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Self-reliance for south 

IT WAS a case of self-reliance at Its best 
when three major Jordanian companies 
operating in southern Jordan took up 
the challenge posed by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan to turn their 
“charity programmes" in southern re- 
gions of the country into economically 
productive projects. The Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company (JPMC), the 
Arab Potash Company (APC) and the 
Jordan Cement Factories Company 
(JCFC) are now spearheading the crea- 
tion of a JD1 million “development 
fund" to finance a new venture, known 
as the South Development Company 
(SDC), for the purpose of alleviating 
economic suffering In the south of the 
country. Crown Prince Hassan *s initia- 
tive, and the positive response by JPMC, 
APC and JCFC to it, are indeed effective 
and timely in view of the continuing 
economic recession in the southern re- 
gion and the relatively high unemploy- 
ment rate in that part of the country. 

Today marks the first day when the 
board of directors of SDC will meet to 
give shape to some of the preliminary 
projects that are expected to be launched 
immediately. Where we may disagree 
with the organisers though Is over the 
mistaken belief that the projects for the 
south need to be profit oriented. Given 
the experience of some of the other 
projects of self-reliance elsewhere In the 
country and their success in market 
products, there is no reason not to expect 
a similar performance by the job- 
creating projects in the south. 

Still the first order of business should 
be to solve, in part at least, the water 
problem in the south. There can be no 
way to develop the area without first 
addressing the shortage of water there. 
Much talk had been devoted to con- 
structing dams and reservoirs. Even 
.more talk was devoted to deploying wind 
jand solar energy. But, unless and until 
:the dual problem of water and energy 
•are addressed all good-inten turned plans 
| to reconstruct the south would remain 
:pious thinking. The building of the 
: infrastructure of the south calls for new 
•major efforts by the country as a whole. 

: Hopefully the ongoing plans to help the 
isouth help itself could in due course turn 
;most attention to these infra-structure 
: considerations. Then and only then, 

: could the south stand on its own two feet. 


: ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


. A COLUMNIST IN Al Ra’i commented on the Wednesday 
■ suicide bomb attack in which six Israelis were killed at a bus 
terminal in northern Israel by saying that it came as a natural 
reaction to the continued atrocities committed by the Israeli 
troops and settlers against the Palestinian civilian population. 
The Israelis must realise that neither the occupation of Arab 
land nor the complete sealing of the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip can ensure security for the Israelis, said Tareq Masar- 
weh. The land where the atrocities are being committed 
against the Palestinians is Palestinian and not Israeli land, and 
the holy places desecrated by the Israelis are those that belong 
to the Arabs and Muslims, said the writer. The Israeli soldiers 
and the Jewish settlers can by no means remain free to kill 
Arabs at will, demolish their homes and evict families from 
their homes without having to account for their action, said the 
writer. He said that continued violence can only breed 
violence and counter attacks and retaliations that are bound to 
cause more sufferings for both sides. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i daily criticised the Water 
Authority for not fairly distributing water to the inhabitants of 
various districts of Amman. Nazih said that while certain parts 
of the capital are supplied by more than they need of water 
supplies, other areas, like the district of Hay Nazzal, suffer for 
many days at a stretch without a drop of water. It is true that 
sometimes water is stopped because of maintenance work on 
the networks but since the water supplies continually and for 
many days fail to reach 'whole districts^ something terribly 
wrong must exist with the water distribution system, said the 
writer. 


THIS WEEK is of special significance to all those who love 
Jerusalem and care for the historic and religious ties that 
Arabs and Muslims have with the holy city. Monday marks the 
formal completion of restoration work at the Dome of the 
Rock Mosque in Jerusalem financed by His Majesty King 
Hussein. Arab and Muslim representatives are converging on 
Amman to mark the occasion, which could also witness the 
beginning of a serious, concerted Arab and Muslim action 
along with Christians towards ensuring that the rights of Islam 
and Christianity to Jerusalem are preserved and placed above 
all Israeli efforts to eclipse them. 

It is an occasion to remember that Israel's military control of 
the city since 1967 has been accompanied with an allout drive 
by the Zionists to gain international sympathy and support fbr 
their claim to Jerusalem as the ''eternal and indivisible capital" 
of Israel. The drive sought to distort history and emphasise 
that it was only a matter of logic that the “Biblical rights” of 
the Jews allow them to “reclaim’' Jerusalem as their property 
and that was the end of the affair. 

We in Jordan have always been aware of the Israeli 
campaign and we have always sought to mobilise broad Arab 
and Muslim efforts to undermine the Zionist drive and reassert 
the rights of Muslims and Christians to the holy dty. Very 
unfortunately, support for the Jordanian effort has somehow 
been politically clouded, particularly in terms of Arab 
backing. 

Jordan's ties with Jerusalem precede the union of the two 
banks of the River Jordan in the 1950s. Modern history shows 
that the Hashemite family maintained those ties throughout 
the life of Sherif Hussein I bn Ali. who, as far back as 1920, 
took a personal interest in Jerusalem and the Islamic shrines 
there. It is no coincidence that Sherif Hussein was laid to rest 
in the holy dty. That relationship was maintained by the late 
King Abdullah who was approached by the then Grand Mufti 
of Jerusalem. Amin Husseini, in 1938 to reaffirm the Hashe- 
mite, role as the guardian of the Islamic holy shrines in 


Jerusalem. 

The completion of the restoration work at the Dome of the 
Rode in Jerusalem comes amidst ambiguities surrounding the 
future of the holy dty. 

On the one hand, Israeli leaders proclaim loudly that there 
cannot be any compromise over the Jewish state’s claim that 
the holy dty is its capital. On the other hand, the Israel- 
Falestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) agreement of Sept. 
13, 1993, or the declaration of prindples as it is formally 
known, dearly stipulates that the future of Jerusalem would be 
open for discission in the final status negotiations beginning in 
the third year of autonomy. Hopefully, Israel will live up to its 
commitment in the agreement 

But that does not address the Hashemite links to Jerusalem. 
Conveniently forgotten by others in the context of Jerusal em is 
the fact that when King Hussein severed legal and administra- 
tive links with the West Bank, which indudes Jerusalem, in' 
July 1988, he did not renounce his role as the guardian of the 
Islamic holy shrines in Jerusalem. Despite a severe financial 
crunch, Jordan continues to pay for the upkeep of the holy 
shrines through the Awqaf in Jerusalem. 

King Hussein’s decision two years ago to sell property and 
raise more than $8 million to make up for a shortfall in the 
estimate for restoration work of the holy shrines in Jerusalem 
came as a reaffirmation of the Hashemite’s commitment as 
guardian of the holy sites in the dty. 

Beyond this historical role, it is also dear that King Hussein 
has personal attachments to Jerusalem as his comments 
throughout the years have indicated. That attachment goes 
beyond the concept of political or religious sovereignty and is 
directly linked to the sentiments of a faithful Muslim, for 
whom Jerusalem represents everything the faith stands for. 

The King’s vow not to recognise any sovereignty over 
Jerusalem except that of almighty God’s and his rail fbr an 
inter-faith dialogue to determine the future of the holy dty in a 
way that would ensure that the Muslim and Christian rights 


. defended and maintained have 

w e ? x S'coSejtt of a pragmatic understanding and, 
t° be s een in - ^ f a jth of others. Nothing more or ; 

SSSlrxtssssss? 

religious rights and deep-rooted convictions of 

“‘living' up’rodreleadetship behaviour of a family that ruled 
Hussein has wasted no effort to state his posi t io n 
deariv he has already covered enough ground m this context 
S3L£ni Md Christians to launch joint acuon to protect 

their rights in Jerusalem. . , , , . _ ■ ■ 

The next crucial step is the formulation of a clearly defined, 
pa* for the Muslims aid Christian to go forward with clear* 
SS.^nriinp r of each other’s rights and demands m Jera-f 
SctTtos pa* should lead towards a broader dialogue 
the three monotheistic religions of the world — Islam, ^ 

Christianity and Judaism. . . 

No one should be discouraged by the extremist voice* 1 
comine out from the hardline religious establishment in Israel 
For one. any voice that rejects the religious rights and ndicufes& 
the convictions of other faiths is in total contradiction Of the g 
prindples of tolerance and respect that are iriAndl 
religions, Judaism included. Those extremist rabbis who line ^ 
up against accepting and recognising any Muslim and Christian^ 
right anywhere in the world are only cheating themselves andy| 

violating their own faith. „ . 

For ns in Jordan, the path is clean Collective action based 
on solid understanding and tolerance of all religions and rights 
towards mobilising international public opinion, if necessary, 
and establishing a mechanism that would irreversibly imbed 
the Muslim and Christian rights in Jerusalem. ^ 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Palestinian resistance will not end 
until Israel withdraws from Arab lands 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


THE LOCAL press in the 
past week gave prominence 
to the recent bomb blasts in 
Israel, the stalled peace pro- 
cess, the siege on Aqaha and 
a host of domestic issues. 

Hamadeh Faraaneh, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said 
that the car bomb attacks on 
Israeli positions constitute 
part of the war of independ-' 
ence waged by the Palesti- 
nian resistance forces. The 
Palestinians do not condone 
the killing of civilians but the 
fact is that the resistance had 
to cany out the attacks in 
retaliation for the killing of 
Palestinian civilians since the 
start of the Israeli occupa- 
tion. The killing, said the 
writer, is done in the course 
of the long struggle for libera- 
tion and would not stop until 
Palestinians acquire inde- 
pendence and freedom. 

Ahmad Al Misleh, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra*i daily, said 
that the bomb blast at the bus 
terminal, like all other resist- 
ance activities, is a natural 
reaction for the long years of 
repression. The writer said 
that despite the closure of the 
occupied Arab lands follow- 
ing the Afuia blast, the resist- 
ance reached the heart of 
Israel and carried out the new 
attack, which means that 
there can be no safety for tile 
Israelis as long as they con- 
tinue to occupy Arab terri- 
tories. 

The bomb blasts in Israel 
this month were not only a 
reply to the hebron massacre 
but also as a natural reaction 
to the continued repression, 
which started with the 
occupation and has continued 
unabated, said Al Ra’i daily. 
The paper said the Arabs in 
general and the Palestinians 
in particular have been dis- 
appointed over Israel’s con- 
rinued delay in implementing ' 
agreements and U.N. resolu- 
tions and are determined to 
launch any move to ensure 
that their rights are restored. 

Saul Al Shaab daily said 
Israel's defiance of the 


Palestinians and its deter- 
mination to disregard U.N. 
resolutions prompted the re- 
sistance to launch bomb 
attacks on Israeli targets. It is 
Israel's acts of violence that 
bred counter violence and 
Israel's atrocities against the 
Palestinians that forced the 
Palestinians to deal with their 
enemies in kind, said the 
daily. Peace, said the paper, 
can only be reached once the 
Arab territories have been 
liberated. 

Mohammad Kawasfa, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said 
that while Israel is com- 
memorating the death of the 
Jews killed by the Nazis its 
forces were busily killing in- 
nocent Palestinians. And 
while Israel's ally, the United 
States, is condemning the 
Palestinian resistance activi- 
ties it condones the Jewish 
state’s atrocities against the 
Arab citizens, he said. The 
writer said that the United 
States and Israel should real- 
ise that there can be no end 
to bloodshed on either side 
until occupation ends and 
that Israel is bound to pay 
dearly as long as it continues 
to occupy Arab lands. 

Commenting on Israeli 
obstacles to peace, Taher Al 
Adwan said that the Israelis 
have allowed April 13 to pass 
by without honouring their 
pledge to withdraw their 
forces from areas in the Arab 
lands according to the agree- 
ment with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO). The columnist, who 
writes for Al Dustour, said 
that to add insult to injury, 
the Israelis have closed the 
occupied territories to force 
mass punishment on the 
Palestinians for their resist- 
ance activities. 

The delay in reaching a 
final settlement, said the wri- 
ter, is bound to cause more 
sufferings for both sides. 

Echoing the same views, 
Ibrahim Zarour, a columnist 
in Al Ra’i, said that punish- 


ment imposed by Israel on 
tens of thousands of Palesti- 
nian families who are being 
starved and deprived of basic 
rights can solve nothing for 
the Israeli government and 
people. The writer said at 
least 120,000 Palestinian 
workers are now deprived of 
work since they can no more 
work in Israel and most of 
them are bound to escalate 
their attacks against the 
occupation forces. The writer 
said that the Palestinian 
negotiators should give this 
matter priority in their con- 
tinued meetings with the 
Israeli side, which, the writer 
said, should be held responsi- 
ble for the lives of ail the 
Arabs under its rale. 

In the view of Salameh 
Ekour, a columnist in Sawt 
Al Shaab, the PLO should by 
no means apologise directly 
or indirectly to Israel for the 
resistance activities but 
should demand that Israel 
pull out its forces from the 
occupied territories. 

The writer said that the 
Palestinian leadership should 
realise that the bomb blasts 
do not impede the peace pro- 
cess but they would rather 
speed it up because they 
serve as a pressure on the 
Israeli government and is a 
source of power for the 
Palestinian negotiators. 

Referring to the continued 
blockade on Aqaba, a col- 
umnist in Sawt Al Shaab, said 
that the enforcers of the sanc- 
tions on Iraq are exercising 
unjustified pressure on Jor- 
dan to forceit to succumb to 
Israel’s wishes. Ali Kbalaf 
said that it is regrettable to 
say that the Western nations, 
which impose the blockade, 
realise Jordan’s desperate 
needs and the country's en- 
deavour to rebuild its eco- 
nomy but still they pursue 
this piracy against die coun- 
try. Jordan,- said the writer, 
has all the right to reject such 
treatment at a time when the 
Western powers are allowing 


Turkish and Iranian ports to 
conduct free trade without 
any restrictions. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily said 
that the siege on Aqaba is 
dearly intended to force Jor- 
dan to sign a separate peace 
treaty with Israel and to nor- 
malise Jordan ian-Israeli rela- 
tions. The paper said that by 
rejecting mis idea, Jordan 
has thus frozen its participa- 
tion in the peace process and 
will continue to challenge any 
moves to and any infringe- 
ments on its sovereignty. The 
paper said that Jordan can by 
no means succumb to press- 
ure and would never accept 
any compromise over its 
sovereignty. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab voiced support fbr the 
Health Ministry’s proposal to 
enforce a law requiring cou- 
ples to undergo laboratory 
tests before marriage. 
Ahmad Dabbas said that the 
Health Ministry aims to mini- 
mise the chance of having 
handicapped children who, 
he said, will be a liability to 
society - 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
urged the concerned author- 
ities to put an end to immoral 
behaviours on the part of 
groups of Jordanians who. 
have been acting in a manner 
that would only distort the 
image of this country and 
create seeds of hatred be- 
tween the Iraqi and Jorda- 
nian peoples. Dr. Mousa 
Kilani, editor-in-chief of the 
daily said that a. group of 
Jordanians, who went to Iraq 
lately, have been acting 
shamefully by committing im- 
moral actions in Baghdad and 
smuggling Iraqi carpets, 
ornaments and other valu- 
ables. He said this group is 
exploiting the sufferings of 
the Iraqi people and is be- 
nefitting from the difference 
inthe rate of exchange in the 
price of the Iraqi dinar and 
marketing the smuggled 
items for 50 times their price 
in Jordan. 



Water shortage 
may trigger nex 
Mideast war 


By Youssef Azmeh 
Reuter 

MUSCAT — Israel’s success 
in gaining its first ever entry 
to the Arab Gulf has oversha- 
dowed regional fall a on a 
subject that experts say could 
trigger the next 'Middle East 
war: conflict over scarce and 
diminishing water resources. ' 1 

Multilateral: talks on water 
launched at the 1991 Middle 
East peace conference in 
Madrid reopen in Oman on 
Sunday after a break of 
almost six months reflecting 
lack of progress in direct 
peace negotiations between 
Israel and its immediate Arab 
neighbours. 

But experts and diplomats 
say rows over water are 
almost as serious as disputes 
oyer territory in an arid re- 
gion from Morocco to Iran 
where renewable water re- 
sources are already well be- 
low World Bank (WB) 
criteria of per capita needs. 

Syria and Iraq are livid 
over Turkish projects that 
would reduce the flow of the 
Tigris and the Euphrates, the 
rivers that made Mesopota- 
mia the cradle of civilisation 
in the Near East. 

Ankara suspects Syria of 
backing Kurdish rebels in 
southeast Turkey because of 
its anger over the water dis- 
pute. 


Israel argues that Arab? 
neighbours should abandon 
their suspicions and makeup 
of its advanced technotog& 
and friendly Western capit||f 
to harness this precious r~ 
source. 

But Middle East p'* n «** 
negotiations, arc getting 
where in trying to end 
Israeli occupation of A' 
lands captured -in- the .1 
war. ’ - 

Experts and diplomats 
that even if peace comes tq| 
the Middle East, mutoir 
suspicions are so deeply 
rooted after more than 4ft. 
years of war that agreement? 
on water was remote. ■ 

“It is among the region’s/ 
most intractable problems. I - 
see the seeds of the n«t: 
Middle East war here," said? 
one expert. . ? 

Behind those concerns are. 
stark facts. 

World Bank figures show- 
that while an average person 
needs 1,700 cubic metres of 
water per year, the volume 
available in the Middle East 
and North Africa shrank 
from 3,430 in 1960 to 1,436 in . 
1990 and is expected to fall to 
667 in the year 2025. 

That is a dire prospect in 
places like Jordan, which 
would then have only 91 
cubic metres per capita, Syria. 
161 per capita and Israel 31L 


“World Bank figures show that while an 
average person needs 1,700 cubic metres 
of water per year, the volume av ailable 
in the Middle East and North Africa 
shrank from 3,430 in 1960 to 1,436 in 
1990 and is expected to fall to 667 intbe 
year 2025.” 


E^ypt eyes with deep 
suspicion any tinkering with 
the waters of the Nile by 
Sudan or African nations as 
far away as Ethiopia and’ 
Uganda that control the riv- 
er’s headwaters. Cairo's 
problems with Khartoum are 
often attributed to Nile prob- 
lems. 

Lebanon, Syria and Jordan 
have long suspected that 
Israel has designs on sources 
of water in their territories to 
quench the thirst of an ex- 
panding population and 
maintain its thriving agribusi- 
ness. 

itfaSrL Lcbanon say 
toael is holding on to occu- 

K?r S ? Uth r» 1 ^ banon ■«* to 
^eGoian Heights because of 

accu «e Israel 
<rf steahng their water, leav- 
L" n v *- Parched lands with 
only 30 per osnt of the re- 
sources they had before 
Israel captured the West 
Bank in 1967. 

Reports that Egypt was 
jjsaissing a scheme to pump 

krael raisXS 

y*ar among Egyp- 
tians, who consider the Nile 
tbeir lifeblood. Cairo 
promptly denied the 


. Renewable resources even 
in countries that are water- 
rich now will fail to meet 
needs in 30 years’ time* with 
Lebanon at 809 cubic metres 
^d^Egypt at 645 in the' year 

The Gulf states and Libya 
rely heavily on desalinating 
sea water which is a very 
expensive way of meeting 
their water needs. Tins is a 
growing problem fbr smaller 
producers Hke Yemen, 
uman and Bahrain that do 
not have much more oil to 
sell and are already heavily 
water deficient, experts say. 

Increasing water scarcity is. 
frequently combined with de; 
tenorating water quality, 
mainly due to rising urbanise-* 
Jon, insufficient sewage 
5"k? tment ’ falling water 
tables and contamination of 
rrwh water supplies. 

The World Bank, which 
bas spent about 4 billion on 
water projects in the region 

SL?* 30 y“«. *ays 

tnose problems have “over- 
whelmed” traditional water 
management methods and is 
ffrongly backing the multi- 

lateral negotiations. 

It is getting very accute,” 
one expen said. ’ . 
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Officials reject Israeli criticism 


(Continued from 

Israelis in Afula and Hadera 
M is not himself responsible for 
the attacks and was only 
addressing journalists as a 
politician, which is not against 
the law.” 

There was no official re- 
sponse from the Cabinet whose 
sp okesm an said it was still de- 
liberating the accusation and 
preparing a response. 

Bur some officials privately 
expressed concern that such 
statements as those maH r by 
Mr. Nazzal in Amman were 
not compatible with the King- 
dom’s policy on the Middle 
East peace process and could 
put the country imp a difficult 
position at a time when it is 
calling for linking the lifting of 
the siege on Aqaba with its 
role in the process. 

* They said that the Hamas 
statements from Amman play- 
ed into the hands of the Amer- 
icans and Israel who wanted to 
pressure the Kingdom further 
after His Majesty King Hus- 
sein tied the Kingdom’s role in 
the peace process with lifting 
the siege against Aqaba. 

“It is clear," a prominent 
Jordanian politician told this 
Jordan Tunes, “that the U.S. 
and Israel want to tie the 
Hamas statements with Jor- 
dan's conditions on the peace 
process and the Aqaba block- 
ade.” 

“They were unhappy with 
the King’s conditions regarding 
Aqaba and this is how they 
found a counter issue to press- 
ure the Kingdom,” the politi- 
cian said. 

A senior official, who agreed 


with the politician, said 
that J ordan also secs the anger 
expressed by the Israeli prime 
minister as another indication 
of attempts to nndennine Jor- 
dan’s role in die peace process. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, who joined Mr. 
Rabin in his press confere n ce 
Thursday, said he was especial- 
ly angry that Mr. Nazzal h»d 
said that t he two attacks were 
among five that Hamas would 
carry out to avenge the Hebron 
Mosque massacre of dozens of 
Palestinian worshippers. 

“I don’t know one incident 
in foreign affair s in which a 
state which says it b aspiring to 
peace would allow in light of 
day the head or representative 
of a murderous organisation to 
say: *we co mmi tted two inci- 
dents of murd er and we intend 
to cany out three more inci- 
dents like this, in the light of 
day,’ on the television s cree n,” 
Mr. Peres said. 

Jordanian officials also be- 
lieve that this is another link in 
the general antagonism many 
countries in the Arab red on 
and the U.5. feel towards Jor- 
dan's democracy and inability 
of many of these countries to 
believe that Jordan cannot im- 
pose l imi t s on the political 
statements of politicians like 
Mr. Nazzal, or fence newspap- 
ers to take one side over the 
other. 

“Since the Gulf war, the 
U.S. and Gulf states did not 
believe ns when we said we 
could not control the media 
hailing 5>addam Hussein or cri- 
ticising Gulf states,” a well- 
placed official said. 

“Now when we tell them 


that we legally cannot take any 
action against Hamas issuing 
statements from here, they are 
also not going to believe us,” 
the official added. 

“Hamas r e present s an exter- 
mist point of view which 
echoes statements made by the 
e x t r e mis t s cm die Israeli side 
calling for the extermination of 
all Palestinians,” one official 
said adding, “I do not see bow 
Israel in a democratic context 
can expect us to muffle the 
extremist voices on our side 
while letting free die ex tremi st 
voices on their side.” 

Hamas representatives were 
not available for comment over 
this controversy, but one of 
Them would only say that his 
group did not want to “make 
Jordan’s position any more dif- 
ficult dim it already is.” 

However, prominent Islam- 
ist and Islamic Action Front 

sakfd^^fbmas in Jordan had 
better leave daims of responsi- 
bility to come from inside the 
occupied territ o ries. 

“All Hamas activities origin- 
ate from inside the occupied 
territories and there is nothing 
craning from outside except 
political and media statements 
... decisions for Hamas are not 
taken from outside of the occu- 
pied territories in terms of 
military action he said. 

Mr. Saeed, implicitly criticis- 
ing Mr. Nazzal, said that “the 
approach should be of a diffe- 
rent kind. People inside the 
occupied territories should be 
left to express themselves by 
themselves as they offer sacri- 
fices and take their own deci- 
sions.” 


Most foreigners out of chaotic Rwanda 


(Continued from page 1) 

few could have survived tins 
massacre. There were 1,180 
bodies in my church, including 
650 children.” 

Mr. Gneye said the massacre ' 
was reported to the United 
Nations, but that U-N. obser- 
vers had not been able to 
confirm it. 

Tutsi rebels warned the 
2,300 U.N. peacekeepers to 
complete the evacuation of 
foreigners from Rwanda Fri- 
day. They said foreign troops 
who remained at the end of the 
day would be considered “hos- 
tile.” 

Belgian military spokesman 
Gilbert Hertoehe said in Brus- 
sels it would take most of 
Friday to complete the evacua- 
tion of foreign civilians. Bel- 
gian officials said only a hand- 
ful of foreigners were waiting 
to leave. It was not dear how 
many dedded to stay. 

Foreigners braved a rocket 
attack on Kigali’s airport 
Thursday as they fled the fight- 
ing between troops of the 


Hutu-do urinated government 
and the mainly Tutsi fighters of 
the rebel RPF. Fewer than 50 
foreigners, including 15 West- 
ern journalists, a group of 
Ugandan orphans and two 
Spanish nuns, were evacuated 
Thursday. 

The U.N. Security Council, 
which dedded earher not to 
withdraw the mostly unarmed 
peacekeepers, planned to dis- 
cuss die situation in Rwanda 
later Friday. 

At least a thud of Kigali’s 
300,000 residents are thought 
to have fled on foot. 

More than 20,000 people are 
estimated to have died in a 
week of fighting rooted in the 
decades-old feud between 
Hums and Tutsis. Many have 
been hacked to death by 
marauding gangs carrying 
machetes, knives and mean. 

The International Rea Cross 
suspended its a mb ula nc e runs 
after six wounded people were 
dragged from a Red Cross 
truck and shot Thursday. Red 
Cross workers have been 
caught in the mayhem them- 


selves, with at least 30 of them 
reported in Rwanda in 
the past week. 

‘Everyone is fighting here,” 
-said Philippe Gail lard, the 
chief Red Cross official in 
Rwanda. “The people are 
fighting against their own 
brothers.” 

The U.N. Children's Fund 
said in Geneva that at least 
seven of its Rwandan em- 
ployees were confirmed dead 
and that it feared other staff 
members and tbeir families 
also had been slain. The agen- 
cy said it evacuated its 11 
foreign staffers and tbeir de- 
pendents but lost track of 
many of its 44 local workers. 

U.N. peacekeepers were 
sent to monitor a fragile peace 
accord signed in August by the 
go vernm ent and the rebels af- 
ter almost three years of civil 
war. The ceasefire collapsed 
after Rwanda’s Hum president 
died in a plane crash April 7. 

Belgium said it would with- 
draw its 420 peacekeepers 
within days. 


Yemenis in contact on crisis 


(Continued from page 1) 

economic, military and admi- 
nistrative reforms. 

But hours later, clashes 
broke out between rival army 
units for about a week and 
until a special military commit- 
tee disengaged the forces. 

Jordan to send envoy 

King Hussein, keen to pre- 
serve Yemen's threatend unity, 
will send a senior envoy to the 
crisis-torn country on Satur- 
day, a Jordanian official said. 

Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker “will assess 
the situation in Yemen in the 
aftermath of the Yemeni re- 
conciliation accord that was 
signed in Amman on Feb. 20,” 
he told Reuters. 

Arab diplomats said Jordan, 
a member of a co mm ittee 
formed to disengage rival army 
units in line with the Amman 
pact, would decide whether to 
continue its involvement ^in Ye- 
men after Sharif Zeid re- 


turned. 

Oman, Jordan's main Arab 
partner on dealin g with the 
Yemeni crisis, said 10 days ago 
it was ending its efforts after 
Sultan Qaboos Ben Said 
hosted the meeting between 
President Saleh and Vice Presi- 
dent. 

Sharif ZeicTs trip, his fourth 
since December, comes after 
the King met Salem Saleh 
Mohammad, assistant 
secretary-general of Mr. 
Beidb’s Yemen SociaBst Party 
(YSP) in Amman on Tuesday. 
He is on a tour to brief Arab 
leaders on developments in 
Yemen. 

Jordanian, Omani and 
Yemeni officers along with 
U.S. and French military 
attaches in Yemen are mem- 
bers of the committee that 
■ succeeded this week in holding 
the first meeting m months 
between Defence Minister 
Haitham Qassem Taber, a 
southerner, and the northern 
chief of staff. Brigadier Abdul 
Malek A1 SayanL 


Jordan sends observer to Oman 


a tinned from page 1) 

wards catastrophe. the Aqabs 
King stressed the iro- The Kin 
e of serious negotia- 
3 all issues if a genuine 
s is to be achieved on 


h0H „ 

he Jordanian-Israeli 
ing Hussein said there 
movement but it fell 
f a real and serious 

'King called for a satis- 
factory solution to all pending 
issues, such as the delineation 
of borders and sharing of wa- 
iter. 

On relations with Iraq, King 
Hussein said Jordan’s efforts 
before and after the Gulf war 
had foiled to prevent the war, 
to end the occupation of 
Kuwait peacefully and to find 
an Arab solution to the Iraq- 
Kuwait crisis. 

The King skid his attests 
with both parties to the confect 
have foiled, and voiced his 
concern for the Iraqi peop le - 

On the Aqaba siege ana 
Jordan’s participation in the 
peace talks. King Hussein said 


any future Jordanian move- 
ment was contingent on lifting 
the Aqaba siege. 

The King said Jordan’s parti- 
cipation in the peace process, 
mending its attendance of the 
Madrid peace conference and 
providing an umbrella for the 
Palestinians to help them solve 
their problem, e ma na t ed from 
Jordan’s conviction in peace 
and was not a response to any 
pressures. 

The King said things had 
reached a point were the situa- 
tion has become intolerable. 
The King stressed that Jordan 
will not surrender to any press- 
ures. 

King Hussein said there was 
no justification for maintaining 
the siege on Aqaba, following 
Jordan's full observance of the 
United Nations Security Cbun-' 
cfl resolutions. 

The King said Japan was an 
extremely important world 
power and voiced hope that it 
would be able to play the 
partner's role in shaping the 
future of the Middle East re- 
’ gjon and meeting the require- 
ments of peace. 


NATO jet hit 


(Continued from page 1) 

warned of more strikes if 
peacekeepers were en- 
dangered, but the United Na- 
tions dearly wanted to avoid 
them. 

Meanwhile Russia, angry 
with the West over the NATO 
air strikes in Bosnia, will not 
sign a “Partnership for Peace" 
deal on closer military links 
with the alliance next week as 
planned, diplomats said on Fri- 
day in Brussels. 

The diplomats told Reuters 
they had learned Moscow had 
definitely postponed signing 
foe deal, seen by NATO as 
crucial to good relations with 
Russia. No new date had been 
set. 

“It’s not going to happen 
next week ana we really don't 
know when the Russians will 
come,” said one diplomat. 

Earlier on Friday, NATO 
sources said it seemed unlikely 
that Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev would come 
to the affiance's headquarters 
on April 21 to sign foe part- 
nership as planned previously. 

Moscow has said only that 
the visit was in doubt following 
the NATO air strikes in Bosnia 
last week. 

Rusaan peace envoy Vhaly 
Churkin emerged optimistic on 
Friday from talks with Bosnian 
Serbs aimed at reviving peace 
negotiations and ending Serb 
retaliation against U.N. 
peacekeeping troops. 

“There is a constructive atti- 
tude on both sides,” Mr. Chur- 
kin told Reuters Television af- 
ter meeting Bosnian Serb lead- 
er Radovan Karadzic in foe 
Serb stronghold of Pale outside 
Sarajevo. 

Serbs were still detaining 
U.N. peacekeepers, blocking 
U.N. traffic and surrounding 
two U.N. compounds outside 
Sarajevo. 

Serb troops on Thursday de- 
tained 15 Canadian soldiers 
and two U.N. military obser- 
vers monitoring Serb heavy 
weapons at Citluk near 
Sarajevo, U.N. officials said. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali said the United 
Nations would not give in to 
pressure from Bosnian Serbs. 



NO LONGER THE NATIONAL SAVIOUR: Polish Presi- 
dent Lech Walesa is by no means sure of victory in his bid 


for reelectkm as rapport for Solidarity continues to fade 
(Sygma photo) 


Walesa spars with ex- Communist in Polish presidential battle 


By Adam Jasser 
Reuier 

WARSAW — Lech Walesa 
has made the first moves in 
the campaign for Poland's 
presidency, although elec- 
tions for it are more than a 
year away. 

Mr. Walesa has hinted 
strongly that he will run for a 
second five-year term and 
hardly anyone doubts his 
main rival will be Aleksander 
Kwasniewski, leader of the 
Democratic Left Alliance 
(SLD) of ex-Communists. 

In February. Mr. Walesa 
abandoned the low profile he 
had been keeping since the 
SLD won elections last 
September, bitterly attacking 
the ex-Cbmmunists and Mr. 
Kwasniewski in a dispute 
over the constitution. 

“They are starting to show 
their horns and I have to step 
in and cut them down to 
size.” he said. 

Neither Mr. Walesa nor 
Mr. Kwasniewski has formal- 
ly started campaigning but 
few people doubt their inten- 
tions. Mr. Walesa's term ex- 
pires in late 1995. 

Last month. Mr. Walesa 
increased friction by blocking 
the nomination of the SLD's 
candidate for finance 
minister. 

He said Geneva- based 
economist Dariusz Rosati. a 


former Communist, had 
spent too long abroad and 
was involved in a fund under 
legal investigation. 

The rejection was a big 
snub to Mr. Kwasniewski, 
who staked his prestige by 
openly backing Mr. Rosatf. 
His party is assigned the post 
under a deal with its junior 
coalition partner, the Polish 
Peasants Party (PSL). 

Mr. Kwasniewski accused 
Mr. Walesa of destabilising 
Poland and some SLD lead- 
ers suggested his presidential 
powers should be limited. 

“There is an open war be- 
tween Walesa and the SLD. 
And analysts believe it is an 
initial stage of a campaign in 
which Aleksander Kwas- 
niewski will be the most 
dangerous rival of the current 
president.” said the Rzecz- 
pospolita newspaper. 

The looming battle be- 
tween Poland's old hero and 
the youthful leader of the 
reformed left is likely to be 
fierce. 

In February. Mr. Walesa 
bitterly attacked the left-wing 
coalition after it rejected his 
proposals to give ordinary 
people more say in drawing 
up a new constitution. 

Commentators were quick 
to point out that Mr. Walesa 
had singled out the SLD and 
Mr. Kwasniewski personally 
for attack, ignoring the role 


of Prime Minister Waldemar 
Pawlak's PSL which also 
voted against his plan. 

They put the apparent in- 
consistency down to the pres- 
idential contest. 

Mr. Walesa clearly consid- 
ers Mr. Kwasniewski to be a 
potentially stronger oppo- 
nent than Mr. Pawlak. who 
seems undecided whether to 
contest the presidency at all. 

Mr. Pawlak could be an 
ally for Mr. Walesa because 
he is involved in a day-to-day 
tug of war with Mr. Kwas- 
niewski over control of the 
two-party coalition. 

A senior coalition official 
told Reuters that Mr. Wale- 
sa's decision to reject Rosati 
was silently supported by Mr. 
Pawlak who didn't like” him. 

Mr Pawlak was eventually 
forced to endorse Mr. Rosati. 
and has publicly continued to 
support him. but he did little 
to hide the fact that he felt he 
was pushed by the SLD into 
accepting the nomination. 

“Pawlak had to pay lip 
service to Rosati because he 
does not want to break up his 
coalition. So he was more 
than happy that Walesa did 
the job (of blocking Rosati) 
for him.” said the official, 
who asked not to be named. 

Relations between Mr. 
Kwasniewski and Mr. Pawlak 
now look strained, which 
would work in Mr. Walesa's 


favour. They first dashed 
when they were negotiating 
the cabinet line-up last 
November. 

Mr. Kwasniewski emerged 
victorious, with most key 
posts given to the SLD. But 
only three months later. 
Marek Borowski. an SLD fi- 
nance minister, left the 
cabinet in a row with Mr. 
Pawlak. 

Mr. Borowski resigned af- 
ter Mr. Pawlak fired a deputy 
finance minister, saying he 
had not been consulted. Mr. 
Kwasniewski asked Mr. Paw- 
lak not to accept the resigna- 
tion but his request was 
ignored. 

Mr. Kwasniewski's image 
os the power behind the 
coalition dissipated because 
Mr. Pawlak had asserted his 
own authority and that of his 
party at Mr. Kwasniewski's 
cost. 

The post of finance minis- 
ter and deputy prime minister 
responsible for the economy 
have been vacant since, 
weakening the SLD’s grip on 
policy-making. 

Mr. Walesa is likely to try 
to dent Mr. Kwasniewski's 
image further and become 
the left wing's loudest critic, 
picking up a role he adopted 
in the 1980s as chairman of 
the Solidarity trade union. 

At 50. Mr! Walesa regards 
himself as Poland's father fi- 


gure but is by no means sure 
of victory in the battle for 
what is the last senior post 
held by a former Solidarity 
leader. 

A recent opinion poll 
showed 17 per cent of people 
polled saw Mr. Kwasniewski 
as the best candidate, com- 
pared with nine per cent sup- 
port for Mr. Walesa. 

Mr. Kwasniewski. 39. is 
the charismatic, youthful 
leader of reformed Commun- 
ists who say they have broken 
with the past and embraced 
market economics. He has 
shrugged off the stigma of 
being a member of the last 
Communist government. 

Mr. Walesa is likely to play 
on Poland's still strong anti- 
communist sentiment and try 
to rally all centrist and right- 
wing groups that emerged 
from the solidarity movement 
after him. 

But the right wing has said 
it would reject Mr. Walesa's 
offer and put forward their 
own candidate. 

And the most powerful of 
all the post-Solidaritv groups, 
the Democratic Union and 
.the Liberal Democratic Con- 
gress. have been cool to the 
idea of backing Mr. Walesa. 

Winning their support may 
be crucial for Mr. Walesa as 
he seriously contemplates a 
second term. 


Katyushas hit Israeli-held areas 


(Continued from page 1) 

South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia allies. He said Israel did 
not fire a signle shot in foe 
attack which Lebanese security 
sources said killed three civi- 
lians. 

“Someone lost control for a 
moment and fired towards 
Si don and that is obviously not 
acceptable to us,” he told re- 
porters. He said foe SLA was 
under heavy pressure, having 
lost three men in an earlier 
attack on Thursday. 

Israel and foe SLA jointly 
patrol foe Israeli-declared bor- 
der “security zone” inside 
Lebanon. 

Gen. Mordechai accused 
Hizbollah of violating under- 
standings reached between 
Israel, Lebanon and Syria pre- 
venting Hizbollah rocket 
attacks on Israel's northern 
bolder settlements. He said it 
was an attempt to torpedo 
Arab-Israel peace efforts. 

“We are looking for ways to 
cope with these attempts to 
violate the understandings 
readied,” the general said. 

Israel said after previous 
guerrilla attacks that Syria 
Sore overall responsibility, as 
the main foreign power broker 
in Lebanon. The last Katyusha 
attack on Israel was on March 
22. No one was hurt. 

Earlier Friday, security 
forces said at least three 
Katyushas landed aronnd 
Israel’s northernmost town of 
Metulla between midnight and 
dawn and another six struck in 
foe general direction of Metul- 
la in the “security zone.” 

The sources said three other 
unexploded Katyushas were la- 
ter found on a road by a U.N. 
peacekeeping patrol in the 
south and were detonated by 
U.N. explosives experts. 

The Israeli army said two 
barrages hit the Galilee 
panhandle, the northeastern 


corner of the country, during 
the night and early morning 
Friday, but caused no injuries 
or damage. It did not give foe 
exact locations of foe hits, or 
say who fired them. 

Hizbollah claimed responsi- 
bility for Thursday’s roadside 
blast which occurred between 
Aramta in foe Israeli-held en- 
clave and Jezzine, foe largest 
Christian town on South Leba- 
non. 

Among the dead was the 
SLA commander of that area. 
Major Asad Nasr, who origin- 
ated from Jezzine, which sits 
on foe northern tip of an SLA- 
controlled corridor jutting 
from the Israeli-occupied strip, 
the sources said. 

SLA howitzer batteries at 
Aramta struck back with sus- 
tained barrages on Sidon, pro- 
vincial capital of South Leba- 
non, 40 kilometres sooth of 
Beirut. 

Most of Sidon's 300,000 resi- 
dents and its teeming Palesti- 
nian refugee camp of 'Ain A1 
Hilweh spent foe night in base- 
ments or underground shelters 
although the shelling died 
down well before midnight. 

Sidon, hometown of Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri, and its 
suburban camp were shuttered 
Friday in mourning for the 
shelling victims. 

Two of the victims were 
buried at Sidon's main cemet- 
ery after noon prayers. Minis- 
ter of State Fuad Sinioora, 
representing Mr. Hariri, as 
well as Sidon Deputy Mustafa 
Saad and other parUarocntaries 
spearheaded foe funeral pro- 
cession. 

Speakers at the funeral, 
attended by an estimated 5,000 
mourners, pledged to step up 
attacks against Israel. 

“Resistance’s role is essen- 
tial and must cany on until our 
land is liberated," urged Mr. 
Saad. 
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Announcement 

By 

Jordan Export Development and Commercial Centers Corporation 

(JEDCO) 

To the Business Community , 

As a Europartenariat ( a European Business Partnership Organizing 
Scheme ) National Counselor, we invite you to participate in the, 

Europartenariat Polska 94 

Which will take place in the city of Gdansk - Poland during the period 
9-10 of June,94. Over 400 Polish companies from the following sectors will 
participate in this event : 

1- Construction : Materials, Products and Services . 

2- Chemical, Pharmaceutical. Plastic, Glass and Ceramic Industries . 

3- Electronic and Optical Industries . 

4- Machinery, Electromachinery and precision Industries . 

5- Metal Processing and Transport Industries . 

6 ~ Pulp & Paper, Printing and Furniture Industries . 

7- Food and Food Processing Industries . 

8- Textile and Clothe Industries . 

9- Trading Services . 

10- TechnicaI Sertvces . 

11 - Technical Services and Research and Development . 

12- Other Industries and Services . 

Participating Polish companies will be ready to go into partnership 
business deals and joint ventures with interested Jordanian businessmen. 
This will cover all areas of technical, commercial and service partnership . 

For more information, please call our Marketing Department at 603705, or 
visit our offices located behind the Ministry of Industry and Trade . o 


Y5V.4 


Economy 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 1994 


Prices at AFM dip 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading and 
share prices at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) fell 
last week, as uncertainties over 
the Arab- Israeli peace process 
caused by the spate of violence 
in the occupied territories and 
the missed deadline for an 
Israeli withdrawal with Gaza 
and Jericho took their toll on 
investor confidence, market fi- 
gures showed. 

The weekly report of the 
AFM showed that turnover for 
the week ending Thursday de- 
clined to JD 8.S million dinars 
from JD 9.9 million of the 
previous week. The 14.1 per 
cent drop represented a trend 
continuing for the third week 
running. 

Inmover for the week ending 
March 24 was JD 18.2 million 
and for the last week of Janu- 
ary was JD 21 million. 

The general share price in- 
dex based on 60 major com- 
panies listed at the AFM fell by 
3.4 points to 158.4 points, an 
overall decline of 2.1 per cent. 
The index stood at 167.8 points 
on March 24. 

The AFM report said 2.8 
mini nm shares changed tnnnk 
during last week, covering 86 
companies. Stocks of 12 firms 
showed gains, while 65 slipped 
and nine remained stable 
through the week. 

Industrial stock accounted 
for JD 4 million, or 47.1 per 
cent of the turnover, followed 
by commercial banks with JD. 


3.6 million, or 42.3 per cent, 
the services sector with JD 
800,000, or 9.4 per cent, and 
insurance stock with JD 
100,000 or 1.2 per cent. 

Hie separate indices related 
to the sectors also showed a 
decline in share prices: The 
index of industrial stock dip- 
ped by 4.2 points, reflecting a 
2.9 per cent decline, insurance 

stock by 4.2 points, or 2.6 per 
cent, commercial bank stock 
by 2.9 points, or 1.7 per cent, 
and the services sector index 
by 1.7 points of 1.2 per cent. 

While declines is trading and 
share prices were expe cte d in 
April after dividends are distri- 
buted or announced, brokers 
said, the stagnation in the 29- 
month -old Arab-IsraeU peace 
process was primarily behind 
the depression at the AFM in 
the last three weeks. 

“Let us not forget that the 
boom in the market was a 
direct result of the peace pro- 
cess,” said a broker, speaking 
on condition of anonymity in 
line with standing AFM regula- 
tions. 

“Bombs going off here and 
there and the continued vio- 
lence in foe occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip are not 
exactly very comforting to in- 
vestors,’* noted the broker, re- 
ferring to the April 6 and April 
13 bombings that killed several 
Israelis in Israeli towns and the 
tightened Israeli crackdown 
and siege ©f the two million 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories. 

“Many investors were 
poised for profit-taking when 
Israel would have shown the 


first practical manifestation of 
a willingness to relinquish 
land,” said the broker. “But, it 
had also become dear at foe 
beginning of the week that the 
April 13 deadline would not 
have been honoured.” 

April 13 was the date of 
Israel to complete its with- 
drawal from the occupied Gaza 
Strip and West Bank town of 
Jericho to make way for 
Palestinian self-rule under the 
accord signed in September. 
Differences between the PLO 
and Israel blocked the imple- 
mentation of the accord. 

Israeli and PLO officials 
now speak of a mid-May dead- 
line. 

Another factor contributing 
to foe drop in AFM trading 
and share prices, considered by 
many as the best barometer for 
confidence in the economy, 
was also the as-yet nn addres- 
sed Jordanian demand for an 
end to the damaging inspec- 
tions of all Aqaba-bound ves- 
sels by a U.S.-led task force 
patrolling the Red Sea. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
reaffirmed the position last 
week and also spoke of rising 

dfjspaiT and disappointment 
among the people of the region 
who wanted to enjoy foe fruits 
of peace. 

“There are many at foe 
AFM who take swift advantage 
of short-term developments to 
reap gams, 1 ’ said another brok- 
er. “For them any shadow over 
foe peace process, or the over- 
all economy is just another way 
to make money. 

“But then, that is how all 
stock markets work.” 


Rafsanjani: ‘Unjust’ 
subsidies must go 


TEHRAN (R) — The Iranian 
government is paying nearly 
515 billion in subsidies each 
year, much of it to the rich 
under an unjust system which 
must be overhauled. President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
said Friday. 

Mr. Rafsanjani singled out 
foe subsidy on energy — a 
staggering Sll billion, more 
than Iran’s projected erode oil 
export revenue this year — and 
bread as the main items to be 
tackled, but acknowledged it 
was politically risky. 

“Unfortunately, subsidies 
which have started at different 
tiroes in our country have piled, 
up. They have weakened foe 
pillars of foe economy and 
created amazing injustice,’' he 
said in a mass prayer sermon 
broadcast on Teh ran radio. 

“We reformed many items 
during the first five-year plan 
(ended on March 20), but we 
still have far to go. We should 
act in a planned way. People 
should not be put under press- 
ure. It is dangerous,” be said. 

Saying that some subsidies 
dated bade to World War II, 
Mr. Rafsanjani took pride that 
his administration had cot sub- 
sidies despite “taking some 
flak, 4 * breaking with the prac- 
tice of governments bequea- 
thing the burden for their suc- 
cessors rather than taking ac- 
tion and risking popular dis- 
content. 

Mr. Rafsanjuni's economic 
reform programme has run 
into criticism in parliament. 
Deputies postponed debate on 
the second five-year plan for 12 
months and voted down prop- 


osed fuel and electricity price 
rises for foe year started March 
21 . 

That means motorists can fill 
up for just over SI for another 
year, driving on some of the 
world's cheapest petrol. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said the 
price the government charged 
for energy covered just a tiny 
fraction of the cost and the rich 
who consumed more energy 
benefited most 

Domestic feel and electricity 
consumption amounted to 1.4 
million barrels per day (b/d) of 
oil plus natural gas equivalent 
to 800,000 b/d of oil. be said. 

“That is about 1 1 billion tn 
today’s oil price... we spend 
that without earning anything 
in return,” Mr. Rafsanjani 
said. 

By comparison, the French 
government earned 540 billion 
in taxes on importing a similar 
amoung of oil, he said. 

The bread subsidy — part of. | 
a 6.2 trillion riyal ($3.5 billion) j 
- list he said took up one-fifth of 1 
the government budget this 
year — was unjust because it 
applied only to urban dwellers, , 
the president said. 

He said he had no qualms 
about some subsidies, such as 
626 bilHon riyals (5360 million) 
for agriculture and 400 billion 
riyals (5230 million) for up- 
keep of families of martyrs of 
foe Islamic revolution and foe 
Iran-Iraq war. 

Other items, notably 210 bil- 
lion riyals (5120 million) for 
baj, foe annual Muslim pil- 
grimage to Mecca, were debat- 
able, be added. 


Lustre still lingers on 
Lebanon’s gold trade 


BEIRUT (R) — Postwar 
Lebanon may no longer be the 
centre of foe Middle East gold 
trade but it still retains a sub- 
stantial position in the region's 
gold dealing, Beirut dealers 
say. 

With no taxes or other res- 
trictions on the import and 
export of gold bars to and from 
Lebanon, Beirut remains a 
very attractive market, mainly 
to Arab dealers, they say. 

“We are not what we were m 
foe 60s,” dealer Farouq Tab- 
bara told Reuters. “But oar 
position is definitely not weak, 
it is acceptable.” 

Dealer estimate that total 
weekly sales range between 
400 and 1,000 kilogrammes of 
gold bars. 

They import the gold from 
Switzerland and add 52.25 per 
ounce on foe price fixed in 
London. 

Half the gold goes directly to 
exporters and the rest to 
Lebanese /Jewellers who also 
export most of their finished 
products, the dealers said. 

Hie biggest customers are 
Syria, Jordan and Gulf Arab 
states followed by Turkey. 

The market is relatively 
snail compared with the gol- 
den days before civil war broke 
out in 1975, when dealers esti- 
mate that 500 kilogrammes of 
gold was traded every day. 

Reasons for the decline in- 
dude postwar impoverishment 
causing a drop in local jewel- 
lery purchases and foe con- 
tinued absence of foreign tour- 
ists. dealers say. 


But the main reason is that 
Dubai and Turkey have re- 
laxed import restrictions on 
gold in recent years and are 
better placed to compete with 
Beirut for the regional gold 
trade. 

Beirut dealers say they want 
the trade to be developed as 
part of foe revived financial 
markets that the government is 
trying to create to help post- 
war reconstruction. 

“We have submitted a plan 
to the central bank organising 
the trade. Officials there are 
studying it and we hope it will 
be approved,” Mr. Tabbara 


said without giving details. 

Dealers say gold is stQl used 
as a “safe haven” by small 
investors in some Arab states, 
particularly Syria, but not by 
the Lebanese, even during foe 
worst day of foe war. 

“The Lebanese always pre- 
ferred the liquidity of foreign 
currencies, namely the U.S. 
dollar, to gold,” dealer Michel 
Bassoul said. 

He said foe market had been 
more active during some 
periods of the 1975-90 war 
when there was “lots of war 
money” in the country from 
drags and arms sales. 


Paris Club agrees 
$8b Polish debt cut 


Dollar continues to trade in relatively narrow ranges 


THs repo rt by Namr Nabob!, private cfint pnp, M mB 
Lyndfr-Dnbai, anfyses m ovement s and trends of key world 
tutituua . Brices are given as of W ednesday , April 13, 1994. 


Overv i e w 


Fundamental View: The dollar continues to trade in relatively 
narrow ranges against both the yen and the Deutscheuaaik, 
frustrating both bulls and bears alike. Lackluster U.S. 
economic data on retail sales^fbr March has undercut the 
dollar, even though it no longer holds much of an interest rate 
disadvantage relative to the Deutscbemark. Tbe doQar should 
eventually rise further against the Deutscfaemaik as German 
interest rates dedme by more than expected. 

Japan’s political uncertainty seems unlikely to weaken file 
yen, which should remain strong as part of U.S. policy to boost 
exports and narrow Japan's huge current account surplus. We 
maintain our 12-month targets of JPY/USD 95 and DM/USD 
1.80. 

Technical view: The U.S. dollar index rallied 0.7% last week, 
despite foe fact that the greenback was only able to post gain* 
against three of foe six currencies that we monitor. However, 
those three were important: The Deutscbemark, the Japanese 
yen. and the Swiss franc. Put/caD ratios for the dollar are 
oversold, and short term momentum is constructive. This 
suggests that fiie rally of reoent days has further to go. Medium 
.term momentum still has a downward bias, but is showing 
signs of bottoming. 

All of this suggests that the underlying Febraary-April 
corrective pattern is coming to an end. The inability, so for, to 
break 92.80 support further adds to file prospects for a 
bottom. R esistanc e at 95.50-95.90 is i mp ort a nt in the sense 
that a rally through that range would allow for a test of the 
February high (97.10) and would suggest that the d ominan t 
long term dollar uptrend was finally reasserting itself. 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental view: The dollar continues to trade in a 
relatively narrow range against file yen. If anything, Hosoka- 
wa's resignation may be viewed as bullish for the Japanese 
economy and the yen if it speeds passage of foe fiscal 1994 
budget that has been held up by political bickering. Growing 
expectations (hat Foreign Minister Hata will become the 
coalition government’s new prime minister do not point to any 
breakthrough on U.S.-Japan trade relations any time soon, 
and the U.S. is likely to continue to move towards imposing 
trade sanctions on Japan, having rejected proposed trade 
concessions by the Japanese on March 29. As long as that is 
the case, many market participants may continue to believe 
that the administration favours yen appreciation as a way of 
cutting Japan's trade surplus. 

We remain neutral on the yen's prospects in the next few 
months. The yen is still within the 100-to-110 range that both 
Japan and the U.S. appear content to live with for the time 
being. Interest rate trends could favour the dollar as the Fed 


continues to push up die federal funds rate towards 4% by 
mid-year, but trade frictions could well beat up ahead- of a 
planned meeting between President Clinton ana Japan’s next 
prime minister at the G-7 summit in Naples this July. 
Longer-term, persistent current account surpluses should keep 
upward p r essure on the yen. 

Even if Japan agrees to some market access measures for 
U.S. companies, we stfl] expect a current account surplus of 
nearly 5120 bflfion tins year. That should help the yen to 
continue to trade in the JPY/USD 100-to-110 range for most of 
tins year and we expect it to reach a level as high as JPY/USD 
95 by tins time next year. 

Technical view: The Japanese yen fell 1.5% verms the U.S. 
dollar during the week ended April 8, making it the weakest 
currency of the six we most regularly discuss. Sentiment is 
neutral to near oversold. Short term momentum is peaking. 
Medium term momentum remains constructive, but it, too, 
appears to be dose to a top. While a test of resistance at 101 
JPY/U.S.5 is still posable, the downside p res sur e s are 
mounting. 

The area around 106.40 is viewed as first support, bat it 
should be noted that it would require a dedine through HO to 
break a multi-year uptrend line. 


the currency’s rally trend is now mature. 

■With all of this in mind, a rally through 1.65-1.66 DM/U.S.5 
could still be enough to signal a challenge of last October's 
1.59 high. Support is at 1.726-1.74, a decline through that 
range would imply a test of the currency’s February lows at 
1.765. Short term momentum for the mark/yen cross-rate is 
weak but near oversold, and medium term momentum 
appears to be in a bottoming process. 

We still think that any further weakness in coming weeks 
could complete a longer term bottoming process and set the 
stage for an important rally. In that regard, the area near 63.00 ; 
is still viewed as both chart .and momentum resistance^ / 

Found sterling- - 

Fu n da m ental view: The British pound continued to strengthen 
against file Deutscbemark, trading recently at DM/GBP 2.53. 
We expect the pound to rise to DM/GBP 2.65 in 12 months as 
short-term DM interest rates fell by 140 basis points compared 
to little change in sterling rates. The pound should also be 


supported by a substantial 
We now expect no furl 


Fundamental view: The dollar continues to trade in a narrow 
range against foe Deutscbemark. Dollar bulls are emphasising 
the likelihood that German interest rates will fell by more than 
expected as monetary tightening by the Fed erases the 
Deutschemark’s remaining interest rate advantage for short 
maturities. Dollar bears emphasise foe Bundesbank's cautious 
approach towards monetary easing and the likelihood that the 
Fed will have to tighten policy only modestly in coming 
quarters. With no cut in German official interest rates 
e x pected until late April or May, fire currency market should 
remain sensitive to economic data from the U.S. for the 
second quarter: 

Our U.S. analysts do not expect U.S. growth to slow to less 
than 4% until foe fourth quarter, which suggests to us the 
prospect of further gradual monetary tightening by the Fed 
and a gradual appreciation of the U.S. dollar. German 
economic data is consistent with a fiat-to-negative first 
quarter, pointing to further disinflation ahead. 

With German inflation expected to decline ~2% or less next 
year, we continue to look for German short-term interest rates 
to fall to 4% even as U.S. short-term interest rates rise above 
that leveL We continue to look for the dollar to rise to the 
DM/USD 1.80 level in 6-months time and to con tin ue to trade 
around that level in 12- mouths. 

Tech n ical view: The Deutscfaemaik fell 1.0% against the U.S. 
dollar last week. Sentiment co n t inu es to deteriorate and 
remains overbought. Short term momentum is weak, but 
medium term momentum still has an upward bias and has the 
potential to remain so into late April or early May. AH of fins 
implies that higher highs are still possible in coming weeks, but 


We now expect no further reductions in file base interest 
rate because markets responded unfavourably to the last cut, 
which was believed to be politically motivated. This upcoming 
elections in May and June would predude a cut at this time. 
The pound appreciated against foe dollar this week to 
U.S.S/GBP 1.48. 

We expect foe pound to trade at U.S.S/GBP 1.47 in 12 
months as pound appreciation against the DM is roughly offset 
by DM depredation against the dollar. 

Technical view: The British pound advanced a relatively 
modest 0.2% versus the U.S. dollar during foe week ended 
April 8. Sentiment remains neutral. The currency remains in 
its multi-month trading range, and short term momentum 
appears to be bo tt o ming . However, medium term mo m e ntu m 
continues to offer little definition (although there is a slight 
upward bias). The lower end of the trading range at 1.46 
U.S. Si is support; a break below that would allow for at least a 
test of the 1993 low near 51.43 and possibly long term support 
at $1.40-51.42. 

Hie 51.50-51.51 range is the viewed as first resistance. A 
rally through second resistance at $1.55 would set the stage for 
a challenge of the long term benchmark at $1.60. The DM 
cross-rate has' rallied to near 2.53 and short term momentum is 
still constructive, medium term momentum oscillators remain 
weak. A break below 2.485 would set the stage fora challenge 
of 2.43-2.44. Resistance is at 2.53-2^6. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY APRIL 16, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Rrghter Foundation 


Peanuts 


'wake UP/ IT'S \ 
A PERFECT 
PAY FOR CHA 5 IN 6 
V KAB 5 IT 5 .' J 


f WHAT 
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k DOING? . 


Sis’ 







YOU DON T CATCH ' 
RABBITS BY HANDIN 6 
v OUT LITERATURE.. J 


; ... 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 


HEY MUTT. D»DYO0 
KNOW «/£VE BEEN 
PALS NOW ALMOST 
FoRTV-F WE YEARS/. 


/ VEri.\ 
THAT 5 
Right* I 



You and l WE’VE T * /00lDnT ,t you 

stucktogether I nivi; s * l ° 

all that Time /WvL-' every&od y was 

THROUGH THICK aS^M^ALWAVS^J^^ 


^oh.Mwhat?! 
i MUTT.'i: NTC 


J l 6ND Mg S 
r TWO BUCKS 
l*Tl L SATURDAY , 
PAL* f 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Gaining important headway to- 
day with the double Moon 
square to Uranus and Mars isn't 
going to be easy, especially with 
unexpected company droping in 

untimely. Avoid that accom- 
ptisbed troublemaker, 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
day to look into modern methods 
and ideas through which to adv- 
ance more quickly in your 
career. Be mote poised and hap- 
py in whatever you do. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
*Steer dear of persons who like to 
argue. Take tune to study a new 
project that could mean more 
abundance and prestige in the 
future. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
modem dunking person can give 
you valuable advice now, so be 
.sure to follow iL Take no risks 
with money or the property you 
own. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Avoid an oldtime con- ' 
tact who could deter your prog- . 
ness right now. Plan modem 
ways of advancement to get you 
what you truly desire. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 

Look over your surroundings 
and make sensible plans for im- 
provement. Be careful of one 
who is jeakxis of you and you 
great success. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Have a long talk with an 
ally and make future operations 


more functional. Take time to 

engage in a favourite hobby for 
you own pleasure. 

.LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Make a stronger effort to 
improve your image in the com- 
munity, but don’t worry about 
snide remarks made by othets 
who are jealous of youT success. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Waste no rime in 
putting creative ideas to work 
and make the future brighter. 
Show more affection for your 
mate and you will both be very 
happy. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Plan how to 
improve home conditions and be 
happier from now on. Be more 
willing to cooperate with others 
and you will ix more successful. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Attend to routine ! 
chores early in the day so you 1 
will have more time for recrea- ; 
lion later. Make new friends 
today who can be helpful. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Find a better and 
more modem way of handling 
money and property affairs. 
Accept suggestions from a new- 
comer on bow to complete any 
new project 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your personal’ aims are vital 
to you now, so plan how to make 
more progress toward gain ing 
them- Think constructively on 
how to accomplish more. 


PARIS (R) — The Paris Club 
of Western 'government len- 
ders said Friday it had agreed 
to cut Poland’s S34 billion offi- 
cial debt by $8 j. billion. 

The decision, made at a 
meeting on Thursday by club 
representatives, implements 
the second half of a 1991 deal 
which effectively cuts Poland’s 
debt to the Paris Gub by 50 
per cent. 

“They have decided to grant 
Poland foe additional debt re- 
duction linked to this second 
stage, bringing the overall debt 
reduction under the agreement 
to 50 per cent in net present 
value terms,” the French eco- 
nomy ministry said- 

Jan Wojnowski, a spokes- 
man for foe Polish finance 
ministry, said the decision was 
made following consultations 
with the International Monet- 
ary Fond. The fund's approval 
of Warsaw’s compliance with a . 
standby loan agreement for 
1993 was one of foe conditions 
for granting foe reduction. 

The IMF had already 
approved Poland’s economic 
performance in 1993 and its 
budget plan foT this year, 
which were also conditions for 
"the second half of -the Pans 
'Gab debt reduction. Mr.: ^6- 
•jnowsld said a debt-reduction • 
deal with Poland’s commercial 
creditors in March also eased 
the way for foe Paris Gub 


move. 

The Paris Gub agreed. to 
halve some 534 billion of debt 
owed by Poland to foreign 
governments in April 1991 — 
granting generous terms pre- 
viously reserved for only the 
poorest developing countries. 

Poland, the first eastern 
European state to free itself 
from communist rale, argues 
that foe debts were accumu- 
lated through the mismanage- 
ment of the communist rulers. 

The French economy minis- 
try, which acts as secretary to 
the Paris Gub, said the deal's 
success would, like other dub 
deals, depend on Warsaw win- 
ning similarly generous terms 
from its commercial hank cre- 
ditors. 

It said the club “reserves foe 
right to review this decision in 
the light of the implementation 
of foe agreement in principle 
reached on March lb, 1994,^ 
between Poland and foe work- 
ing party for commercial banks 
debt negotiations.” 

After three years of hag- 
gling, a package was finally 
agreed by commercial banks 
on March 10, cutting Warsaw’s 
$13 billion ..debt to them by. 
42.5 per cenL The Para Gub 
briefly delayed a' deosion on 
the -second-tranche of its deal 
pending checks that the com- 
mercial banks’ package was as 
generous as its own. 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to foim 
four onSnaiy words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

g by Henri Arnold end Hike Ajyiricxi 

I The doctor eaya I'm not | 

I yWraHne I 


VIRTE 


OAP1N I _ 



GOYNEX 


AUSANE 


Answer here: 


WHAT ^HE THOUGHT 
OF HER CLHAN 
DILL OF HEALTH 
^ ■ ./ 
Now arrange the circled letters to 
tom the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


Jumbles: BLOOM BAGGY 
Answer Combine classical and 


(Answers Monday) 
MOHAIR FLEECE 


combine classical and popular music and 
you geittife— BACH AND ROLL 


THE Daily Crossword ** 


ACROSS 
I Start or pony 
start 

5 Pwlume from 
petals 

10 Calendar abOr 

14 Confess 

15 Railing snare 

16 Naturalness 

17 Celebrate 

20 Hfrt and jofeon 

21 Take advice 

. trtwn 

22 Surprise attacks 

23 Supervision 

24 Gyrate 
26 Painful 

wrenching 

23 Talk* on and on 

33 Elms — Presley 
Lincoln's • 
assassin 

35 Destiny 

36 Unexpected 


41 Buenos — 
42- majesie 
43 Ribbon 
ornaments 

45 Kndcl diva 
4? Contended 

46 Diamond cover 


Diane C. Baldwin 


mmmm aiiii ssssl 

15! B iSSS" a l 

in am an 

isS-aaSas B m 


11.888 jjSH 


to Rem payer 

11 Mata- 

12 Spent 


'3 Beatty fan, 

4° Adjective lor tne IB Asian 

ST-* IS Sampan 
WJ^tofjuwce 


53 Haul 

MWrtaandown • SS 

B0 June 6. 1944 25 

B?rw erCyCl8 ZBBrol 
B2 Post e opposite 27 Utah 


24 Can the — 
(exercise 
contra) 

25 Tree 

28 Broad sword 


64 Dark-brown fur 
85 Octagonal sign 


29 Arrives 

30 Novelist 


£ ""^animal 


Prate Salmi: 


ISnS 

ilsiF 

1 linn rjnHiiH 


2 Egg-shapas 

3 dark's girt 
4Hc« torn to 

5 Nautical wm 

6 Stacker 

7 Neck and neck 

8 Gpp. of syn. 

9 Antique car 


34 Atfeeted wta 

3* Bluebeard's last **"£3?"*"** 33Cox>r 

wife ^ Uneasy £2 ” r - Premhgar 

-JB-jMpaaaage 4g F ac5£? 

tjSwF-** -3P 1 









Economy 



JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 1994 


f 


wwmo Un am - sncn***: 

TOXnsWZl wot 75 l 441170 

OUC M i m a MUREET SUDIK imvM _ ___ 

^ "WttlwSs |W '“' W ■ uTm/umi 

WHO 


coKnurr’S nua 


custtae Mia run 
ma 


MOW BMnt 

jobdmi nnnw, un 

OWE Or JOMMB 

HIOCC* BUT IW DBil lUJ U UK, 
irMThLM. oeunonmir bjuih 
IB WHIM BMW 

now KUWAIT MUX 

jam m GBLT BMC 

ABAB JORUM MV K ’ .HU . BMn 

JORUM ISLAMIC SAW 

JOROU ISUJUC BANX/NtW 

wrtfin Bun FOR &UTXK A IMVBSTKZVT 


jorbu anictnan 1 a rxjowa bajo: 

KXT ZZMU. BWIWIB WnMI FOR M09BXRC 
akmmi bub for nvtBmanr 
arm auntne eenvoRAnap/jofuMn 


«M!w seas asnm 

JBWH1II UtSUOUKX 


OnvCESJkL IFSOKAMCT 

AIM LIFE A ACCIDBRT ZRSHUMCB 

AL-MIBR M.-NIUI IIWUMt 

JWMniui ELECTRIC FOVBM 

3«m DISTWCT BJEWICITr 

JOROAM nm MINERAL 

ARAB UlTZXnTlOHAL HOTELS 

JOMMR RATIONAL SJCP9JHG LIRSE 

J0E3AH TQQRUJI A SPA CO H F L CE 

MX10MX. PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE IRVLSTMFVT 

PETRA ERTRKU5ES I EOUIPRERTS LEAS I DC 

Maun iRTEtannoRAL trading cm-** 

ftcKlKApr EQUIP. RCVTIHG A KURTEKARCE 

MROAV PRESS raORBATIOR l ALRA‘1 

DRITE9 KIDDLE EAST k COMMODO R E HOTELS 

AMAH INTER. FOR WU.RUI A DUCAT I OM 

JORDAN TDRAOCO A CICARCTTZS 

KTTMQCCP CONST. lUOIAUL MNOTACTtnUM 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAH pmPRATE NINES 

HIE ARAB POTASH 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RZTIRAMT 

POOLER IHMSmiES 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL 4 AGH I CULTURAL 
THE JOROAM NDRSTED MILLS 
ARAB numACZUrXCAL IIA N B FRC T W UNO 
joroan cnmKic 


JORDAN PAPER A CAUUOMII PACTORIES 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETXRCtRTS rvDUXIRIES 

SPInLRG A REAVING 

MAFIA INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN GLASS INDUSTRIES 

UAH IX. OHM DEVELOPMENT A INVESTMENT 

ARAB nrJZSmENT A IRERNATIOMAL TRADE 

ARAB AL9UR1DM IMSUSTRT 

LTVESTOCH A FOULTKI 

GENERAL INVEST ME NT 

ARAB PAPER CON VE RT TNG A TRADING 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

RATIO N AL STEEL I R D UST MF 

INTERMEDIATE FETRO -CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN CHEMICAL SHSOST1UES 

JORDAN ROCXMOOL INDUSTRIES 

TNnrzRSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES A HATCN/JIMCO 

JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUS Jill 

RATIONAL CABLE it WIRE NARUPACTURIHC 

Jordan auw-Moiiau 

ARAB CENTER FOR PKAMM- A CHEMICALS 
JORDAN KUWAIT CO. PON Ml. A TOO PROD. 
KAvniKA INVESTMENT 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
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1.4759 

1.4756 

Deutsche Mar*. 

1.7090 

I. 7163 

Shm Franc 


1.4415 

French Franc 

5.S475 

BESSES' 

Japamc Yen 

103.30 

703.00 

European Cnmen* Unit 

1.1321 

J.7313** 
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Cmitncj 

I MTH 

3 MTH5 

6 MTHS 

n«»yfg 

U4f. Dollar 

3.5000 

3.7500 

4.0600 

4.7500 

SterflnR Pound 

4.S100 

4.9400 

5.1300 

5.4400 

Deutsche Mark 

5.5600 

5.4400 

5.3100 

5.1300 

Swiss Franc 

3.9400 

3.6S00 

3. $100 

3.7500 

French Franc 

5. WO 

s.ssoo 

5. $100 

5.7S00 

Japanese Yen 
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2.1300 

2.3600 

European Currencj L'srfl 

6. 1600 

6.K00 

6.0000 
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Currency 

Bid “j 

Offer 

UJj. Dollar 

0.70U- 

0.7060 

1.0422 

Deutsche Mark 

MWfFfM i 

0.412$ 

Swte, Franc 

0.4377 

0.4901 

French Franc 

0.1201 

0.1207 

Japanese Yen 

0.6$0$ 

0.6642 

Dutch CiriMcr 

0.3661 

0.3679 

Swedish Krona 



lUliw Uni 

0.0431 

0.0433 

Befeian Franc 




LONDON EXCHANGE HATES 


““ WIton Fnd>y - 

^ i iRTfi/36 Canadian dollar 

1.00 costs Deutsdicmarks 

Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 


ce of gold 


1.3826/36 

1.7096/06 

1.9192/02 

1.4490/00 

35.20/24 

5.8500/50 

1634.8/6.3 

103.80/90 

7.9000/00 

7.4160/10 

6.7030/80 

51 .4728/38 

$376.80/377-30 


Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Philippines to reduce overseas workers 


MANILA (R) — The Philip- 
pines plans to reduce the num- 
ber of Filipino workers in 
Malaysia and other countries 
because of job opportunities at 
home are growing. President 
Fidel Ramos has said. 

Mr. Ramos's statement con- 
tradicts official statistics which 
show that the un employe mem 
rare has risen to 8.6 per cent in 
January this year from eight 


per cent a year ago. 

Officials said the planned 
cutback of workers in Malaysia 
had oo relation to last month's 
roundup by Malaysian police 
of 1.200 Filipina maids in 
Kuala Lumpur on suspicion 
some of them were illegal en- 
trants. 

Mr. Ramos told his weekly 
news conference the Labour 
Department had drawn up 


plans to slow down the sending 
of workers abroad and these 
would be implemented very 
soon. 

“This should be seen as a 
sign of our implementing our 
policy of gradually diminishing 
the numbers of our overseas 
workers because job opportu- 
nities are starting to be gener- 
ated here in the Philippines." 
he said. 


A total of 5.7 million Filipi- 
nos aree currently unemployed 
or underemployed out of a 
total workforce of 26 million, 
officials say. 

There are about two million 
Filipinos working overseas. 
They include seamen on mer- 
chant ships, domestic workers, 
labourers and professionals 
driven to work abroad for 
scarcity of jobs at home. 


Algeria says low 
oil price forced 
debt rescheduling 


Casablanca Bourse booms 
with new investments 


CASABLANCA. Morocco 
(R) — Trading on the Casab- 
lanca Bourse soared by more 
than 1000 per cent in the first 
quarter of 1994 mainly due to a 
rapid privatisation programme 
and the inflow of foreign in- 
vestment, officials said. 

“Trading on Casablanca's 

stock market rose by 1.131 per 

cent in the fits: quarter of 1994 

compared with the same 

period of las: year," bourse 

director Abdcr Razak Laraki 

told Reuters. 

* 

Officials reported a transac- 
tion record of 2.1 billion 
dirhams (S220 million) in the 
first quarter of 1994 compared 
with 18.1 million during the 
same period last year. 

“The adoption of stock mar- 
ket reforms by the government 
attracted foreign and Moroc- 
can investors interest," Mr. 
Laraki said. 

He added that in the last 


nine months 30 foreign inves- 
tors had been active on the 
market because “Morocco is 
seen as an emerging market." 

He uamed investment 
houses Lehman Brothers. 
Morgan Stanley. Solomon 
Brothers and international 
financier George Soros as 
among those active on the 
bourse. 

“The boom is also due to the 
privatisation of state entrep- 
rises such the Comapagnie des 
Transports Marocains-Ligne 
Nationale (CTM-L.N.. the Ci- 
ments de L’Oriental (CIOR) 
and the state SOFAC-Credit," 
Adil Douiri of the Casablanca 
Finance Group said. 

The CTM-L.N., CIOR and 
the automobile credit agency 
SOFAC-Credit together sold 
1.95 million shares on the 
Casablanca stock market. The 
offers were four times oversub- 
scribed, the ministry of priva- 


tisation said. 

Offers came mainly from 
foreign investors, Moroccan 
workers abroad and from local 
bankers, an official said. 

Privatisation Minister Abder 
Rahman Saaidi said in a recent 
interview with Reuters that 
more than 100 state entreprises 
are to be sold off. 

Among the companies slated 
for privatisation is the Sodete 
Nationale des investisments 
(SNI). estimated to be worth 
$104 million. 

The official Exchange Con- 
trol Bureau said in a recent 
report that private foreign in- 
vestments rose by 26.3 per cent 
to S574 million. French and 
British investors were among 
the most active. 

Founded in 1929. the bourse 
has 72 listed stocks, it was 
recently renamed the Societe 
Gestionnaire de la Bourse 
with its own watchdog body. 


Schneider files 

ft 

for bankruptcy 

FRANKFURT (R) — A court 
in the German town of Koenig- 
stein said Friday the financially j 
troubled German property de- 
velopment company Dr. 
Juergen Schneider A.G. had 
filed for Bankruptcy. The 
court added that a First meeting 
between the company and its 
creditors had been scheduled 
for May 17. At talks between 
executives of the Schneider 
group and creditor banks on 
Thursday, banks agreed to set 
up a group to sec what could 
be salvaged from the property 
empire of Juergen Schneider, 
who disappeared a week ago 
leaving the heavily-indebted 
company financially paralysed. 

A statement from the company 
said the group wanted to see to 
what extent Schneider's build- 
ing projects could be continued 
and how many jobs could be 
saved. However, the banks 
made dear in a statement after 
the talks that the companies in 
the Schneider group would 
probably not be able to carry 
on operations in the longer 
term. 


TUNIS (R) — Algeria's cen- 
tral bank governor has said 
that the country's creditors 
knew that low crude oil prices 
left it no choice but to seek 
rescheduling of its medium and 
long-term foreign debt. 

“Algeria's partners know 
that for years Algeria avoided 
resorting to rescheduling its 
external' debt despite the heavy 
cost of debt servicing." Abdul 
Wahab Karamane told the offi- 
cial Algerian APS news agen- 
cy. monitored in Tunis. 

“They also know- that the 
recent decline in the price of 
crude oil left it with no othet 
choice.” he added. 

He gave no figures t'or 
Algeria's medium and long 
term debt which would be 
eligible for rescheduling, but 
experts value the debr at be- 
tween $11 and S13 billion. 

Algeria's total foreign debt 
is estimated at $2b billion. 

Mr. Karamane also de- 
fended Algeria's reform mea- 
sures. including a recent de- 
valuation of the dinar, to pave 
the way for an International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) loan. 

"We consider that the agree- 
ment Algeria has reached and 
the programme contained in 
the letter of intent are indeed 
austere, but the least austere 
possible considering the cir- 
cumstances." he told APS. 

"There are no other surprise 
measures in the drawers that 


may be foreseen," Mr. Kara- 
mane said. 

Algeria, hit by the pro- 
longed weakness of world oil 
prices, has been negotiating 
with the IMF since November 
fora $1.0 billion standby loan. 

A key issue in its IMF nego- 
tiations was over how much to 
devalue the dinar. The army- 
backed authorities in Algeria 
feared social unrest if they 
adopted too harsh a program- 
me of economic reform. 

On Saturday. Algeria de- 
valued the dinar by 28.0 per 
cent in international terms, or 
by 40. 17 per cent according to 
the measure Algerians use. 

Inflation is running at 30 per 
cent and many of Algeria’s 
factories are running at 50 per 
cent capacity because of a 
shortage of hard currency to 
pay for imports of raw mate- 
rials. 

Newspapers recently said ex- 
perts were drawing tip docu- 
ments and talks with the Paris 
Club of creditors on debt res- 
cheduling might begin by mid 
to end May. 

One expert said Algeria 
would seek rescheduling of 
$13.5 billion starting Decem- 
ber 1994. 

Mr. Karamane stressed 
Algeria was not seeking to 
reschedule short-term debt. 

Algerian officials say Japan's 
support is vital if it is to reach 
agreement with the Paris Club. 






THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


MCKMG. AIR FREJGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

60*^76 6(14696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 78 06 




THE 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tefr"81 6605/81 0609/810520 j 
Fax: 810520 


%ozem Inn 

Hommage a Amman 
...a tribute to tradition, 
culture and heritage ... f 

the in-place to be ! .i 

Tel . 613572/ 630571 Fax.630572 Jabal Amman.2nd Circle^ 



RESTAURANT 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


...tUMIV^ZE 

SfORls PUB 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.nL 
and the kamikazes 
are always 1 J.D. Each 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMpVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DAN2AS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


Th* Ffrit Ctaa* Hotel ta 
Amman tM has a . ' 
KRc ha natt t In every room-! 
“Satefflta T.V. Reception” 


l»AIM»TEL 

,|^«|l|l= 


Amman - TaL 668183 
P-O.Bck 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 

Businessmen 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia^ Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open d-jily 12:00 - 1:30 

p.m. 

\ 6:3(1 - Midnight / 



SOUTH ELECTRONICS CO. 

rVMA'.M 

We have all types of 
Electrical home appliances 
T.V..W.M. Ref., Audios, V.C.. 
T.V. with video, Fax, Pianos 

& DUTY FREE ^ 


Wholesale and retail 
transactions 

Sec. Tei.: 696190/1/2 
Fox: (9626) 696193 
P.0.BOX 860236 
Amman - Jordan 


The first & best 
■ Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

7sf Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka away banHUCa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Teh 639968 



The Rf-stIn 
Indian Cuisine. 


bwkfaam I 

. '• !■ T \ ! *: A V T 

On\ For I.vnch & Divvkh. ‘‘ 
For fe*etv»t)on*c*JI 6413S1 *' 


& 

SZECHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Sfcfllod Chinas* Chafe 

1 Opcun3Q.33Q46VO-kUaiH "j 

Take away is available 


hi 


Sfiaf Af-AraO SinMK 
Un OTUKiai CommHoal Co/Kn 

Tei.: 861174 
Ckc lasted Always Lci/ed 


AVIS 


Wc try harder. 



S 699-420 


X 


SELECT HOTEL 


@ SuperiorHulcl Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal A1 Webdeh/Tel.637 101/637.102 




GALtERY33€Srr “ 
INTERfJftTK 



Milk l MM rmuw 
AMMAN n;i.. N 1 59X7 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop yom colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JVMBO photo 

size 30% largmr 

* From en/arge- 
i iwM i t 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh lei: 823891 


Cleaning Services 
Every Day 


ffficirm. and 
pn fnsiprul Cleaners 



Phone 604671 

ED Electrolux 



Restaurant 
You Know 

Our Pizzas* Sandwiches 
Now Trq Tkc 

Italian Pasta 

W#*** way 
Spaghetti 
R^p Prune 
Fettucebto 
riepoml to jou bam 
mcrodbmts 

TwTbCXwbv 




La vie. Seautu 
center 

| for Facial cleansing, Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing ,NaU Care 

, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

Wt use the best French Cosmetke 


fern and aubry 


I Reservation & Information 

Um Utbainah - Tel.: 661217 



[if 'SflitlstlljE'L 


FOR RENT 


in Amman. 

For farther detials please call 

SANABLE REAL ESTATE 

TEL": 864230 FAX 864231 


AL-FUHIE5 TOURS 

QD 


■La.1 I,... 1.1 iiA 


L>“- 


Ji 


AirireTictets, Hotel Reservation's 
Groups Discount prices 


•iljlgll j-c- o^Uj 


Lebanon. Syria , Turksy , Eyapt , 
Iraq , Cyprus . Banckck , Basya 


MAW 0FBC& AL- FUKES 
TflL: 720807- Fax:72D087 
BRANCH: AL- ABDALU 
ToL: 619651/2/3 - Fax; 619553 
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i 5. Africans pick up the pieces 
after foreign mediation fails 


f JOHANNESBURG (R) - 

) South Africans were left to 
i pick up the pieces Friday after 
i foreign mediators failed to get 
; to grips with their country’s 
; intractable political problems 
Jess than two weeks before 
J historic ail-race elections. 

; ■ “We are on our own now... 
T' but then we never really e.\- 
peeled anything from media- 
I- tion.” said ANC official Bale- 
*. ka Kgositsile, commenting 

■"Thursday night's departure of 
seven mediators led by ex-U.S. 
Secretary of State Henry Kis- 
sijiger and former British Fore- 
ign Secretary Lord Carrington. 

"I really don’t know if they 
should have come to start 
I with,” Ms. Kgositsile said of 
* the failed mission to bridge the 
> yawning gap between the ANC 
i and the Zulu-based Inkatha 
' Freedom Party of Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, which is boycotting 
(be April 26-28 elections, 
j v Mr. Buthelezi. who wants 
.^virtual autonomy for Kwazulu- 
“ Natal in post-apartheid South 
'* Africa, effectively scuttled the 
peace bid by demanding the 
-1 agenda should include delaying 
>the poll. ANC leader Nelson 
''Mandela and President F.W. 
C De Klerk ruled out any delay. 

• Dr. Kissinger, announcing 
the collapse of the mission, 
told reporters: “Our group was 
unanimous that at no stage 
stage and ufider no circumst- 
ances would we involve with 
the question of the election 
date.” 

Ms. Kgositsile said she was 
not aware of any planned poli- 
tical initiatives to try to draw 

Russian 

flotilla 

starts 

‘training 

exercises’ 

• KIEV (AP) — A flotilla of 
Russian-controlled warhips 

' took to sea Friday, causing 
Vnew friction between Russia 
-v£uid Ukraine as their leaders 
/• prepared to meet in Moscow to 
°;Diwy up the Black Sea Fleet. 

: ■ I "We know at least nine ships 
.‘-have left their moorings, but 
-;we don't know whether they 
c acre just training or are prepar- 
^ jug to start a war” Mikola 
[ l&avchenko, spokesman for the 
‘.‘Ukrainian Navy in Sevastopol, 

0 Jold the Associated Press. 

\J- Russian officials said the 

1 'ihips were starting an ordinary 
^Training exercise unrelated to 
‘' ■tensions between the two most 

powerful former Soviet Re- 
' publics. 

! * ; The Interfax and ITAR- 
; "TASS news agencies said the 
-IFlotilla numbered 15 vessels, 

• including 12 that left Black Sea 
sports Friday. 

Savchenko claimed Russian 

* officers had not informed their 
‘Ukrainian partners in the 

fleet's operational command 
j-what movements the vessels 

! would make. 

# 

; “All we know is they are 

* fully equipped with weapons, 

; in a state of battle readiness, 

; and could start a war if they so 

• decide,” he said. 


Inkatha into the elections, 
which the ANC is widely ex- 
pected to win. 

The collapse has sparked 
fears of more unrest in Mr. 
Buthelezi’s stronghold Kwazu- 
lu-Natal. where 218 people, 
five Thursday, have been kil- 
led in political unrest since a 
state of emergency was de- 
clared in the volatile area on 
March 31. 

More than 10,000 people 
have been killed in a decade- 
long turf war in the volatile 
region, most in clashes be- 
tween supporters of Inkatha 
and those of the ANC. 

Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu led 
a church delegation to the 
Kwazulu capital Ulundi Friday 
to meet Zulu King Goodwill 
Zwelithini. who with Inkatha is 
holding talks with the govern- 
ment and ANC on the Zulu 
monarchy's future. Kwazulu is 
the heartland of South Africa's 
8.5 million Zulus whose loyal- 
ties are fiercely contested by 
the two main black parties. 

But King Goodwill told the 
church leaders he could not 
advise his people to vote in an 
election "which will establish a 
constitution under which there 
will be another attempt to des? 
troy Zulu sovereignty." 

Despite the unrest, the 
chairman of the independent 
electoral commission running 
the election, said he was confi- 
dent that voting would be 
largely unhindered. "Notwith- 
standing the flaws in our socie- 
ty we can produce substantially 


free and fair elections.” said 
Judge Johann Kriegler. 

Mr. De Klerk said Friday 
char despite (be failed foreign 
mediation, the four-way talks 
with King Goodwill should 
continue. The king has said, 
however, that the question of 
the monarchy cannot be sepa- 
rated from the impasse keep- 
ing rejectionist Inkatha out of 
the transition to majority rule. 

“We are all concerned at the 
break up of mediation. This 
brings to the fore the import- 
ance of continued negotiations 
with regard to the Zulu monar- 
chy," Mr. De Klerk said in 
Pretoria. 

He told reporters a task 
group, formed to look into 
King Goodwill's position, had 
produced a joint document 
which the government, ANC. 
Inkatha and King Goodwill 
were considering. 

ANC officials said they did 
not hold out much hope that 
Mr. Buthelezi would agree to 
the new terms offering the king 
wide constitutional powers but 
a four- way summit was possi- 
ble next week if progress was 
made. “As we found with the 
mediation terms... Inkatha 
negotiators agreed with them, 
but Mr. Buthelezi rejected 
them. This is the problem we 
are faced with,” said one. 

Mr. De Klerk tacitly ack- 
nowledged in a nationally-tele- 
vised debate Thursday night 
that his National Party would 
come second to Mr. Mandela’s 
ANC in the elections after 
which a national unity govern- 
ment win come to power. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gunmen kill Belfast woman 

BELFAST (API — The Ulster Freedom Fightere, a Protes- 
tant-based paramilitary group, said Friday its gunmen killed a 
33-year-old Belfast woman. Gunmen threw a brick through a 
window at Theresa Clinton's house late Thursday night. As 
she moved to the window the gunmen sprayed the house with 
gunfire, police said. Her husband, James, and their two 
daughters, who were upstairs at die time, were not harmed. 
The Ulster Freedom Fighters said their target was Mr. 
Clinton, who is a member of Sinn Fein, the legal, political 
party which supports the Irish Republican Army. 

Senate passes French language bill 

PARIS (R) — 'The French Senate has passed a controversial 
biU to erect barriers around the French language to step ga 
flood of English words and keep it alive in the technological 
age. The bill, sometimes mocked at home and abroad as a vain 
bid to turn a tide by decree, will make it illegal to use foreign 
words in public announcements and compulsory to let French 
people use their own language in seminars within the country. 
Although it does not name the offending invader language, die 
bill is clearly aimed at English, often accused of expanding 
aggressively in culture and trade and adulterating French into 
“Franglais." Sanctions, to be fixed later, are certain to include 
fines and* loss of public subsidies. But, in a business-minded 
exception, it will not apply to selling French goods abroad. 
Pan of a government offensive to keep French alive in the 
modern, technological world dominated by English, the bill 
adds up to a drive to protect French culture and expand La 
Francopfaonie — the dub of French-speaking countries. 

Thais deny latest Cambodian charge 

BANGKOK (R) — The Thai military Friday denied sugges- 
tions from Cambodia that Khmer Rouge guerrillas Launched 
tank attacks on Cambodian government forces from Thai 
territory. The charges by Cambodia's deputy chief of general 
staff. General Nheak Bun Chhay, carried in news reports 
published here Friday, were the latest in a series of bitter 
Cambodian accusations that Thailand still maintains links with 
the guerrillas. “That’s impossible." aimed forces spokesman 
Lieutenant-General Anusom Krisnaseranee told reporters 
when asked about the tank charge. “Tanks are big, it’s 
impossible to hide them in Thailand and send them to 
Cambodia. If we were to do that, we would be condemned by 
the international community.” he said. 


China to seek reassurances 
from C. Asia on separatism, Islam 


; BEIJING (Agencies) — Pre- 
mier Li Peng is preparing to 
' visit China's Central Asian 
I neighbours next week to seek 
■ assurances they will not sup- 
port the simmering separatism 
; and Islamic fundamentalism 
; already rooted in China's for 
\ west. 

| Mr. Li begins Monday a 

• -12-day visit to Uzbekistan, 

Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan and Mongolia, 
taking up travel plans made for 

• May 1993 but postponed after 
be fell in with heart problems. 

The key issue for China is to 
make sure developing national 

• and religious sentiment in Cen- 
tral Asia does not spill across 
its own borders. 

“Beijing wants stability in 
Central Asia and supports 
Russian intervention to secure 
. it,” said one Asian diplomat. 

"Beijing wants secular gov- 
; emments in these countries 
"and strongly opposes Islamic 
’fundamentalism, for the effect 
‘it could have on its own large 
'Muslim population/’ he said. 

• A recent study by the China 
Academy of Social Sciences 
•said opening of the country's 
.Western borders since the five 
; Central Asian countries be- 
came independent in 1991 bas 
promoted economic, cultural 
.and political exchanges. 

“But enemy forces and 


separatist elements living 
abroad, under the pretext of 
nationalism, religion and hu- 
man rights have attacked the 
relations among Chinese races 
and social stability,” it said. 

It said those most liable to 
provocation were the country's 
nearly 10 million Muslims be- 
cause their religion and living 
style was the most different 
from China’s other races. 

Chinese minority popula- 
tions — including Uighuis, 
Kazakhs, Tatars and Tajiks — 
have long been restive under 
Beijing's rule and have 
periodically flared into open 
opposition. 

This occurred, again last year 
in a handful of incidents in 
Kashgar and Urumqi, in the 
western region of Xinjiang 
bordering the Central Asian 
state. Government buildings 
and military vehicles were 
attacked. 

Meanwhile, the Dalai Lama 
urged the United States Thurs- 
day to use economic pressure 
to encourage China to make 
improvements in human rights. 

Backing down to the 
Chinese government would 
discourage intellectuals and 
students who "eventually will 
bring democracy to China,” 
the exiled leader of Tibet told 
reporters after addressing the 
Hawaiian legislature. 


"The world community has 
the moral obligation to give 
every encouragement to tins 
group of people,'’ he said. 

The Om ton administration 
h« been poshing Q»ina to 

make progress on human rights 

as a condition for renewing 
China's favourable trade sta- 
tus , which entitles it to the 
lowest available tariffs on its 
exports. 

The Dalai Lama, who fled 
Tibet in 1959 during a faded 
revolution against the Chinese 
Communists, said preservation 
of Tibetan culture is more im- 
portant than political inde- 
pendence from China. 

"In my own case, Tibet is an 
independent nation, there is no 
doubt. We have our own cul- 
ture, heritage, language and 
customs and the race is diffe- 
rent/' be said. 

“However, my main consid- 
eration is preserving Tibetan 
culture. I consider the pre- 
servation of culture more im- 
portant than political inde- 
pendence.” 

In his address to lawmakers, 
the Dalai Lama praised the 
harmony Hawaii was within its 
cultural diversity. 

“It is my hope and prayer 
that the spirit of this harmony 
could be extended and enjoyed 
by other parts of the world,” 
be said. 


Both he and Mr. Mandela 
repeated pledges made fre- 
quently in the last few months 
that they would revive the eco- 
nomy and address South Afri- 
ca’s twin crises of unemploy- 
ment and housing. But both 
.were anxious to put across a 
message of reconciliation. 

In a gesture towards the end 
of the debate, witnessed by a 
television audience of millions, 
Mr. Mandela reached across 
and clutched Mr. De Klerk’s 
hand, saying; “I am proud to 
bold your hand.” 

Meanwhile, for the first time 
in their lives, blacks gathered 
in the lounge of the YWCA 
ball in Soweto could watch one 
of their leaders publicly debate 
a white president. 

And when the globally tele- 
vised exchange ended, they ap- 
plauded ana cheered, con- 
vinced Nelson Mandela had 
shown the future to anyone 
who doubted that white rale 
would end in less than two 
weeks. 

"From now, since we watch- 
ed that television, I think 
things will change for our 
country," said a graining Mark 
Ndlovu, 54, a manager at the 
YWCA centre in the Sowrto 
blade township. “We’ve been 
oppressed for so many years. 
At last, we hope something 
will change.” 

It was a final step in the 
ascension of Mr. Mandela 
from saboteur jailed for 27 
years to the man expected to 
be South Africa’s first black 
president after the vote. 

Zhirinovsky: 
West wants 
to destroy 
Russia 

MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
ultranationalist Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky has a theory about his 
stolen cap: It has become a 
valuable collector’s item. He 
also has a theory about the 
West: It is- out to destroy 
Russia. 

■i pie tyff . a rerifitg^ qked , in 
Iris 'iHindr ^e capjisr^rmaEle 
•because be is-a gttaa&tiatfrThe : 
West wants to destroy Russia 
because it could become a 
great empire again — with 
Zhirinovsky in charge. 

He elaborated on both 
theories Friday after returning 
from a Council of Europe 
meeting in Strasbourg, France, 
where be shocked bis hosts by 
pelting demonstrators with 
plants and pebbles. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky left France 
raging about the hat, which 
went missing at a council re- 
ception. He came back raging 
about the. West and saying 
Russia should steer dear of 
Western alliance as a matter of 
self-preservation. 

^ Western groups have 
"beautiful slogans" about 
democracy and human rights, 
he told a news conference, but 
Western nations traffic in the 
body parts of kidnapped chil- 
dren. 



African National Congress President Nelson Man- Klerk shake hands prior to a t^vaioo debate 
dda (left) and South African President F. W. De which was televised internationally in Johannes- 
burg (AFP photo) 

5 renegade MPs leave Japan’s LDP 


TOKYO (R) — Five renegade 
lawmakers resigned from the 
once -dominant Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) Fridayin a 
move that could spark new 
defections and reduce severely 
the streng th of Japan's biggest 
political party. 

“We have handed in our 
resignations to LDP Head- 
quarters,” said former State 
Minister Micfaihiko Kano, one 
of the rebels. 

"We want a role in political 
realignment... and plan to 
appeal to pro-reformers in the 
LDP to join us in creating a 
new group,” said Mr. Kano, 
who like the other four is from 
an LDP faction led by ex- 
Trade Minister Hiroshi Mitsu- 
znka. 

The five pro-reformers, who 
plan to form their own group, 
said their action was not con- 
nected to a bid by LDP baron 
Michio Watanabe to launch a 
splinter party.' 

The defections from the 
LDP are the latest in a wave 
that began with separate re- 
volts in mid-1993 by prominent 
politicians Ichiro Ozawa and 
Masayoshi Takemura, leaders 
of two LDP splinter parties 
that now dominate the current 
rating coalition. 

They could be followed soon 
by Mr. Watanabe, head of a 
50-strong LDP faction, and his 


supporters, the veteran politi- 
cian told reporters earlier Fri- 
day he was seriously consider- 
ing launching a new party in 
hopes of becoming prime 
minister. 

After failing to muster a 
majority in general elections in 
July 1993, the scandal-tainted 
LDP was forced to give up its 
38-year grip on power and 
move to me opposition bench. 
It still remains me largest poli- 
tical party. 

Mr. Ozawa and Mr. Take- 
mura wooed popular reform 
crusader Morihiro Hosokawa 
and his Japan New Party to 
join centrists and left-wingers 
to create an eight-way coalition 
to take over. 

Ironically, scandal allega- 
tions forced Mr. Hosokawa to 
resign as prime minister sud- 
denly last week. That sparked 
a bitter power struggle among 
onetime allies Mr. Ozawa ana 
Mr. Takemura, who have gone 
separate ways over policy mat- 
ters. 

Speculation is now rife that 
the coalition could split over 
die succession issue and begin 
scrambling to create new 
alliances to muster enough 
strength to form a government. 

Foreign Minister Tsutomu 
Hata is a frontrunner at this 
point but feuding coalition par- 
ties have been unable to make 
a dear-cut decision. 


NHK public television said 
another LDP group, pro- 
r e fonners under former Prime 
Minister Tbsbiki Kaifu, would 
meet Friday to discuss leaving 
the conservative party. 

It was unclear now many of 
the SO or so latiraakers in Mr. 
Watanabe's faction would join 
their leader in leaving the 
LDP. News reports estimated 
anywhere from a dozen to 30 
might go. 

Yet Mr. Watanabe’s ally, 
former Yasuhiro Nakasone, 
was less than enthusiastic ab- 
out talks of mutiny. “I think 
we should be very careful be- 
fore making a final decision," 
he said. 

Mr. Watanabe began moves 
to break away after the LDP 
refused earlier tins week to 
endorse him as its official 
candidate in the parliamentary 
vote. Twice in the part, the 
veteran politician has bid un- 
successfully for the pre- 
miership. 

LDP chief Yohei Kono was 
due-to meet Mr. Watanabe in 
hopes of reining him in, 
although prospects for success 
looked slim. 

Coalition representatives 
were also doe to resume efforts 
in the afternoon to iron out 
their differences over policy 
and the nominee for prime 
minister. • ■: 
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Yeltsin, to sign civic 
accord on April 28 


MOSCOW (AP) — President 
Boris Yeltsin has scheduled 
April 28 for the signing of an 
agreement with his hardline 
opponents to preVent political 
violence in Russia. 

However, it is still unclear 
whether Communist and ex- 
treme nationalists will go along 
with Mr. Yeltsin's idea for all 
sides to pledge to pursue their 
goals peacefully. 

Some say they will not sign 
the document, and others are 
drafting their own versions. 

It is also undear whether 
andy piece of paper would 
restrain Russia’s bitter extrcm- 
ists-or the military and police- 
in a crisis. 

In a presidential order 
Thursday, Mr. Yeltsin said the 


pact would be signed in the 
Kremlin by an "assembly of 
dvic accord." The timing 
appeared to be chosen to pre- 
cede hardline rallies on May 1. 
A communist-era workers’ 
holiday that has sparked vio- 
lence in recent years. 

The ceremonial assembly is 
intended to bring together all 
major political parties and 
coalitions. Mr. Yeltsin ordered 
an administration working 
group to finish drafting the 
document by April 20 and in- 
structed his chief of staff, 
Sergei Filatov, to convene rep- 
resentatives from various par- 
ties to agree on the text. 

An eight-page draft already 
was given to parliament mem- 
bers this month. 


Mr. Yeltsin views the accord 
as a way to prevent a recurr- 
ence of last October's violence, 
when hard-fine lawmakers and 
thdr armed supporters resisted 
his decree disbanding parlia- 
ment. More than 140 people 
died in two days of fighting, 
ending with a Yeltsin-ordered 
tank barrage on the Russian 
White House, the old parlia- 
ment bidding. 

The proposed civic accord is 
loosely modeled on agree- 
ments signed by Spanish poli- 
tical groups after the death of 
dictator Francisco Franco in 
1975.- Mr. Yeltsin praised 
Spain's experience during a 
three-day trip to Madrid and 
Barcelona this week. 


S. Korea drops envoy exchange demand in nuclear row 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
moved Friday to break an im- 
passe over North Korea's sus- 
pected nuclear programme by 
deriding to drop demands for 
an envoy exchange with the 
Stalinist North. 

North Korea has said the 
nudear row coukl only be set- 
tled through high-level talks 
with the United States. But 
Seoul had insisted that envoys 
be exchanged and the North 
allow unimpeded international 
inspections of its nudear sites 
before a Pyongyang- 
Wash ington meeting. 

Unification Minister Lee 
Yung-Dug said in a statement 
the south now judged it would 
be difficult to resolve the nuc- 
lear issue through the envoy 
exchange because of North 
Korea's intransigence. 

“We are no longer pushing 
for the exchange," Mr. Lee 
said. 

Analysts said the decision, 
which came after a meeting of 
top security officials, repre- 
sented a major concession by 
South Korea and might open the way 
for a diplomatic resolution of 
the prolonged crisis over the 
North's nuclear programme. 

The North’s refusal to allow 
full access to secret nudear 
facilities prompted the U.N. 
Security Council to issue a 
statement on March 31 urging 
Pyongyang to allow inspec- 
tions. 

Pyongyang, denying West- 
ern charges it is developing 
nuclear arms, has repeated 
threats of another war on the 
peninsula if it is pushed too far. 

The two Koreas had on-off 


contacts at the border early 
this year to discuss the envoy 
exchange, which Seoul had 
hoped would provide a turning 
point in resolving the nudear 
row. 

But the talks broke off on 
March 18 when North Korean 
delegates walked out of a 
meeting with the South, 
prompting Washington to can- 
cel a third round or talks with ' 
Pyongyang. 

Mr. Lee said Seoul would 
continue to pursue dialogue 
with the North even though it 
had. dropped the envoy ex- 
change demand. 

“Inter-Korean dialogue 
must go on for mutual inspec- 
tions of each other’s nudear 
facilities based on the (1991) 
joint declaration for .denuc- 
learisation of the Korean 
peninsula," he said. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
Stale Robert Gallucd was due 
in Seoul later Friday to coor- 
dinate policies towards the 
North. 

On the issue of North Ko- 
rean workers fleeing logging 
camps in Russia, Mr. Lee said 
the Seoul government had de- 
cided to grant asylum to those 
wishing to come to the South. 

He said South Korean Fore- 
ign Minister Han Sung-Joo, 
now in Moscow, had won a 
promise from the Russian gov- 
ernment to help Seoul's efforts 
to bring defecting North Ko- 
reans to the South. 

“Based on humanitarianism, 
we have decided to bring all 
escapees seeking asylum in the 
South following proper legal 
procedures," Mr. Lee said. 


President Kim Young-Sam 
last week said about 90 North 
Korean loggers working in 
Russia had sought asylum in 
the South but were not 
accepted because it may pro- 
voke the North. But Mr. Kim 
Wednesday told his cabinet to 
review the issue. 

North Korean watchers in 
Seoul said more than 150 Ko- 
reans have escaped North 
Korean-run lumber camps iu 
Russia to seek asylum in South 
Korea or in third countries. 
They estimate up to 20,000 
North Koreans work in Kha- 
barovsk lumber camps north of 
Vladivostok. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Peny Thursday post- 
poned a trip to Korea and 
Japan set to begin Friday be- 
cause of the acodential down- 
ing of two U.S. helicopters by 
U.S. jets in Iraq. The trip had 
been announced earlier this 
week as tension remained high 
on the Korean peninsula over 
the North Korean nuclear 
issue. 

Amid the tension, the Un- 
ited States has shipped Patriot 
anti-aircraft missiles to South 
Korea and derided to resume 
previously-shelved plans with 
Seoul for annual “Team Spir- 
it" war games with the South. 

SouthKorean President Kim 
Young-Sam, in remarks made 
public Friday, said fate country 
would be capable of defeating 
rival North Korea in the event 
of a war. 

“We are able to detect 
North Korean military move- 
ments for a war at least 24 
hours in advance, and we will 


counter them instantly,” Mr. 
Kim said Thursday in a meet- 
ing with senior journalists. A 
text of bis remarks was made 
public Friday. 

Kim said the 44 million 
South Koreans should not be 
over concerned about a possi- 
ble North Korean attack and 
should trust their government 
to protect them. The nearly 
two million armed forces of 
both Koreas remain on alert. 

■ South Korean officials have 
been worried that reports of 
possible military conflicts on 
the peninsula will adversely 
affect their economy, which 
has shown signs of recovery 
from years of recession. 

Meanwhile, North Korea 
marked Friday the 82nd birth- 
day of Kim n-Sung, state 
founder and deified “great 
leader", in muted fashion, as 
befits a nation In dire economic 
straits and isolated on the 
world' stage. 

The usual hyperbole was 
present in the laudatory news- 
paper editorial and intermin- 
able speeches by dignitaries. 

J£ a ?* Song-Sari 
hailed his chief as “a great 
statesman and a genius of crea- 
tion and construction... with 
an unexcelled clairvoyance 
scientific penetration, iron will 
r3re leadership ability.” 

Yet there was nothing 'to 
US 6 *! srainfiose Celebra- 
tions for Mr. Kim’s 80th birth- 

Yang Shangkun, 
lea der Prince (now 
Kmg) Sihanouk and several 
other Third World leaders. 


Nude skiing 
banned at resort & 

CRESTED BUTTE, Colorado 
(R) — Nude skiing will not be 
allowed again at the Crested 
Butte ski resort, vow resort 
officials. About 40 male and 
female skiers, apparently 
celebrating the end of the ski 
season and the start of spring, 
skied down slopes without clo- 
thing on April 3, Easter Sun- 
day. Later, some went to a 
mid-mountain bar, the Para- 
dise Warming House, for 
drinks. Parents with children 
who saw the nude skiers com- 
plained. After talking with 
police, resort officials decided 
nude skiers will definitely not 
be allowed next season. 

Drinkers beware 
of that ‘one for 
the sidewalk’ 

ATLANTA (R) — U.S. health 
officials said pedestrians 
account for 14 per cent of -all 
U.S. motor vehicle-related 
deaths, and many of the vie- fc 
tims were drank when they T 
died. In most U.S. states, driv- 
ers are considered legally 
drunk if their blood alcohol 
levels are .10 or greater. 
Although there are no statu- 
tory levels of drunkenness for 
pedestrians killed in traffic 
accidents, the study said a 
drunken pedestrian was one 
with a blood-alcohol level of 
.10. In 1992, 5.546 pedestrians 
were killed in motor vehicle 
accidents, and 96.000 were in- 
jured, the Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention said. 

Diamond necklace 
fetches world 
auction record 

NEW YORK (R) — A di- 
amond may be a girl’s best 
friend, but a diamond-studded 
necklace designed by Harry 
Winston was an auctioneer's 
dream, bringing a record 
$4,402,500. The necklace, with 
168 diamonds weighing a total 
of 239 carats, sola at a 
Sotheby's auction to an anony- 
mous buyer. Sotheby’s said it 
was the most paid for a neck- 
lace at an auction, exceeding 
the previous recovd of $3.52 x 
million for a necklace sold in 
New York in 1989. “TTiat's the 
right price. Just the fact that 
you can sell that in this market 
is quite a feat," said Sotheby's 
auctioneer and Executive Vice 
■ President John Block. 

Spanish official 
sacked for 
insulting nun 

MADRID (R) — A Spanish 
. official was sacked after he told 
a distraught nun who phoned 
his ministry seeking informa- 
tion about colleagues trapped 
in Rwanda: “We are not here 
to look for lost nuns in the 
jungle.” A statement from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
said Alvaro Ozores had been 
sacked and faced discipiinarly 
procedures for his response to 
a call from a member of the 
missionary Sisters of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph. Sister Do- 
lores Garda phoned the minis- 
try to ask for urgent help for 
three nuns trapped in a hospit- 
al at Kibuye, in Rwanda. She 
lodged a complaint after Mr. 
Ozores brushed her off. "The j 
ministry considers that the 
treatment meted out by Alvaro 
Ozores was not m keeping with 
bis responsibilities and correct, 
diplomatic procedures," said 
the statement released late 
Tuesday. Mr. Ozores apolo- 
gised for his remark in a letter 
sent to the ministry. He said it 
was possible that "after so 
many calls, I gave an improper 
response as a result of the 
tiredness caused by the situa- 
tion.” 

British child 
pornography 
library found 

LONDON (R) — British 
police have seized a child por- 
nography library stored in a 
university computer that could 
be linked to 160 countries. A 
-5-year-old research associate 
being questioned by police 
admitted operating the archive 
publishing the material 
worldwide, a police spokesman 
said. Thousands of still colour 
pictures of children as young as 
two were found stored on com- 

FHJL at Birmingham 
University in central England. 
Polire said they could be acces- 
sed through the Internet Com- 
munications Network, avail- 
able to academic institutions, 
government departments and 
businesses across the world. 
^ief inspector Keith Basel! 

2S ; h are countries 
which access this system. 

ST? “PS? ac- 

gss it, whether in Brazil or 


autnoi 

hacked into the arc! 
Police did not say when 
discs were seized but said 

operator had not mS 

money from the pornogra] 
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China forms professional league 


BELTING (R) — China has 
anno unced the formation of its 
first professional dub soccer 
league which it hopes will im- 
prove the nation’s chances of 
qualifying for the World Cup. 

”Our aim, according to the 
plan, is to enter the World Cup 
by the end of this century/’ 
said China Football Associa- 
tion (CFA) Chairman Wang 
Junsheng, adding with a smile: 
“But it will take us quite a 
long time to win it." 

CFA officials told a news 
conference that the 12-dub 
league would open April 17 
and the season would run until 
Nov. 13. 

The league will be sponsored 


by a cigarette company and 
most clubs wiB receive finan- 
cial support from 3ocal com- 
panies. In the past central and 
local government have paid 
players* salaries. 

“We are reforming our soc- 
cer by moving to a market 
system with the aim of raking 
standards and reaching the 
world level as soon as possi- 
ble,” said -Wang. 

To the dismay of millions of 
fans, China failed to qualify for 
this year's World Cup finals in 
the United States and did not 
even reach the last Asian qual- 
ifying round. 

Soccer is the most popular 
sport in China and television 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cardamone retains Euro boxing title 

VITORIA, Spain (R) — Agostino Cardamone from Italy 
retained his European middleweight boring title by beating 
France’s Gino Lelong on points over 12 rounds late Thursday. 
Cardamone, 28, proved his superiority early in the bout, 
fending him off with his powerful left-hand and using swift 
right-hand jabs to demolish his slower opponent. The judges 
derision was unanimous, with the final scores 120-111, 119-111 
and 120-112. 

Olympic champion Curry dead from AIDS 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON, England (AP) — Former 
Olympic and world champion figure skater John Curry died 
Friday from an AIDS-related illness, his agent said. He was 
44. Curry was diagnosed as having the HIV virus in 1987. He 
returned home in 1991 from the United States after being told 
he had full-blown AIDS. Cuny won the Olympic gold medal 
and world championships in 1976. 

Milan sell Papin to Bayern Munich 

MILAN, Italy (R) — French international striker Jean Pierre 
Papin will move to Bayern Munich next season from AC 
Milan, the Italian soccer champions have announced. Milan’s 
managing director Adriano GalKam said Papin, 30, had signed 
a two-year contract with Bayern worth 5.5 million marks ($3.2 
million). The Germans are currently on coarse for a record 
13th league title. 

Senna takes provisional pole position 

AIDA, Japan (AP) — Ayrton Senna of Brazil took the 
provisional pole position Friday in his Williams- Renault on the 
first day of qualifying for the Pacific Grand Prix. Senna, who 
ranked No. 2 in last year's overall drivers* title, rounded the 
3,702-metre T-I Circuit in 1 minute, 10.218 seconds, averaging 
189.8 kilometres per hour. Michael Schumacher of Germany, 
who won this year's opening race in Brazil last month, was just 
0.222 second behind Senna in his Benetton-Ford. Senna’s 
teammate Damon HOI, a Briton, followed Schumacher at 
1:10.771. The race is the first Formula-One competition for 
the T-I Circuit in Aida, in Okayama prefecture in western 
Japan and the first of two.races scheduled in Japan this year. 
Japan Grand Prix is scheduled i n Siizu ka in~iate OctOber.~ 

. jir , „ - ‘ t 

Christie says can run 9.80 

BONN (R) — Olympic 100 metres champion Linford Christie 
of Britain says he is capable of brekaing Carl Lewis’s world 
record twice this summer, lowering the mark to 9.80 seconds. 
In an interview published m the. current edition of Lxricbtathle- 
tik. Germany’s weekly athletics magazine, Christie says he is 
sure he win break the world record twice, “first 9.85 seconds, 
then 9.80." Lewis set the world record of 9.86 seconds when 
he won the world championship in Tokyo Aug. 25, 1991. 
“That record is long overdue to fall," said Christie. “I’ve 
trained like never before and set a European (60 metres) 
indoor record of 6.48 seconds. With that kind of form, the 
record is due this summer," he said. Christie also said be had 
“a score to settle” with the American. 


regularly shows English, Ita- 
lian and German league 
matches as well as local pines. 

The 12 league clubs wul each 
be allowed to sign five foreign 
players, although no more than 
three can play in a match. 

Four Russian players have 
already signed contracts, three 
for Shanghai Shenfa and one 
for Shenyang, which also has a 
Russian trainer. 

"We hope more foreigners 
will play m our league," Wang 
said. “Perhaps we will have to 
wait until South American and 
European players come to Chi- 
na. We want to emulate the 
methods used by soccer dubs 
in advanced countries." 


Haiti 

athletes 

threaten 

suicide 

PORT OF SPAIN. Trinidad 
(R) — Haitian football players 
have threatened to trill them- 
selves if they are not granted 
asylum in the United States, a 
team spokesman said Thurs- 
day. The 18-man team, accom- 
panied by five officials, came 
to Trinidad last week for the 
finale of the Shell Caribbean 
Cup. They have since been 
eliminated from the competi- 
tion. Early Thursday the play- 
ers turned up at the American 
embassy, but their applications 
for visas were rejected. Earns 
Jean-Baptiste tola a local tele- 
vision station the athletes 
would be risking their lives if 
they tried to return home. 
“Many of them are prepared to 
commit suicide rather than 
take the chance of going 
back," he was quoted as saying 
on AVM television station. 
Jean-Baptiste said the team 
faced tremendous difficulties 
in leaving Haiti, and praised 
organisers for getting them to 
Trinidad. 


Knicks win their 2nd 
Atlantic Division title 


Salem wins Kharrane Race 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Rolando Blackman scored five 
points in the final 1:01, includ- 
ing a go-ahead three-pointer, 
as the New York Knicks clin- 
ched their second straight 
Adamic Division title with a 
111-106 victory over the 
Washington Bullets Thursday. 

Patrick Ewing led the Knicks 
with 33 points, including a run- 
ning bank shot with 6.2 
seconds left that sealed the win 
for New York. 

The Knicks snapped a three- 
game losing streak and won for 
only the second time in six 
games since winning 15 in a 
row. 

New York also moved into a 
tie with Atlanta for the best 
record m the Eastern Confer- 
ence at 53-23. 

Don MacLean scored 23 
points to lead the Bullets, who 
lost for the 13th time in 16 
games and fell to 22-54 on the 
season. 

At Utah. Karl Malone 
scored 23 points and Felton 
Spencer added a season-high 
22-poinis and 17 rebounds as 
the Utah Jazz completed their 
first-ever season-sweep of the 
San Antonio Spurs with a 101- 
90 victory. 

The Jazz have won four 
straight games, and moved to 
within two games of Phoenix in 
the battle for fourth place in 
the Western Conference. 

David Robinson scored 31 
points and grabbed 11 re- 
bounds for the Spurs, who lost 
for the fifth time in their last 
six games. 

In Orlando, Larry Johnson 
scored 31 points and the Char- 
lotte Hornets held off a furious 
fourth-quarter rally to defeat 
the Orlando Magic, 112-108. 

Alonzo Mourning added 17 
points, indudine a kev baseline 


jumper down the stretch, for 
the Hornets, who wop their 
fifth straight game and pulled 
to within 2l£ games of the 
Miami Heat in the battle for 
the final Eastern Conference 
playoff spot. 

In Houston, Robert Horry 
scored 22 of his career-high 30 
points in the fourth quarter as 
the Houston Rockets inched 
closer towards their second 
straight Midwest Division title 
with a 104-99 triumphs over 
the Sacramento Kings. 

Horry also added a career- 
high 14 rebounds and seven 
assists. 

Hakeem Ola ju won scored 
34 points to lead Houston, 
which set a franchise record 
with 56 victories, one more 
than last year. 

The Rockets, who have won 
six straight games and 15 of 
their last 18. opened a 3 1 /*- 
game lead over second-place 
San Antonio in the Midwest 
with six games remaining. 

In Seattle, Detief Schrempf 
led 10 players in double figures 
with 21 points as the Seattle 
Supersonics scored 40 points in 
the first quarter and cruised to 
a 150-101 blowout of the Los 
Angeles Dippers. 

Terry Debere scored a sea- 
son-high 22 points for Los 
Angeles. The 150 points are 
the most scored by any team 
this season. 

At Golden State. Latrell 
Sprcwell scored eight of his 27 
points in the fourth quarter to 
help power a 32-17 surge as the 
Golden State Warriors defe- 
ated the Portland Trail Blaz- 
ers, 113-108. 

The win moved the Warriors 
one game ahead of the Blazers 
into sole possession of the sixth 
playoff spot in the Western 
Conference. 


Jordan Times 
Tel. 667171 


By Munem FakJhonry 
Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Abdul Fatah 
Salem rode bis Jood to vic- 
tory on Friday in the first 
Desert Castles Ride (AI 
Kharrane Castle Endurance 
Ride), which was attended by 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
who presented trophies to the 
winners. 

Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Alia gave the start signal 
at 8 a.m. at the Alia Gateway 
Hotel, launching the 5y- 
kilometre race which witnes- 
sed fiery competition among 
the 58 parridpams till the end 
with some of them failing to 
reach the finish line for va- 
rious reasons. 

Mr. Salem, of the Royal 
Stables, completed the two- 
stage race in two hours. 36 
seconds. He was followed by 
Hani Bisharat of the Arabian 
Horse Club who was riding 
Sari. Mr. Bisharat’s timing 
was 2 hours, 1 min., 2j 
seconds. 

The prize of the best rider 
and the best horse went to 
the Royal Polo Dub’s Abdul- 
lah Daoud and his horse 
Sarah, who were ninth in the 
overall standings. 

Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Iman Bint AI Hussein, 
who participated in the junior 
class, managed to complete 
the race along with the other 
seven starters in the class. 

King Hussein expressed his 
satisfaction over the orga- 
nisation of the race and said 
the idea of holding such acti- 
vities was commendable. 

“We encourage our youth 
to have an interest in horses 
because equestrian sports are 
the sports of our fathers and 
forefathers,” the King said, 
noting that the Arab history 
was finked to horsemanship 
and horses. 

Also Princess Alia, who 
played a key role in organis- 
ing the race, thanked all 
those who contributed to its 
success. 




£73 


His Majesty King Hussein on Friday presents trophies to 
winners of the Desert Castle Ride which was hdd under th* * 
patronage of Her Royal Highness Princess Aha Bint AI Husaefea • 
(below) who gave the start signal for the race (photos by 
Abdullah UBayyan) 



“I am looking forward to 
having this race as an Arab 
and international event in the 
future." said the Princess. 

Attending the race, the 
first of its kind organised by- 
Royal Jordanian Arabian 
Horse Association, were also 
Their Royal Highnesses Prin- 
cess Aisha and Princess 
Haya, Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Maan Abu Nuwwar, Pub- 
lic Security Department 
(PSD) Director Maj.-Gcn. 
Abdul Rahman AI Edwan. 
other senior officials and 
large crowds of spectators. 
Following are the final stand- 
ings of the race: 

1- Abdul Fattah Salem of the 
Royal Stables riding A! Jood 

2- Hani Bisharat of the Ara- 


bian Horse Club riding Sari 

3- Tareq Ahdul Latif of the 
Royal Stables ruling Albine 

4- Abdullah Hassan of th« 
Royal Stables riding Human 

5- Mashhoor A! Momani of 
the PSD riding AI Hunouf 

6- Mohammad All of (he 
Royal Racing Club riding 
Mawes 

7- Suleiman Musa of th c 
Royal Racing Dub riding AI 
Mur'eb 

8- Ahmad AI Daham of the 
Royal Equestrian Club riding 
Latif 

9- Abdullah Al Daoud of the 
Royal Polo Dub riding Sarab 

10- Haiiham Mohammad of 
the Aqaba Equestrian Club 
riding Rahwan. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAN SHARIF 
& TAN NAM HIRSCH 

: IWI I'Wn, Hn S anal me 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.I — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦K1097 752 - AK6S42 47 
The bidding baa proceeded 
West North East South 

I * IT Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A--— You have a good hand, but 
don't lose sight of the fact you have 
little in the way of support for part- 
ner'* suit. Also, since partner didn't 
make a takeout doable, chances of 
finding four-card spade support are 
slight. Bid two diamonds and see 
what, if anything, develops. Partner 
can pass, since your bid isn't 
forcing. 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*KQ3 T8 ' . 97542 4A653 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 T Pass 1 NT Pass 

2 : Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A- — Tbe’expert bid is rwo spades. 
Since you didn't bid one spade over 
one heart, that can't be a real suit- It 
shows values in spades, a maai m u a i 
no-trump response and an excellent 
fit lor diamonds. If that call might 
be misunderstood by partner, be 
content with a raise to three dia- 
monds— a jump to four diamonds 
would bypass three no trump. 

Q .3— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KQ3 TB ‘-97542 4 A 653 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

I v Pass 1 NT Pass 

3 Pass ? 

Whgt do you bid now? 

A. — This h-nd has become decid- 
edly ctan’ifflteh: You have control of 
both black suits, a singleton in part- 
ner's first-bid suit and five-card 
support for the second. An advance 
cue-bid of four dubs is called for, 
showing first-round dub control. 


slam interest and agreeing dia- 
mauds ns trumps. 

Q.4 — East-West vulnerable, m 
S outh you hoick 

*J75 ~'JB 085 4AK10852 
The bidding has proc e e de d: 

North East South West 

14 1 4 7 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Your length in partner’s suit 
all bet wipes out (hr defensive po- 
tential of your band. However, we 
would refrain from preemptive ac- 
tion for the m o m ent, since the op- 
ponents have already introduced 
their suit. We would bid a quiet two 
dubs and listen to the au ction - If 
necessary, a sacrifice can be con- 
sidered later. 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

463 TAQ1053 1 872 4Q96 
The bidding has proc ee ded: 

North East South West 

1 4 Pass 1 NT Pass 

2 -7 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — On ibis auction it is quite hkr- 
ly your queen of rhriw wiD he worth- 
iest. Nevertheless, suppressing 
good five-card support for partner's 
suit is a losing tactic. Even the Law 
of Total Tricks Bays you should 
raise to three hearts. 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
voa hold: 

4K643 7A92 ‘.J54 4 «J96 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pass 1 4 Pass 

3 4 Pass ? 

Whal do you bid now? 

A. — When partner has jump shift- 
ed and you bold two prime controls 
and support for his suits, you an in 
dam territory. Don't bid three no 
trump— thet^ discouraging. For 
the moment, all you need do is set 
the tramp suit by taking a prefer- 
enee to three diamonds. 


FURNISHED APARTME 

FOR RENT 

-Wkh- luxuriou o f tf^torer-€epsat s of thr ee- bedrooms.-two^ 
dining rooms, one of them sma^ living .pom, storage space, 
: ttifee spacious salons, and tEree bathrooms, fully furnished 
and supplied with all electric appliances, with independent 
central heating and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, Yacoub Oweis Street, behind Abu 
Jughum Real Estate Office. 

For I n for ma tion call 670140 


ODY DEFENCE. 


With your birth stone. 




AJAM 


* Amra Hotel. 
Amman. 



C:‘. :-CK c.:f 

Sz’-" <j 

Club Restaurant 
- SI <•(.•>') . MSI..'’ 
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Deluxe Furabhed Apartment — 
For Rent 

Second floor, 170 sq.m., consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bath- 
rooms, 2 salons, dining room, kitchen, central heating and 
telephone with deluxe furniture. Location: Sweifieh, behind 
Modem Educational Schools. NB: we have an apartment 
consisting of two bedrooms and utilities located in Jabal Al 
Jofeh. 

Call TeL 828606 




Photography Contest 
on 

“Faces of Jordan” 

The American Center invites amateur and professional 
photographers to participate in a photography contest 
entitled "Faces of Jordan." 

Photographs should be of people; up to three entries per 
person. 

Photographs may be of any size, in colour or in black and 
white, mounted on boards. 

Closing date for submission of entries is April 25. 
For more Information call 820*101, ext. 2579 


An American consulting firm, in conjunction with the Ministry of 
Agriculture will be conducting a series of studies related to the 
implementation of agricultural policies of Jordan, and is seeking 
expressions of Interest I ram individuals who are senior profession- 
als with extensive experience in agricultural research & extension 
as related to the implementation of agricultural policy and to 
. evaluation of institutional capabilities to carry out these policies. 
Services will be required on a part-time basis during the approxi- 
mate period of mid April. 1994. through mid August, 1994. 
Interested individuals should have excellent writing skills in English 
and Arabic and should have experience with a large professional 
international team. 

Interested parties should submit their current CVs in English to the 
administration assistant at the National Centre for Agricultural 
Research and -Technology Transfer/Technical Assistance and 
Services Office (TASO). P.O.Box 283 Bags'. Amman - Jordan, no 
later than 14.00 hours on April 16. 1994 


FOR RENT 

The first floor of a villa of 250m 2 , has three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, big salon, American 
system, a big and modem kitchen, three balco- 
nies. The finishing is super-deluxe, entrance and 
all service are independent. 

It is located behind Regency Palace Hotel. 

☆ It can be rented to a company. 

Please call 666605 


PHILIPINA HOUSE MAID 

We have .Philtpiria maids to work :» 

1. Daily ( purl time ). 

2. Monthly ( live in and live out ) . 

Please call number 605943 


HEAD GARDENER 
REQUIRED 

Exclusive property seeks capable head 
gardener with landscaping experience, t<? 
supervise staff on the proper growth and - 
development of large garden area. 
Candidate must have reasonable knowr 
ledge of English and must be directly 
involved in all daily works. 

Applications with resume, references and 
recent photo should be submitted to: 
Personnel Manager 
P.O.Box 3312 
Amman, Jordan 


— APARTMENT WANTED 

A quiet and cosy apartment with the following 
specifications is required for two years maximum: 

- Quiet location in western Amman (5th Circle. 6th 
Circle, Abdoun, Al Rabieh, Al Sweifieh....), 

- New or recently refurbished. 

-Two bedrooms (max). 

- Reasonable rent <JD 2000 - 3000). 

Kindly phone Mohammad at 792371 

Daily from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., 3:00-5:00 pjn. 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 



Cinema TeL: 677420 

CONCORD 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 




TeL: 675571 

NabU Al Mashini Theatre 


Nabil & Hisham's TeL: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Marlon Brando 
in 

The Freshman 

Shows: 12-30, 3-J0. 6:15. 8-JO. 10:30 


Bobby Benson & Jenntffer O'Neil 
m 


I’/.Vj M v 1 !*] 1 -j HV-Th'j 


Shows: 1230, 3:15, 5. 6 JO, 830, 10-.30 


CONCORD *V 


Shown 12:30, 330. 6:15. 830, 1030 

CONCORD <2* 
FOREVER YOUNG 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15. 830. 1030 


The grand opening of Amoun 
Theatre 
April 20 1994 
Political comedy 

Forbidden X Forbidden 


Look out for the surprise 
in the coming play 


Two more weeks before the per- 
formances of the political comedy 

“Ah Ian Arab 
Summit Conference" 
Come to an end 
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Lebanon detains pro-Iraqis 
Suheil assassination 
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BEIRUT (AP) — The army 
grabbed 12 pro-Iraqi activists 
in house raids across South 
Lebanon on Friday as the 
Beirut government remained 
locked in a standoff with Iraq 
following the assassination of a 
prominent Iraqi dissident. 

Military sources said leaders 
of on outlawed pro-Saddam 
Hussein wing of the Arab 
Socialitf Baath Party were 
seized in the pre-dawn raids in 
the city of Sidon and other 
southern Lebanese towns. 

Among those detained were 
the party's former leader Has- 
san Ghcrrayeb and lawyer 
Nimeh Jamil, both Shiite Mus- 
lims. the sources said. They 
spoke on condition of anonym- 
ity. 

Lebanon, which is under 
Syria's undisputed influence, 
last year outlawed the pro- 
Iraqi Baath wing, which had 
roots among Sunni and Shiite 
Muslims in northern and 
southern Lebanon. 

Syria, which has 40,000 
troops stationed in Lebanon as 
peacekeepers, is governed by a 
rival Bactb party faction 
headed by President Hafez Al 
Assad. 

The sources said the move 
against Iraqi-aJligned Baathists 
was a precaution against re- 
newal of pro-Saddam send- 
ir.ent at a time two Iraqi 
embassy diplomats were held 
in Beirut in connection with 
the assassination of Sheikh 
Ta!eb Ali Al Subeil. 

Suheil, 64, identified as a 
key figure in a plot against 
President Saddam last year, 
was shot to death at his apart- 
ment in Beirut’s ‘Ain Al 'Hneh 
residential neighbourhood 
Tuesday night. 

Lebanon has formally asked 
Iraq to lift the diplomatic im- 


munity ot two of its Beirut 
diplomats so they can be prose- 
cuted in the assassination. 

Foreign Minister Faris 
Bouez said the Iraqis were 
caught red-handed. But the 
Iraqi government denied that 
either of the two diplomats, in 
solitary confinement in 
Lebanese police custody, did 
anything that violated their di- 
plomatic status and demanded 
their release. 

Both were arrested in front 
of the Iraqi embassy in east 
Beirut's Hazmiyeh residential 
district shortly after Suheil’s 
murder. They are Mohammad 
Kazem Fans, 37, the cultural 
attache, and Khaled Alwan 
Khalaf, 35, the embassay's 
commercial attache. 

Lebanon also has demanded 
the Iraqi embassy hand over a 
third Iraqi, Hadi Hassan. the 
alleged assassin who is be- 
lieved to be hiding in the 
embassy compound. 

Lebanese examining Magis- 
trate Abdullah Bitar has con- 
cluded after interrogating the 
detained diplomats that they 
were agents of Iraq's intelli- 
gence service who carried out 
Suheii’s assassination at direct 
orders from Baghdad, author- 
ities have said. 


They said Iraqi Consul Ali 
Sultan Darwish, who allegedly 
is chief intelligence officer at 
the embassy, also was wanted 
for interrogation on suspicions 
of being the overall master- 
mind of the assassination. 

Mr. Bitar on Friday formally 
accused a Lebanese Armenian, 
George Teredjian, of complic- 
ity in Mr. Suhafl’s murder, and 
ordered him held in solitary 
confinement, too, Mr. Bitar’s 
office reported. 

A statement said Mr. Tered- 


jian. a employee of 

the Iraqi embassy, has admit- 
ted under interrogation that he 
guided the three alleged Iraqi 
assassins to Suheii's bouse the 
night of the murder. 

Suheii's was the second poli- 
tical assassination in Beirut in 
less than three months, under- 
mining government efforts to 
stabilise Lebanon after the 
1975-1990 civil war. Jordanian 
diolomat Nayeb Maaytah was 
tailed Jan. 29. 

Beirut was considering 
severing diplomatic ties with 
Baghdad over Suheii’s assas- 
sination. several Beirut news- 
papers have reported. 

Suheil lived in Amman until 
four months ago. He was mar- 
ried to a Lebanese and came to 
Lebanon last week to attend 
the wedding of one of his seven 
daughters. 

King co ndemns killing 

King Hussein sent an envoy 
to the funeral of Suheil in 
Beirut, the Jordan News Agen- 
cy. Petra, said on Thursday. 

King Hussein also expressed 
deep sorrow over the assas- 
sination of Suheil. 

In a cable to the family of 
Suheil, King Hussein said: “It 
is with deep sorrow and with 
feelings of anger and abhorr- 
ence tiiat T received the news 
on the killing of an honest 
Arab brother. Sheikh Taleb Al 
Subeil, by treacherous criminal 
hands, drawing their evil pow- 
er Grom sick people whose eyes 
were blinded by grudge.” 

King Hussein asked the 
Jordanian charge d’affaires in 
Beirut to represent him at the 
funeral and to offer his condo- 
lences to his family and to Bani 
Naim tribes,’’ Petra said. 




gets most of Black Sea fleet 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin and 
Leonid Kravchuk of Ukraine 
signed an agreement on Friday 
giving Russia the bulk of the 
prized Black Sea fleet, ITAR- 
TASS reported. 

Hie two leaders, who met 
one on one after the meeting of 
leaders of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS), 
agreed that Russia would get 
80 per cent of the ships, the 
news agency said. 

Russia and Ukraine have 
squabbled over ownership of 
the fleet of 440 ships — many 
of them small and in poor 
condition — since the Soviet 
Union collapsed in 1991. 

The agreement signed Fri- 
day night calls for the Russian 
Bjack-Sea fleet and the Ukrai- 
nian navy to have separate 
bases. 

Details en the division of the 
fleet ate to be worked out in 
the next 10 days, ITAR-TASS 

said. 

_ Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Krav- 
chuk also agreed to prepare a 
draft friendship and coopera- 
tion treatv between the two 


countries. Mr. Yeltsin 
accepted Mr Kravchuk's in- 
vitation to visit Ukraine in the 
near future. 

The agreement showed the 
leaders' determination to back 
away from a brewing crisis 
between the two most power- 
ful of the former Soviet repub- 
lics, both of which have nuc- 
lear weapons. 

Earlier Friday, a flotilla of 
Russian-controlled warships 
had taken to sea as a result of 
the latest conflict over the 
fleet. 

“We know at least nine ships 
have left their mooring, bat 
we don’t know whether they 
are just training or are prepar- 
ing to start a war,” Mikola 
Savchenko, spokeswoman for 
the Ukrainian navy in Sevasto- 
pol, told the Associated Press. 

Russian officials said the 
ships were starting an ordinary 
training exercise unrelated to 
tensions between the two 
countries. 

The Interfax and ITAR- 
TASS news agencies said the 
flotilla numbered 15 vessels, 
including 12 that left Black Sea 


ports on Friday. 

Mr. Savchenko claimed Rus- 
sian officers had not informed 
their Ukrainian partners in the 
fleet's operational command 
what movements the vessels 
would make. 

“All we know is they axe 
folly equipped with weapons, 
in a state of battle readiness, 
and could start a war if they so 
decide,” he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin bad declined to 
give his views on the conflict 
before die start of his private 
talks with Mr. Kravchuk, tell- 
ing reporters: “Let us not com- 
plicate things before the meet- 
ing. The situation is complex 
anyway." 

But Russian Defence Minis- 
ter Pavel Grachev, in a harsh 
comment, claimed the entire 
fleet was Russian. 

“How can Russia view the 
Black Sea fleet otherwise if it 
has folly financed it since 
September 1993? Therefore I 
state unequivocally that the 
Black Sea fleet, even by its 
means of existence, is Rus- 
sian," be said. 
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dkson urges quick 
Implementation of 

PLO accord 




v; aSHINGTON (US1A) — 

.<■: Reverend Jesse Jackson. 
• . o just returned from the 
Middle East, is urging Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat to meet at the nego- 
tiating table and work out 
together a quick implementa- 
tion of the declaration of prin- 
ciples. 

The U.S. civil rights activist 
me: with Israeli and Palesti- 
nian leaders as well as Christ- 
ian. Jewish and Muslim reli- 
gious leaders while in Israel 
and the occupied territories 
April 7-13. Mr. Jackson 
briefed reporters on his trip 
during f. press conference 
Thursday, sponsored by the 
Arab American Institute. 

Mr. iackson said he spoke 
daily with Mr. Arafat and the 
Israeli leadership while he was 
in the region," urging them to 
get back to the table." 

he stressed his belief that 
Mr. Rabin and Mr. Arafat 
must themselves meet and 
work out the remaining obsta- 
cles to implementing the dec- 
laration of principles and cal- 
led on President Bill Clinton to 
facilitate such a meeting. 

“A new framework for 
— the declaration of 
■'rincipics — has been signed... 
This framework must now be 
rude finished," he said. This 
* :sk. he stressed, “must not be 
ieft in the hands of bureauc- 
rats." 

"The primary forces have to 
meet... The new option of 
peace is real. We must not lose 
time to cynics and saboteurs," 
Mr. Jackson said. 


He said he appealed to Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Arafat “to up 
the timetable, get to the table 
themselves, (and) work out the 
remaining details..." 

Mr. Jackson said he strongly 
believes once Mr. Arafat and 
the Palestinian leadership are 
on the ground in Jericho and 
Gaza, the process begun by the 
accord will be '"irreversible." 

“Once on the ground, the 
worst fears would have come 
and gone and new realities 
start." he said. Efforts, there- 
fore, should focus on im- 
plementing the accord and 
“getting Arafat and the PLO 
leadership to Jericho and 
Gaza." 

Recounting the cycle of vio- 
lence since the massacre of 
Palestinian worshippers in 
Hebron by Jewish settler in 
February and the subsequent 
acts of retaliation by extremists 
who hove killed Israelis, Mr. 
Jackson stressed that “time is 
not on the side of the agree- 
ment." 

The forces of violence and 
the “politics of fear,” he said, 
"have the momentum.” 

“'Hie momentum has to be 
regained." he stressed. “Delay 
in implementation feeds those 
forces. Every crackdown creates 
another embedded body of 
embittered people...” 

Mr. Jackson - said be met 
with both Jewish, Christian 
and Islamic religious leaders 
while in Israel and the occu- 
pied territories and discussed 
with them the cycle of violence 
now taking place there. 

"What must religionists 
do?" Mr. Jackson asked. “In 



Jesse Jackson 

the name of tbeir God they 
must renounce terrorism. All 
parties have to choose to stop 
killing each other." 

On the Palestinian side. Mr. 
Jackson said fundamental deci- 
sions must be made in the 
coming days by the Palestinian 
leadership and the Palestinian 
masses.” The Palestinians, he 
said, must deride whether to 
follow a policy of “gening even 
or getting ahead." 

Mr. Jackson made dear 
what path he believes the 
Palestinians must follow: 
“Getting ahead ultimately has 
more advantages than getting 
even.” The policy of “getting 
even" will not yieid freedom, 
he stressed. 

Asked to comment on the 
Islamic opposition's argument 
against the accord with Israel. 
Mr. Jackson said “the opposi- 
tion may have a strong argu- 
ment. but they have nothing to 
show for their arguments." 

“Their argument is “all or 
nothing" — they Will get no- 
thing now. Reiterating anger 
and hatred towards Israel is 
not a solution." 

Violence has been used as a 
means of gaining freedom, he 
said, and “it foiled.” Peace. 
Mr. Jackson said, “is the only 
bearer of fruit.” 



HORSE RACE: A scene from a 55-k3ometre 
horse race held near Amman on Friday. His 
Majesty King Hussein presented trophies to the 


winners. Several members of the Royal family 
took part In the race (see page 9) 


Palestinian economic council ready 
to roll with ‘board of executives’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) has completed recruit- 
ing a “board of executives” 
for a council that will take 
charge of the economic 
aspects of Palestinian self- 
rule in thi. occupied territor- 
ies, PLO o.fidals said Friday. 

Once formally installed in 
office, the “board of execu- 
tives” will meet one of the 
key demands of international 
donors and the World Bank 
which have been pressing the 
PLO for “credible” Palesti- 
nian institutions to channel 
aid to support the Palestinian 
self-rule envisaged under the 
Sept. 13' accord between 
Israel and the PLO. 

The executives will take 
direct charge of the nitty- 
gritty details of economy, 
such as customs and tariffs, 
taxation, social security, cur- 
rency and monetary affairs as 
well as other aspects of finan- 
cial administration of the 
occupied territories under the 
Palestinian Economic Coun- 
cil for Development and Re- 
construction (PECDAR). 

In essence, PECDAR is 
expected to be the Palesti- 
nian ministry of finance m the 
occupied territories pending 
final-status negotiations with 
Israel after the interim period 
as stipulated in the Septem- 
ber accord. 

The PLO officials said a 
PECDAR committee 
selected the executives, who 
will m effect be heads of 
departments, who had re- 
sponded to advertisements in 
Jordan, Tunisia and the occu- 
pied territories. 

Many of the interviews 
were conducted in Amman 
early this month, they said. 

“The names of the success- 
ful candidates have been for- 
warded to the PLO lead- 
ership, and we are now await- 
ing approval from Tunis," 
where the PLO is headquar- 


tered, said a senior PLO offi- 
cial. But the official declined 
to characterise the recruits. 

But other PLO sources 
said most of those recom- 
mended by the interview 
committee were of Palesti- 
nian origin who have had 
extensive experience in finan- 
cial administration in the 
Gulf states and elsewhere. 

“They more than meet the 
basic requirements and qual- 
ifications that enable them to 
be the key figures in die 
executive side of Palestinian 
nation-building,” said one 
source. “Many of them have 
done in the Gulf states, con- 
tributing to setting financial 
administrative structures 
there and made a success of 
it." 

The list of recruits has to 
be approved by PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat, PLO 
officials said. 

The World Bank, which is 
directly in charge of channell- 
ing (Hedged international aid 
of up to $2.4 billion to help 
support Palestinian self-rule, 
has been insisting that expert 
rise, rather than political 
loyalties, guide the selection 
of key officials in the auton- 
omy structure. 

Mr. Arafat chairs PEC- 
DAR. His immediate de- 
puties are Farouk Kaddoumi, 
head of the PLO’s Political 
Department and the de facto 
foreign minister of Palestine, 
and Mohammad Zuhdi 
Nashasbibi. bead of the Eco- 
nomic Department of the 
PLO. 

Ahmad Qouriea, a PLO 
economic strategist and one 
of the key figures in the 
secret Oslo negotiations that 
led the autonomy accord, and 
Sari Nusseibch, a university 
professor from the occupied 
West Bank, are the senior- 
most executives of the 13- 
member council. 

Several other -members 
who are professional eco- 
nomists have complained that 
Arafat loyalists rather than 
people with expertise domin- 


ate the council. Some of the 
critics have announced their 
suspension of membership in 
the council, but PLO officials 
said they bad not submitted 
formal resignations. 

Among them are Dr. 
Yousef Sayegh, a w-irut- 
based Palestinian economist 
who led the Palestinian side 
to multilateral talks on eco- 
nomic cooperation. 

Samir Abdullah, a noted 
professor of economics from 
a West Bank university and 
member of the multilateral 
group, has also been critical 
of me way the PLO lead- 
ership was handling its eco- 
nomic approach and the 
overall peace negotiations 
with Israel. 

The council is expected to 
meet soon in Tunisia to dis- 
cuss practical measures to 
coordinate with the World 
Bank to channel aid to the 
self-rule areas, the PLO offi- 
cials said. 

That meeting will be fol- 
lowed by the first meeting of 
the “board of executives" of 
EECpAR. “The board will 
work under the direct super- 
vision of PECDAR in im- 
plementing the decisions and 
policies of the council," said 
the FLO official. 

Jawad Naji, a member of 
the council and head of the 
PLO’s economic department 
in Amman, said in a recent 
interview that the council 
estimates that it needs up to 
$400 million in the first year. 

The donors and the World 
Bank, in a meeting held in 
Paris in January, decided to 
allocate up to $160 million to 
the council. 

Dr. Naji noted that the 
allocation foils short of PLO 
estimates, but said the orga- 
nisation hoped to secure 
further fluids once self-rule is 
in place. 

“We have to start from 
scratch in the occupied terri- 
tories,” Dr. Naji said, refer- 
ring to the almost total abs- 
ence of self-supporting eco- 
nomic structure in the West 
Bank and the "Gaza Strip. 


30 expellees 
and fugitives 
to return 
next week 

TUNIS (AP) — Israel has 
agreed to let 17 Palestinian 
fugitives join about 30 expel- 
lees expected to return to the 
occupied Gaza Strip and West 
Bank next week, Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
sources said Friday. 

They will be the second 
group of Palestinians allowed 
to return to tbeir homeland 
under agreements worked oat 
between Israel and the PLO in 
talks aimed at establishing li- 
mited Palestinian autonomy in 
the occupied territories. The 
first group of nearly 50 expel- 
lees and fugitives returned 
April 6. 

The fugitives had been activ- 
ists in the intifada that has 
gripped the occupied territor- 
ies since December 1987. They 
will be coming from different 
countries of refuge including 
Algeria, Tunisia, Libya and 
Egypt, said the sources. 

Some of the fugitives are 
wanted for attacks on Israelis 
while others have been sought 
for killing Palestinians sus- 
pected of collaborating with 
the Israelis. 

PLO officials would not re- 
lease their names for publica- 
tion for fear of reprisal from 
families of the suspected 
Palestinian collaborators who 
were killed. 

Since Israel occupied the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
after the 1967 Middle East 
war, activists have killed hun- 
dreds of Palestinians accused 
of spying on their fellow Arabs 
or of collaborating with the 
occupation forces. 

Abram Haniyeh, who was 
expelled in 1987 for his anti- 
Israeli activities, is among 
those being allowed to retain. 
He told tiie Associated Press 
be expected to be in the West 
Bank town of Ramallah next 
week. 

Mr. Haniyeh helped orga- 
nise the intifada from exile in 
Tonis and is the most promin- 
ent PLO leader to be allowed: 
to return to the West Bank. 

H3s return is expected to 
help store up Yasser Arafat’s 
sinking credibility among tiie 
Palestinians and pave thi: way 
for the PLO leader’s move to 
the territories after Israel’s 
withdrawal. 

However, Mr. Arafat has 
delayed the return of two other 
key aides whom Israel has said 
can go home, Jibrfl Al Rajoub 
and Mohammad Dahlan. 

Mr. Rajoub is Mr. Arafot’s 
security aide in Tunis and an 
adviser for West Bank affairs, 
Mr. Dahlan is responsible for 
Fateh organisation in Gaza and 
is with the PLO negotiations 
team in Cairo. 

There was no official ex- 
planation for tiie postpone- 
ment of their return, but it 
could be linked to a decision by 
Mr. Arafat to close 27 PLO 
offices in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Israel promised to endorse 
by Sunday the final list of 
names in the second batch of 
returnees, who were expected 
to bead home within days of 
the endorsement. 


Kuwait considers 
debt law change 


KUWAIT (R) — There are 
signs that the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment might damage its credi- 
bility by trying to amend fun- 
damental aspects of a law 
aimed at settling $19 billion in 
bad debt, an economic consul- 
tancy said on Saturday. 

“There have been signs of 
slackness in the government’s 
attitude,” Al Shall Consultan- 
cy said fa a weekly commen- 
tary. 

“An acceptable attitude 
would be one that was con- 
fined to procedural aspects or 
to overcome shortfalls in that 
regard.” the private consultan- 
cy said. "However, what has 
been attributed to the govern- 
ment would touch the core of 
financial particularities — 
even though the government 
has repeatedly highlighted its 
own acute financial status.” 

The debt, which has cast a 
pall over the economy for 
years, stems partly from the 
1982 crash of an unofficial 
stock exchange and from com- 
mercial losses worsened by 
Irak’s 1990-91 occupation. 

Economists say a successful 
repayment programme would 
revive the stagnant economy. 
It would stimulate new lending 
by commercial banks long 
starved of good credit risks and 
reduce the financial burden on 
the state, which owns the debt. 

Cabinet reshuffled 

On Wednesday, in a long- 
awaited cabinet reshuffle, 
Kuwait's prime minister 


announced a new government 
in which members of the ruling 
Al Sabah family continued to 
hold the four key portfolios. 

Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al 
Sabah, who also is the crown 
prince, sacked Oil Minister Ali 
Al Baghli, and appointed in his 
place Abdnl Mohsen Al 
Madaj, a 45-year-old professor 
of history at Kuwait Universi- 
ty 

Both Mr. Baghli and his 
successor are members of the 
50-seat parliament, which has 
been calling for wider parti- 
cipation of deputies in the gov- 
ernment. 

But Sheikh Saad’s new 
cabinet included only five de- 
puties instead of the six who 
served fa the outgoing govern- 
ment. ' 

In the new cabinet, the de- 
fence and interim' ministers 
swapped portfolios. Sheikh 
Ahmad A] Humoud Al Sabah 
became defence minister, and 
Sheikh Ali Al Sabah Al Salem 
Al Sabah became interior 
minister. 

Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah 
and Information Minister 
Sheikh Saud Nasser Al Sabah 
kept the same posts they held 
hi the outgoing cabinet, which 
was formed in October 1992. 

Finance Minister Nasser Al 
Rowdhan also kept his port- 
folio. 

Sheikh Saad replaced Trade 
Minister Abdullah Al Hajiri, a 
parliament member, with a lit- 
tle known technocrat, Hilal Al 
Mutairi, who is not a member 
of parliament. 


Israelis round up young Palestinians 


(Continued from page I) 


“Massive arrests of Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad people in the 
territories may impede these 
organisations in their activities 
and decrease terrorist activi- 
ties,” wrote Zeev Schiff, the 
military affairs columnist for 
the respected Haartez daily, 
adding that some doubt such 
measures are sufficient. An 
attempt to expel 400 leaders to 
Lebanon in December 1992 
halted peace talks and Leba- 
non refused to take them. 
Most returned after spending 
np to a year on the border. 

' Hamas has announced it will - 
cany out a total five attacks on 
buses to revenge the Feb. 25 
mosque massacre, when a Jew- 
ish settler gunned down more 
than 30 Muslim worshippers in 
Hebron. It warned Israeli- 
Arabs to stay away from Israeli 
crowds, since at least five have 
been killed or wounded in the 
attacks. 

Oh Wednesday Amazneh 
exploded a bomb on a bos in 
the Israeli town of Hadera 
killing five and himself. On 
April 6, a suicide car-bomb 
exploded next to an Israeli bus 
in Afula. killing seven and 
wounding 45. 

Hamas took responsibility 
for both attacks. 


Israelis are incensed by both 
tiie carnage and the obvious 
glee it generates at rallies and 
other public gatherings among 
Palestinians. They are also 
aware that the attacks assuage 
a sense of helplessness created 
by 27 years of occupation and 
repeated defeats to the Israeli 


military since the country was 
c reated in 1948. 

“Each suicide attacker who 
succeeds produces the next 
suicide attacker,” said analyst 
Alex Fishman, writing in the 
mass-circulation Maariv daily. 

^Qerics from Hamas and its 
offshoot, Islamic Jihad, use the 
attacks to appeal to more 
youths to cany out such mis- 
sions. Most recruits have 
aheady turned to religion as 

the only escape from chronic 
unemployment and the 
occupation. 

Suicide attackers are given 
elaborate memorial cere- 
monies designed to add gla- 
mour to death in the otherwise 
asperate shantytowns of the 
Gaza Strip or agricultural vil- 
lages in the West Bank that 
lack basic amenities like di- 
mes, telephones and even elec- 
tricity. 
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Hillary gets 
award, Trudeau 
gets egg 

new YORK (R) — fust lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton re- 
ceived a humanitarian award 
Thursday evening, but it was 
actress and singer Barbra. 
Streisand who got much of tiie 
attention, showing up with' 
fomrer beau Pierre Trudeau,- 
the former Canad i a n Prime 
Minister. Mrs. Clinton was- 
presented with the Elie Wiesdt . 
Foundation for Humanity. 
Award for her work with the / 
nation's children, especially ' 
the poor. She was honoured at - 
a dinner at the New York 
Public Library. But it was Me. 
Streisand and Mr. Trudeau who 
had attracted much of the. 
attention at the gala event Mr. 
Streisand, who will begin a ; 
record-breaking tour of the-' 
United States and Britain* 
soon, came to the event with. 
Mr. Trudeau. The two had 
dated in the mid-1970s and 
then again in the early 1980s. ft . 
was a stisbty ignominious en-. 
tree for the high-flying former 
Canadian leader. However. 
He arrived at tiie event with tui 
smart attire smeared with a 
broken egg which had been 
thrown by demonstrators pro- 
testing against what they de- 
scribed as Turkish genocide ■: 
agains t die Armenians. The ' 
group was attracted to the 
event by a planned appearance 
at the dinner of me prime. 
minis ter of Turkey, Tansu Oi- 
ler. Previous recipients of tiie' 
Etie Wiesel Award have in-' 
duded President George Bush, : 
and King Juan Carlos of Spam. 

Errant British 
aristocrat In hot 
water again 

S’ • 

LONDON (R) — Police Bi-‘ 
day arrested Jamie Blandford, 
■the wayward heir to one :pf 
Britain’s top aristocratic titles, ', 
and charged him with disorder- 
ly L qondnct less than 24 hours 
after he appeared in court on 
omer charges! Thc Marquess 
<& Blandford was released on 
bail and ordered to appear 
before a central London magis- 
trates’ court on May 20. He 
was charged with using offen- 
sive language and behaviour in 
an incident at a late-night 
chemist in the early hours of 
Friday. On Thursday, Bland- 
ford, whose antics regularly 
feature in Britain’s tabloid 
ncwnnpeTS, pleaded guilty in a 
London court to stealing a 
cheque book and foreign che- 
ques but denied making off 
without paying a taxi fare. He 
was released on bail. Bland- 
ford, who stands to inherit the 
historic £100 million ($150 mil- 
lion) Blenheim Palace e sta te 
when his father dies, was 
arrested on .April 6 after, 
he failed to tnrn up in court to 
answer the cheque book and 
taxi fare charges. The 38-year- 
okl heir to the Duke of Mary- 
borough ' has had several 
brushes with the law in the past 
few years, including offences 
of mugs possession and drunk 
driving. In a previous incident 
be climbed down a drainpipe to 
avoid police. Blandford also 
recently spent three days in jail 
after failing to pay mainte- 
nance to his estranged wife and 
his son. 

43 people 
suspected of 
cornea smuggling 

ROME (R) — Magistrates are 
investigating 43 people in a 
widening inquiry into altera- 
tions that human cornea were 
snuggled from Eastern 
Europe and the U.S. to Italy, 
where they were used in t ram - ' 
plants, police said. They said 
that 13 businessmen, 26 health 
workers and four hospital offi- 
cials were being investigated. 
The probe began last Novem- 
ber when two nurses at a Rome 

hospital told investigating 
magistrates that the eye of a 
deceased patient had been 
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